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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

9TH FEBRUARY 2020 

 

‘… your light must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they 

may give the praise to your Father in heaven’ (Matthew 5, 16). 
 

The first reading today places before us an 

immediate challenge which cannot really 

be brushed aside. Whilst we are all aware 

of our duty to share our vast material 

wealth with the poor nations of the world, 

it is the sharing of our spiritual property 

which is now required of us. We indeed 

possess the truths of the faith, and all 

Catholics should be ready, simply and gen-

tly to give to others the grace which has 

been so richly poured into our hearts. To 

quote an Italian bishop: ‘Evangelise or die.’ 

By this he means that our faith, our local 

community, our Church, can only flourish 

and fulfil its role if people try, with courage 

and perseverance, to let others in the neighbourhood, the workplace and the family know 

that they have a God who loves them.  

 As we share our hopes and joys, as we comfort others, as we demonstrate for-

giveness and compassion, so our hearts grow stronger and the light of Christ spreads into 

the lives of others. This is no small or insignificant exercise. It is a beautiful and powerful 

sermon, more dynamic than the greatest pulpit orator could ever deliver.     

 Now it is clear enough to us all today that the evil one immediately derides and 

weakens us when we admit to praying and going to Church. We should not be put off by 

negative responses, but rather press on humbly. We do not have to say much, nor do we 

have to be learned (far from it!). Let others see the results in your life. Maintain the peace 

and joy of the Holy Spirit in your life. Show love where love is dead, and be trusting and 

hopeful in God’s care.      



World Day of Prayer for the Sick and 
those who care for them: Tuesday 11 Feb-
ruary is the Memoria of Our Lady of Lourdes. Af-
ter Mass in Midsomer Norton on Tuesday 11 Feb-
ruary, which takes place at 9.45 a.m., there will be 
prayers for healing.  All are most welcome to at-
tend. 
To mark the day, Pope Francis has written: 

On this 28th World Day of the Sick, I think of 
our many brothers and sisters throughout the world who have no access to medical care 
because they live in poverty. For this reason, I urge healthcare institutions and government 
leaders throughout the world not to neglect social justice out of a preoccupation for finan-
cial concerns. It is my hope that, by joining the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity, ef-
forts will be made to cooperate in ensuring that everyone has access to suitable treat-
ments for preserving and restoring their health. I offer heartfelt thanks to all those volun-
teers who serve the sick, often compensating for structural shortcomings, while reflecting 
the image of Christ, the Good Samaritan, by their acts of tender love and closeness. 

To the Blessed Virgin Mary, Health of the Sick, I entrust all those who bear the bur-
den of illness, along with their families and all healthcare workers. With the assurance of a 
remembrance in my prayers, I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing. 
 You will find his whole letter at www.Vatican.va  

 
Open Church Wednesday 12th February 6 – 7pm. We will be opening the 
church for an hour of prayer and reflection. We hope to make this a monthly event and the 
theme each time will be different. During this month’s hour we will say the rosary, sing a 
few verses of a suitable hymn and have quiet time for private prayer. You are welcome to 
stay for the whole hour or you can just pop in for a few minutes. Tea and coffee will be 
available.   
 

Young Catholic Adults Retreat 21 to 23 February 2020 at Downside 
Abbey "Understanding the World as God's Portrait: a Retreat musing on the magnificence of 
the Incarnation."  
 All young Catholics aged 18 to 35ish are invited to attend this residential Retreat at 
Downside Abbey. The principal speaker is Sebastian Morello, formator and lecturer at the 
Centre for Catholic Formation in London, and known for his stimulating and challenging 
insights into the Catholic Christian tradition. One of the Downside Monks, Fr. Anselm 
Brumwell, will also be speaking about The Biblical Revelation of God. 
 The Downside young adult group, developed with Clifton Diocese, now comprises 
over 180 young people from across the country. These Retreats are a wonderful oppor-
tunity to meet new people, and stay in touch with old friends in the beautiful setting of 
Downside Abbey. In addition to the talks, you will be able to join the Benedictine Monastic 
Community in celebrating Holy Mass, the Divine Office and Adoration of the Blessed Sac-
rament. 
The residential cost, all meals included, is: 
 £60 in shared accommodation in Retreat House 
 £80 in En-suite Twin Room in Monastery Guest Wing  
 Non-Residential Cost, all meals included: £50 
Contact rinabird@outlook.com for programme and to book. 



Bible Quiz Question: Last week’s winner was Noel 

Avis. The question to which the answer was ‘castor oil plant’ 

was ‘What did God plant to provide some shade for Jonah 

from the hot sun?’ (Jonah 4, 6). 

This week, draw a picture of ‘You are the salt of the 

earth … You are the light of the world’. If you are at school (as a 

student, not a teacher!) or under 18, please put your age as 

well as your name on your picture. The best picture handed to Dom Michael or Dom Leo 

by next Sunday evening, 16 February, will win the prize and may appear in our next news-

letter. 
 

Announcement: Sadly Archbishop Bashar Matti Warda of Erbil in Iraq will not now be 

able to come to England nor will he be preaching at the 10 a.m. Mass in the Abbey Church 

on Sunday 23 February. However, we can keep the Church in Irbil and its Archbishop in our 

prayers. 

 

On Friday 28th February, and every Friday during Lent at 1900hrs, The Stations Of 

The Cross will be prayed. 

 

Confirmation: Anyone who wishes to be prepared for Confirmation should see Dom 

Michael or Dom Leo. The Bishop will be coming to confirm at Downside in the Abbey 

Church on Friday 15 May at 18.30. Preparation will consist of a series of instructions given 

by Dom Michael.  

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Brian Auty, Eileen  

Barrett, Laurence Bloom-Davis, Will and Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes, Angela Mitchell and  

Paula Taylor.   

 

Diocesan Prayer Link:  St Patrick, Brockworth; Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, 

Churchdown  

 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  St Peter’s, Radstock 
 

February Needs Coffee, UHT milk, powdered milk, long-life 

fruit juice, sponge puddings, washing-up liquid, cleaning products.  

 

Noah’s Camp 10th-14th August 2020 Some families from the parish attended 

Noah's Camp in Gloucestershire for 4 days in August last year It was a wonderful time for 

spiritual renewal as well as being lots of fun. We made new friends and heard some really 

inspirational speakers including Pippa Baker and Charles and Sue Whitehead. There were 

seminars, crafts, streams for all ages. Families of all ages and stages are truly blessed here.  

If you want to know more about this year’s camp go to www.noahscamp.co.uk or contact 

Jo Harrison on joanneisfly@hotmail.com 

 



Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 
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Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays in the crypt of 
Downside Abbey Church 
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
 

Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: Monday 10 February is the Memoria of St Scho-

lastica. St Gregory the Great tells us that she was St Benedict’s sis-

ter and the first Benedictine nun. Her monastery was close to St 

Benedict’s community at Monte Cassino. Once a year the brother 

and sister would meet and on his last visit to her she begged him 

to stay longer to discuss ‘the joys of heaven’. St Benedict refused, 

judging that he had to keep the rule of his own monastery that he 

should not stay out at night. Scholastica simply prayed and a tre-

mendous storm made it impossible for her brother and his com-

panions to leave. St Gregory tells us that Scholastica prevailed over 

her brother because ‘“God is love” (1 John 4, 8). So it was entirely 

right that she who loved more should accomplish more.’ This is the 

feast day of the members of the Manquehue Apostolic Movement resident in the convent 

flat, so we should remember them in our prayers especially on Monday.  


