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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT (A) 

8 MARCH 2020 

 

‘Resist Satan, being strong in faith.’ (Peter, 5: 9). 

 

WE NOW LIVE IN AN AGE OF 

MEDIA TYRANNY. Dark forces 

feed our troubled minds with an 

endless diet of bad news, and they 

delight in causing anxiety, fear, cha-

os, disorder and despondency. It is 

possible to become so enslaved by 

this technology that we are both 

attracted and revolted by suffering 

and disaster. Our lives and our 

minds can be poisoned by anger as 

we see innocents suffering, and war 

zones where the struggle seems 

pointless and bestial.  

 This is surely time to say ‘enough’. There must be a limit to the amount of injustice 

we absorb. We have to turn off and seek the silence and consolation of God’s love. So like-

wise we must ration ourselves and especially our children and those in our care. There is 

an exercise in Lent which we must undertake; and that is to bar the door of our minds to 

the intruders of the TV, the computer, the cell phone and the internet. It is the improved 

version of gossip and scandal, and the average adult indulges just over five hours per day to 

the ‘servitude of the screen.’ For our young, the figures are higher still, with late-night net 

activities that last through the night. It is hardly surprising that, after heart trouble, the big-

gest cause of teenage death has now become suicide.  

 As Catholic Christians we have the Holy Spirit to guide us, and we can unmask the 

evil one and his wretched minions. We are in a battle for the human soul and we are key 

fighting units. The weapons we have are superb and must be used. Prayer, penance, fasting, 

sacrifice and the sacraments are these. We must not fail God, or ourselves, or our fellow 

men and women at this time.  
 

 

 

 



There will be a second collection for last Friday’s (6 March) Lent Family Fast 
Day. Please remember to bring your envelopes. 
 

Open Church Wednesday 11th March 6–7pm. We will be opening the church 
for an hour of prayer and reflection. The theme this month will be Peace with Taizé music 
and readings. You are welcome to stay for the whole hour or you can just pop in for a few 
minutes. Tea and coffee will be available.   
 

Soup and Cheese Lunch. Wednesday 11th March in the Parish Room of St Bene-
dict's Church in aid of CAFOD. 12-2pm with a raffle and bring-and-buy table. Our soups 
are delicious and we are lucky to have homemade breads thanks to some very kind parish-
ioners. So do come and join a convivial gathering. Anyone needing a lift please call 01761 
232183 
 

Sources of Wisdom in a World Gone Mad. A talk by Laurence Freeman OSB 
Saturday March 14th at 2.15 p.m., Clifton Cathedral. Fr. Laurence is a Benedictine monk, 
spiritual teacher, and director of the Christian Meditation community. He will explore how 
we might live hopefully in this secular age – where many feel alienated from religion and 
meaning. How we might reconnect with traditions on which our future may depend. Please 
book either via Eventbrite https://fr-laurence-bristol-sources-wisdom.eventbrite.co.uk, con-
tact roger.layet@btinternet.com or call 01275 463727 Suggested voluntary donation £10. 
 

Art Exhibition and Open Day. Artist Rachel 
Wright will be exhibiting her paintings of Downside 
abbey and school here at Downside in the Abbey Visi-
tor Centre throughout March. On Saturday 14th March 
from 11am until 3pm there will be a ‘Meet the Artist’ 
event where Rachel will be at Downside showcasing 
her work together with an Open Day. There will be a 
tour of the abbey church at 11am and a tour of the 
monastery gardens at 1.30 p.m. Visit 
www.downsideabbey.co.uk for more information.   
 

Downside Abbey Lecture Series continues on Wednesday 18th March at 10am in 
the abbey visitor centre with a talk on the works of Dante and his reception by theologi-
ans and popes as well as in popular culture  For more information and to book, visit the 
abbey website www.downsideabbey.co.uk 
 

The funeral Mass of Doreen James will take place on Tuesday 24 March at 11.30 
in St Benedict’s Church 
 

The Daily Dose of Latin has begun! You will be tak-
en through St John’s Gospel. John 1, 1 was explained gram-
matically, and there were easy-to-understand references to the Greek original and to St 
Augustine, Erasmus and the pre-Vulgate versions of the Latin bible. The Classical Latin pro-
nunciation is used, which is a bit confusing for Catholics, but it is the pronunciation most 
students of Latin are taught. Emails arrive on Mondays and Thursdays. 



Forthcoming event. This year's St Patrick's party will be held in the Parish room on 
Saturday 21st March at 6.30 p. m. There will be food, drink, singing, dancing and a raffle. 
Tickets will cost £5 a head. All proceeds to charity. Numbers are limited so please add 
your names to the lists at the back of the church for catering purposes and if you can offer 
help in any way. 
 

St Vincent de Paul. Thank you to all who bought raffle tickets and helped raise 
£44.00. These funds and the stubs have been returned ready for the forthcoming draw this 
month.  
 

Every Friday during Lent at 7 p. m, The Stations Of The Cross will be prayed. 
 

Please pray for Ron Pullen who has passed away. Funeral details will follow soon.  
 

Coronavirus precautions at Mass: The Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales has advised Catholics with cold or ‘flu symptoms to refrain from receiving Com-
munion on the tongue or from the Chalice in order to help contain the spread of the 
coronavirus. We have not been advised to suspend the Sign of Peace or to cease offering 
the chalice.  Ministers of Holy Communion should sanitise their hands before Mass and 
everyone is encouraged to use the hand-sanitiser by the hosts as they come into the 
church. 

 
We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Brian Auty, Eileen  
Barrett, Laurence Bloom-Davis, Will and Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes, and Paula Taylor.   

 
Diocesan Prayer Link: Our Lady Queen of the Apostles, Cheddar; St Joseph and St 
Teresa, Wells  

 
Ecumenical Prayer Link: St Benedict’s, Stratton on the Fosse 
 

March Needs Fruit juice, Squash, Corned beef, Tinned tomatoes, Tomato ketchup, 
Brown sauce, Instant mashed potato, Milk powder, Sponge puddings, Shaving foam, Toilet 
cleaner, Household cleaners (not bleach) 

 
Rina Bird offers suggestions of ways to support our Young Catholic 

Adults through YouCAN. You can contact Rina on: 
<rinabird@outlook.com> 
•print one of the posters that you will find on the site telling everyone 
that you are praying for YouCAN 
•tell everyone you know about YouCAN, and ask them to do the same. 
Every Catholic in the UK needs to know what is happening! 

•plan an event for our young Catholic adults! From the site you will get some ideas of 
what is already happening. Maybe you can offer our young people another experience? 
Maybe you are in an area of the country where not much is happening. If you need help 
planning an event, I can help you. Just ask! If you send me details of an event that you have 
planned, preferably on a poster, I will add it to the Events section.  
•if you are not already on the list of prayer partners, and would like to be, send me your 
details and they will be added. If any existing details are incorrect, again, just let me know! 



Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 
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Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays in the crypt of 
Downside Abbey Church 
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
 

Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: March 12 is the Feast of St Gregory the 

Great, the patron of our monastic community at Downside. 

Mass will be at 10 a.m. in Abbey Church on Thursday 12 March. 

Everyone knows that St Gregory sent St Augustine to convert 

the Anglo-Saxons in 597. Less well known is that in 590 Rome 

suffered from floods and a plague that claimed the life of Pope 

Pelagius II. Gregory organized penitential processions. St Mi-

chael the Archangel was seen on top of the Mausoleum of Ha-

drian, sheathing his sword as a sign that the plague would 

cease. A bronze statue stands on that spot today. St Gregory 

was elected to succeed Pope Pelagius on 3 September in the 

same year.  


