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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) 

8TH DECEMBER 2019 
A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight 

(Matthew 3, 3; Isaiah 40, 3). 
 

OUR ADVENT SUNDAY displaces until 

Monday the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception of Our Lady. By this title the 

Church proclaims that from the first mo-

ment of her existence, in the womb of 

her mother Saint Anne, Mary was pre-

served from all stain of original sin. In 

this way she was especially prepared to 

be the mother of the Redeemer. It is a 

rather beautiful meditation, most suitable 

for Advent, upon the Messiah’s coming 

into our world. In fact, there are several 

other days before Christmas when we may quietly pray and  contemplate our mother, not 

least next Thursday, December 12th, Feast of Our Lady of Guadelupe. It is on this day that 

she is known as patroness and protectress of life in the womb. In an era where early life is 

so frequently sacrificed - one in two pregnancies is terminated - we offer our prayers and 

Mass in reparation.  

 And by God’s providential love, it is the day our nation goes to the polls. We pray for 

whoever is elected. May they be guided and inspired.  

 The holy season of Advent is a sort of divine invitation to each of us to make ready 

our hearts and lives for the Saviour to be born once more. He knocks softly on our door 

and many doors are bolted, barred and sound-proofed. Presents and parties, and the noise 

of this secular age may often distract us from the spiritual reality of our salvation and our 

destiny. Prompted by the Holy Spirit, and guided by your angel guardian, join the shepherds 

at the stable and joyfully adore. ‘Make your home in Me as I make Mine in you.’ Amen. 



Election 2019 Find out where your local candidates stand on life issues: In the 

next parliament there is probably going to be a push to introduce an extreme abortion law 

and a renewed push to introduce assisted suicide. Whatever your usual allegiances may be, 

when casting your vote, please reflect on the importance of human life. Find out where 

your local candidates stand on life issues - abortion and assisted suicide - by visiting 

www.righttolife.org.uk/bothlives 

 
There is a talk being held in the Abbey Visitor Centre at 10 a. m. on Tuesday 10th  
December. Hugh Wright has published a book, The Webbs of Odstock and this talk will delve 
into the history of this fascinating family from the Reformation to the Victorian era. The 
event is free but donations are welcome. Booking is essential by emailing  
sparsons@downside.co.uk or calling 01761 235323 
 

Dr Diana White’s Funeral: Fr Richard McKay has made the arrangements. The 

Mass will take place on Wednesday December 11 at 12.30 p.m. at St Peter’s Church (CofE), 

Camerton. The cremation will take place at Haycombe Cemetery & Crematorium at 2 p.m. 
 
Parish Carol Service Sunday 22nd December 3 p.m. Please put this date in 
your diary. The Carol Service will take place at 3 p.m. followed by refreshments and the  
annual Parish Draw. If you would like to be involved in the music, please contact Julie Justin 
(07930062552). 
 

Annual Parish Prize Draw.  Lots of great prizes. Tickets are now available for 
this fundraising event and can be found at the back of the church. Please support this by 
buying tickets yourself and selling tickets to family and friends. Money and ticket stubs can 
be handed to Fr Leo, Fr Michael and Philip Colbourne. The draw will take place on 22nd 
December after the Carol Service.          
 

Times of Christmas Services. 

Abbey Church: Tuesday 24 December: Mass at 4 p.m. Mass during the Night: 11 

p.m. Hot drinks will be served in the Abbey Visitor Centre after the Mass at 11 p. m. in the 

Abbey Church. Christmas Day: Mass at 10 a.m.  

St Benedict’s: Christmas Day: Mass at 9 a. m. and 11 a. m. There will be no 6 p.m. 

Mass in St Benedict’s on Christmas Day. 

 

This year's Advent Crib Festival will take place throughout Advent from the begin-

ning of December till 22nd December to help us to focus our minds on the prayer and 

preparation for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. As last year please bring your contribu-

tion and place on the altar steps at any time during Advent. The priests will bless the cribs 

on the 4th Sunday of Advent, after which they can be taken home. A poster with more in-

formation can be found in the porch, the parish room and the Abbey Visitor Centre. 

 



We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Gerald Walsh-Waring, 

Arthur Haynes, Eileen Barrett and Will and Detta Duggan  

 

Mass on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary will be in the Abbey Church at 10 a.m. 

 

Diocesan Prayer Link:  Cathedral Church of St Peter and Paul  
 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  Trinity Radstock 

 

The Truth About Plastics: The Good, the Bad and the 

Ugly: 6.15 p. m. 13th January 2020 at Komedia, Bath. Tickets cost 

£10 and are on sale now, through Bath Komedia box office as well 

as 3SG.  

https://www.komedia.co.uk/bath/talk/bath-ocean-plastic-day/ 

 

If you are new to our parish or are visiting, please 

make yourself known to Dom Michael or Dom Leo. If you are at 

the 10 a.m. Mass in the Abbey, please make yourself known to the priest saying the Mass.   

 

December Needs Biscuits, Brown sauce & ketchup, Corned 

beef, Custard, Dried pasta, Instant mashed potato, Meat pies 

(tinned), Pasta sauce, Powdered milk, Savoury rice, Sponge, 

Puddings, Super noodles & pot noodles, Tinned fruit, Tinned ham, 

Tinned potatoes, Tinned vegetables, Tuna, UHT milk. The foodbank 

is now collecting Christmas items. Many thanks also for the generous donations from the 

harvest services.  

 

Anna Dolman, a parishioner at St Benedicts church is currently training/studying to be 

a nanny at University. Anna will be available to babysit over the Christmas holidays from 

the 13th of December to the 5th of January.  Anyone who needs some babysitting around 

this time can get in touch with her on 07795839416 or dolmana@yahoo.com 

 
World Gifts from CAFOD are alternative charity gifts that transform lives. Perfect 

for Baptisms, birthdays and anniversaries, you can choose a unique, virtual gift that will 

make a real difference to a family living in poverty. And that warm and fuzzy feeling comes 

with free delivery! See here for information and to order: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ 

 

School of Joy Christmas Gifts: At coffee on Sunday mornings olive wood and 

embroidered items made by children with learning difficulties at their school in the 

Shepherd’s Field, Bethlehem, will be on sale. Your purchase helps this wonderful school for 

poor Christian and Muslim children to stay open and joyful.  



Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 
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Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays  
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: December Saints: Our Lady of Guadelupe: 12 December is not only 
Election Day but also the Memoria of Our Lady of Guadelupe. The invasion of Mexico was 
brutal and the missionaries who accompanied the conquistadors had little success. Then in 
1531 miracles began to happen. Mary appeared to the humble St Juan Diego, filling his 
cloak or tilma with roses in midwinter. When he took the tilma to his bishop and shook it 
out, there was depicted on its inside the image of Our Lady, known now all over the world. 
Because Our Lady is depicted pregnant, Our Lady of Guadelupe is the patron of the un-
born child. We should pray with her for Mexico as the country is still torn by murderous 
violence. It is the world’s most dangerous country for priests and for investigative journal-
ists, twelve of whom have been killed this year.  
St Lucy: Her Memoria falls on Friday 13 December, which, in the Julian calendar was the 
winter solstice. She was martyred in Syracuse in 304 during the persecution of Diocletian, 
and is remembered in the Roman Canon. Legend says she brought food and aid to Chris-
tians hiding in the catacombs using a candle-lit wreath to light her way and leave her hands 
free to carry as much food as possible. 


