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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) 

22ND DECEMBER 2019 

HOLY FAMILY (A) 

29TH DECEMBER 2019 

 

‘She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one 

who is to save his people from their sins’ (Matthew 1, 21). 

‘After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 

and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, 

and stay there until I tell you… (Matthew 2, 13). 

 

JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS, 

stop for a moment and still 

your mind. Hand over all your 

cares and worries, sorrows 

and fears to the Lord who 

loves you. Allow Him to lead 

you into the great feast at the 

deep level of grace. Your hearts 

(and mine) need so much to 

be healed of the wounds and emotional hurts which the world constantly inflicts upon us. 

Christ did not come simply for the people of His time. He comes now for you, but He 

awaits your invitation and respects your own decision.  

 This is the real event of Christmas, for which everything else is but the sign, the ex-

ternal worldly side. This side is also important, for this is a family occasion. Friendships 

must be repaired and renewed. Hospitality is a holy work, for many folk are lonely; and in 

need of a listening ear and a loving heart. To all of you is given the power to help others 

around you. Perhaps they are old and ill, or young and without hope. Minister to them in 

small and simple ways. A little, done with love, and done out of love, counts for more than 

any amount of cash. In serving others we indeed serve our saviour. The shepherds just 

knelt before the manger and adored. They gave their hearts and perhaps a lamb. But that 

was supremely pleasing to God. Let us welcome the Lord once more.     

 I wish you all a holy and happy Christmas.  

             Dom Michael Clothier 



Your spiritual preparations for Christmas: Please come to our parish carol 

service on Sunday 22nd December at 3 p.m. AND TO OUR PENANCE SERVICE ON 

MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER AT 7.30 P.M. 

 

Gerald Walsh-Waring: the funeral will take place at 2 p.m. on Monday 30 December 

in St Benedict’s Church.  

 

Parish Carol Service Sunday 22nd December 3 p.m. Please put this date in 

your diary. The Carol Service will take place at 3 p.m. followed by refreshments and the  

annual Parish Draw. If you would like to be involved in the music, please contact Julie Justin 

(07930062552). 

 

Annual Parish Prize Draw.  Lots of great prizes. Tickets are now available for 

this fundraising event and can be found at the back of the church. Please support this by 

buying tickets yourself and selling tickets to family and friends. Money and ticket stubs can 

be handed to Fr Leo, Fr Michael and Philip Colbourne. The draw will take place on 22nd 

December after the Carol Service.          

 

Times of Christmas Services. 

Abbey Church: Tuesday 24 December: Mass at 4 p.m. Mass during the Night: 11 

p.m. Hot drinks will be served in the Abbey Visitor Centre after the Mass at 11 p. m. in the 

Abbey Church. Christmas Day: Mass at 10 a.m.  

St Benedict’s: Christmas Day: Mass at 9 a. m. and 11 a. m. There will be no 6 p.m. 

Mass in St Benedict’s on Christmas Day. 

 

This year's Advent Crib Festival will take place throughout Advent from the begin-

ning of December till 22nd December to help us to focus our minds on the prayer and 

preparation for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. As last year please bring your contribu-

tion and place on the altar steps at any time during Advent. The priests will bless the cribs 

on the 4th Sunday of Advent, after which they can be taken home. A poster with more in-

formation can be found in the porch, the parish room and the Abbey Visitor Centre. 

 

To mark the New Calendar Year there will be Mass on New Year’s Eve in the 

crypt at 11 p.m. followed by refreshments in the Abbey Visitor Centre. The Mass will be 

the Mass of the Solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God, which concludes the Octave 

of Christmas. You will be most welcome to attend this prayerful greeting of the gift of a 

new year. 

 

The Truth About Plastics: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly: 6.15 p. m. 13th Jan-

uary 2020 at Komedia, Bath. Tickets cost £10 and are on sale now, through Bath Komedia 

box office as well as 3SG. https://www.komedia.co.uk/bath/talk/bath-ocean-plastic-day/ 

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Arthur Haynes, Eileen 

Barrett and Will and Detta Duggan  



Diocesan Prayer Link:  St Bonaventure, Bishopston; Holy Cross, Bedminster, St Mary

-on-the-Quay, Bristol, St James’ Priory, Bristol.  
 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  St Peter’s, Radstock; Trinity, Westfield 

 

If you are new to our parish or are visiting, please make yourself known to 

Dom Michael or Dom Leo. If you are at the 10 a.m. Mass in the Abbey, please make 

yourself known to the priest saying the Mass.   

 

December Needs Biscuits, Brown sauce & ketchup, Corned 

beef, Custard, Dried pasta, Instant mashed potato, Meat pies 

(tinned), Pasta sauce, Powdered milk, Savoury rice, Sponge 

puddings, Super noodles & pot noodles, Tinned fruit, Tinned ham, 

Tinned potatoes, Tinned vegetables, Tuna, UHT milk. The foodbank 

is now collecting Christmas items.  

 

Anna Dolman, a parishioner at St Benedicts church is currently training/studying to be 

a nanny at University. Anna will be available to babysit over the Christmas holidays from 

the 13th of December to the 5th of January.  Anyone who needs some babysitting around 

this time can get in touch with her on 07795839416 or dolmana@yahoo.com 

 
World Gifts from CAFOD are alternative charity gifts that transform lives. Perfect 

for Baptisms, birthdays and anniversaries, you can choose a unique, virtual gift that will 

make a real difference to a family living in poverty. And that warm and fuzzy feeling comes 

with free delivery! See here for information and to order: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ 

 

School of Joy Christmas Gifts: At coffee on Sunday mornings olive wood and 

embroidered items made by children with learning difficulties at their school in the 

Shepherd’s Field, Bethlehem, will be on sale. Your purchase helps this wonderful school for 

poor Christian and Muslim children to stay open and joyful.  

 

Book Review: The Way of a Pilgrim: Candid Tales of a Wanderer to 

His Spiritual Father, Penguin Classics 2019, ISBN: 978-0-241-20135-0  

 This anonymous classic is a wonderful manual for private 

prayer, as distinct from public and liturgical prayer. Readers are 

engaged by the adventures of a wandering pilgrim in nineteenth-

century Russia who is determined to discover the secret of praying 

‘without ceasing’ as St Paul tells the Thessalonians they should (I 

Thess 5, 17). He meets monks and soldiers, convicts and merchants, 

and a professor who has a genius for getting hold of the wrong end 

of every stick combined with unexpected humility. This is an 

unforgettable book that will lead you deeper into prayer, especially 

through the Jesus Prayer: ‘Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me a 

sinner.’  



Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 
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Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays  
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: The days following 
Christmas are rich with Saints’ Days. 
This year we can evangelize by insisting 
on dropping the term ‘Boxing Day’, 
which now has no significance, and call-
ing December 26 St Stephen’s Day, as is 
still done in Ireland and the rest of the 
Catholic world. St Stephen, one of the 
seven deacons, chosen by the Apostles 
to support them in their ministry, was 
the first to shed his blood for Christ. He bore witness to Christ, proclaiming that he could 
see him standing in glory at God’s right hand, and prayed for his killers as he died beneath 
their stones. His act of forgiveness, made in imitation of Jesus’ own, prepared the young 
man Saul for his transformation by the Risen Christ into Paul, the great missionary of the 
early Church.  


