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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) 
1 DECEMBER 2019 

 
‘Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect’ (Matthew 24, 44). 
 

A S WE PREPARE for the General Election on Thursday 
December 12 we may feel overwhelmed by the issues 

involved in deciding how to vote. By contrast Advent is a time 
of peaceful and joyful preparation for the coming of Christ 
into our world, and that may provide the best atmosphere for 
deciding which candidate to support. There is much to be said 
for the simple approach of choosing the person we believe 
will best serve the people of our constituency; it is unlikely 
that, as Catholics, we will be able to support every part of any Party’s policies or  
manifesto. 

Each party has its different understanding of the rights and duties that should be 
promoted to achieve a more just and prosperous society and of the means that will best 
achieve that goal. The Church asks us to keep a few fundamental principles in mind. The 
most fundamental of all is found in Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which asserts that ‘Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.’ Without 
the right to life no other right has any meaning. Tragically, in our time the right to life is be-
ing progressively withdrawn; indeed the right to terminate another’s life has been en-
shrined in law. Christians have always taken a stance against what St John Paul II called ‘the 
culture of death’. One of the Church’s earliest documents, the Didache, which dates to the 
first half of the second century and which seems to be based on an earlier Jewish cate-
chism, teaches: ‘do not murder a child by abortion or kill a new-born infant’ (Didache 2, 2). 
Another telling document of the early Church, the Letter to Diognetus, which also dates to 
the second century, describes how Christians ‘live in their own countries as though they 
were only passing through. They play their full role as citizens, but labour under all the disa-
bilities of aliens. Any country can be their homeland, but for them their homeland, wherev-
er it may be, is a foreign country. Like others, they marry and have children, but they do 
not expose them.’ 

As our society drifts rapidly back to paganism and away from belief in eternal life, 
you are fortunate if you have a candidate who supports the right to life on anything other 
than conditional and utilitarian grounds. But you can ensure that whoever is elected to 
represent you knows your views and may even feel empowered to support the right to life 
of the most vulnerable and innocent in our society in the face of increasingly powerful 
counter forces.            

            Dom Leo Maidlow-Davis 



Election 2019 Find out where your local candidates stand on life issues: In the 

next parliament there is probably going to be a push to introduce an extreme abortion law 

and a renewed push to introduce assisted suicide. Whatever your usual allegiances may be, 

when casting your vote, please reflect on the importance of human life. Find out where 

your local candidates stand on life issues - abortion and assisted suicide - by visiting 

www.righttolife.org.uk/bothlives 

 
'From the Top' Orchestra and Choir, Christmas Afternoon Tea Concert. Sunday 
1st December at 3 p.m. in Downside School Theatre. Tickets £8 (children free) in aid of 
Brain Tumour Research. See posters in porch and parish hall for details. 

 
The next Parish Social Evening is an Advent/pre-Christmas get-together. This will 
take place on Saturday 7th December from 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall. There will be home-
made soup, bread, cheese and a raffle together with some sing-along seasonal music. The 
cost will be £5 a head, with children free. More details will follow and a list will be put at 
the back of the church to request help and to gauge numbers for catering purposes. Please 
add your name to the list if you would like to attend or if you can offer help in any way. 
Thank you. 
 

There is a talk being held in the Abbey Visitor Centre at 10 a. m. on Tuesday 10th  
December. Hugh Wright has published a book, The Webbs of Odstock and this talk will delve 
into the history of this fascinating family from the Reformation to the Victorian era. The 
event is free but donations are welcome. Booking is essential by emailing  
sparsons@downside.co.uk or calling 01761 235323 

 
Parish Carol Service Sunday 22nd December 3 p.m. Please put this date in 
your diary. The Carol Service will take place at 3 p.m. followed by refreshments and the  
annual Parish Draw. If you would like to be involved in the music, please contact Julie Justin 
(07930062552). 
 

Annual Parish Prize Draw.  Lots of great prizes. Tickets are now available for 
this fundraising event and can be found at the back of the church. Please support this by 
buying tickets yourself and selling tickets to family and friends. Money and ticket stubs can 
be handed to Fr Leo, Fr Michael and Philip Colbourne. The draw will take place on 22nd 
December after the Carol Service.          
 

Times of Christmas Services. 

Abbey Church: Tuesday 24 December: Mass at 4 p.m. Mass during the Night: 11 

p.m. Hot drinks will be served in the Abbey Visitor Centre after the Mass at 11pm in the 

Abbey Church. Christmas Day: Mass at 10 a.m.  

St Benedict’s: Christmas Day: Mass at 9 a. m. and 11 a. m. There will be no 6 p.m. 

Mass in St Benedict’s on Christmas Day. 

 

 



The last session of the first series of the Sycamore course will be this Tuesday, 3rd 

December. As usual, we meet from about 7pm and start the film at 7:15pm. This week the 

topic will be “The Meaning of Love”. All are welcome, both those who have been regularly, 

and anyone who wants to come for the first time. We will probably do the second series 

of the course next year (assuming the films are available). Many thanks to all those who 

have attended and participated in the discussions for this course. It has been great! 

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Gerald Walsh-Waring, 

Arthur Haynes, Eileen Barrett and Will and Detta Duggan  

 

Please pray for Dr Diana White, who died on the 21 November. Funeral details 

will follow. 

 

Diocesan Prayer Link:  St Joseph, Bridgwater; Our Lady & English Martyrs, Burnham-

on-Sea  
 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  St Benedict’s, Stratton on the Fosse 

 

If you are new to our parish or are visiting, please make yourself known to 

Dom Michael or Dom Leo. If you are at the 10 a.m. Mass in the Abbey, please make 

yourself known to the priest saying the Mass.   

 

December Needs Biscuits, Brown sauce & ketchup, Corned 

beef, Custard, Dried pasta, Instant mashed potato, Meat pies 

(tinned), Pasta sauce, Powdered milk, Savoury rice, Sponge, 

Puddings, Super noodles & pot noodles, Tinned fruit, Tinned ham, 

Tinned potatoes, Tinned vegetables, Tuna, UHT milk. The foodbank 

is now collecting Christmas items. Many thanks also for the generous donations from the 

harvest services.  

 

Book Review: When the Church was Young: Voices of the Early 

Fathers by Marcellino d’Ambrosio. If the word ‘Trinity’ isn’t in the 

Bible, why is it so important to our faith? If the Bible can be 

interpreted in many ways, how do we know what to make of it? 

And who decided what should be in the Bible anyway? This 

fascinating and engaging book is a splendid introduction to and 

refresher course on the early Fathers who, following on from 

Jesus’ first Apostles, proclaimed his message to their world, sowed 

the seed of the Word in men’s hearts and nourished its growth 

amid the dangers that beset the Good News. The world of the 

Fathers was like ours in many ways and their wisdom can be of 

great importance to us. This book would make a wonderful 

Christmas present.  
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Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays  
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: Saturday 7 December is the Memoria of 

St Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church. Ambrose 

was appointed Bishop of Milan in 373 by popular acclaim 

even before he was baptized. As governor of Milan he had 

gone to the assembly to pacify a dispute between  

Catholics and the Arians, who maintained that Jesus was 

an exalted creature, but not divine. Catholics believe that 

only the Creator can restore the damage done to creation by sin. St Ambrose mediated so 

effectively that a cry arose, ‘Let Ambrose be bishop.’ Among his achievements can be  

mentioned his ability to read silently, the introduction of the eastern custom of singing 

hymns into the western church, and his reception of St Augustine of Hippo into the  

Catholic Church. Here are two quotations from St Ambrose:  ‘No one heals himself by 

wounding another.’ ‘If you have two shirts in your cupboard, one belongs to you and the 

other to the man with no shirt.’ 


