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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) 

19TH JANUARY 2020 
 

“The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the one who is  

going to baptise with the Holy Spirit” (John 1, 33b). 
 

SATURDAY 18 JANUARY marks the begin-

ning of our annual Octave of Prayer for Chris-

tian Unity. This day used to be the Confession 

of St Peter, and the Octave still finishes on the 

Feast of the Conversion of St Paul. The two 

great missionary Apostles, who both suffered 

martyrdom in Rome, have been the special 

patrons of this time of intense prayer, which 

was initiated in 1908 by Fr Paul Wattson 

shortly before he entered the Catholic 

Church together with the Franciscan Sisters 

and Friars of the Atonement.  

Jesus, on the night before he suffered death, prayed to his Father: ‘With me in them 

and you in me, may they be so perfected in unity that the world will recognise that it was 

you who sent me and that you have loved them as you have loved me’ (John 17, 23). Jesus 

prays for our unity so that by means of it the world will be awoken and drawn into God’s 

love. This is an amazing responsibility; we long for the grace to enable it to become reality 

in a world that needs God’s love so desperately. 

As part of this crucial Octave of Prayer, Wells Cathedral Choir will come to Down-

side Abbey Church on Sunday 19 January to sing Choral Evensong at 3 p.m. This evening 

prayer parallels our Vespers and is a sacrifice of praise that all can participate in whole-

heartedly. Do come. On Friday 24 January the monks and Downside School Choir will go 

to Wells Cathedral to sing Vespers at 5.15 p.m. Again, try not to miss this special oppor-

tunity to pray for the unity of Christians that Jesus teaches us to be so essential. 

And this year we will have an added opportunity for ecumenical prayer and collabo-

ration with our Seven Sacraments Flower Festival, which you can read about in this news-

letter. 
 
              



Young Catholic Adults Retreat 21 to 23 February 2020 at Downside 

Abbey  
"Understanding the World as God's Portrait: a Retreat musing on the 

magnificence of the Incarnation."  

 All young Catholics aged 18 to 35ish are invited to attend 

this residential Retreat at Downside Abbey. The principal speak-

er is Sebastian Morello, formator and lecturer at the Centre for 

Catholic Formation in London, and known for his stimulating 

and challenging insights into the Catholic Christian tradition. 

One of the Downside Monks, Fr. Anselm Brumwell, will also be 

speaking about The Biblical Revelation of God. 

The Downside young adult group, developed with Clifton 

Diocese, now comprises over 180 young people from across 

the country. These Retreats are a wonderful opportunity to 

meet new people, and stay in touch with old friends in the beau-

tiful setting of Downside Abbey. In addition to the talks, you will be able to join the Bene-

dictine Monastic Community in celebrating Holy Mass, the Divine Office and Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament. 

The residential cost, all meals included, is: 

£60 in shared accommodation in Retreat House 

£80 in En-suite Twin Room in Monastery Guest Wing 

Non-Residential Cost, all meals included: £50 

Contact rinabird@outlook.com for programme and to book. 

 

Seven Sacraments Flower Festival: We are planning to hold a flower festival on 

July 17, 18, 19 (Friday to Sunday) in St Benedict’s Church. The theme will be the seven sac-

raments. There will be refreshments and an organ recital. In due course help will be re-

quested. If you are interested in contributing an arrangement, please let Fr Michael know. 

St Vigor’s Church has offered to help, so it promises to be a truly ecumenical celebration. 

 

Sunday of the Word of God, January 26: To help mark this new Sunday of the 

Word of God we will make special arrangements. In the porch the Scriptures will be prom-

inently displayed. There will also be a prominent Bible on the altar, and in the Bidding Pray-

ers we will have a prayer of thanksgiving for the gift of God’s Word. But most important of 

all will be our attentive listening to God’s Word and our obedient enacting of it. As Chris-

tians we find ourselves in a world increasingly unfamiliar with God’s Word; we have to 

deepen our love and understanding of our Bible as the place where we encounter God 

our Father, who speaks to our heart, and gives us the strength we need for our journey. 

Pope Francis has chosen this particular Sunday to celebrate God’s Word because it falls in 

the season when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with the Jewish people and 

pray for Christian Unity. 

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Brian Auty, Laurence 

Bloom-Davis, Arthur Haynes, Eileen Barrett and Will and Detta Duggan  

Sebastian Morello 



Bible Quiz Question: The winner of last week’s quiz was Helen Harrold; the runner-

up was Neil Harrison. The answer was Eli, who called his two sons Phinehas and Hophni (1 

Samuel 1, 3b). ‘Hophni’ means ‘tadpole’ in Egyptian. (Fr Leo would be fascinated to know 

how this information was discovered.) Congratulations to our winners. Fr Michael has 

their prize.  

Next week’s connected question is ‘From whom had the glory gone forth?’ Answers 

to Dom Leo domleo@downside.co.uk; Tel: 01761 235 107 

 

Week of Prayerful Christian Unity: As part of this 

week, Downside welcomes Wells Cathedral Choir here on Sun-

day 19th January at 3 p. m.  for choral evensong. Then on Friday 

24th January at 5.15 p. m., the monastic community and the 

Schola Cantorum of Downside school sing Vespers at Wells Ca-

thedral. All are welcome to attend both events.  

 

Diocesan Prayer Link:  St Teresa of the Child Jesus, Filton; 

St Vincent de Paul, Southmead  
 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  St Benedict’s, Stratton on the 

Fosse 

 

If you are new to our parish or are visiting, please make yourself known to 

Dom Michael or Dom Leo. If you are at the 10 a.m. Mass in the Abbey, please make your-

self known to the priest saying the Mass.   

 
January Needs Coffee, UHT milk, powdered milk, long-life 

fruit juice, sponge puddings, washing-up liquid, cleaning products.  

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who donated Christmas fare and  

essential items so generously before Christmas. You really made a 

difference! 

 
World Gifts from CAFOD are alternative charity gifts that transform lives. Perfect 

for Baptisms, birthdays and anniversaries, you can choose a unique, virtual gift that will 

make a real difference to a family living in poverty. And that warm and fuzzy feeling comes 

with free delivery! See here for information and to order: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ 

 

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please contact Steve Parsons 
sparsons@downside.co.uk 
 

Items for the Newsletter If you would like to contribute items for consideration 
for inclusion in the Parish Newsletter, please send to: sparsons@downside.co.uk or call 
01761 235323)  
 
 

mailto:domleo@downside.co.uk


Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 

www.downsideabbey.co.uk 

monks@downside.co.uk 

01761 235100 

Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays in the crypt of 
Downside Abbey Church 
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
 

Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: Saturday 25 January is the Feast of the Con-

version of St Paul. It recalls the moment when the young Saul, 

travelling to Damascus to persecute the disciples of Jesus who 

were gathered there, suddenly had a blinding encounter with 

the risen Christ (Acts 9, 1-19) who asked, ‘Saul, Saul, why are 

you persecuting me?’ As Saul is entrusted with proclaiming the 

Gospel to the Gentiles, he takes the gentile name of Paul (Acts 

13, 9). Paul’s conversion and subsequent life, which was world 

transforming, is a testimony to the power of forgiveness. As he 

participated in the stoning of the young Stephen, he must have 

heard him say as he knelt down ‘Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them’ (Acts 7, 60).  Caravaggio 1601 


