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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (C) 

17TH NOVEMBER 2019 
‘You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relations and friends; and 

some of you will be put to death. You will be hated by all men on account of my 

name, but not a hair of your head will be lost. Your endurance will win you your 

lives’ (Luke 21, 16-19). 

 

I N HIS THOUGHTS about Church Councils, St 
John Henry Newman observed how they were 

called to resolve conflicting ideas within the Church; 
the process that gave rise to their definitions is  
regularly one of conflict, and thereafter there is no 
less regularly a great resistance to their definitions 
on the part of portions of Christendom. It is  
important to keep Newman’s perspective in mind as 
we hear about the report issued by the Synod on 
the Amazon. This report gives recommendations to Pope Francis for his consideration; it  
cannot make decisions on its own account; it is not a Church Council.  

Why the Amazon region is nonetheless of such importance is widely understood. 
Today it is one of the most problematic places on earth and the Church must work out 
how best to respond to the needs of its many diverse people and of the ecological sys-
tems they inhabit. Bringing salvation and the joy of the Gospel to men and women has nev-
er been easy; in the past the colonisation of the Americas was often a mix of splendid her-
oism and great brutality, as vividly depicted by Roland Joffé’s film The Mission. Mistakes have 
been made that the Church will not want to repeat.  

An extra dimension of our times is our awareness of how fragile and important to 
the health of the world the ecology of the Amazon Basin is. The Church is asking us to live 
in ways that are more respectful of God’s creation and of those, especially the poor, who 
share the gift of creation with us. We must be ready to learn from the native inhabitants 
and to respect them. The report requests that a new Amazonian Rite be developed for the 
native peoples as an addition to the 23 Rites that already exist in the Catholic Church. A 
difficult area here will be respecting traditional native beliefs without compromising the 
unique Christian recognition of the Trinity as the God of Love revealed to us through the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

The Amazon flows through nine different countries, making coherent approaches 
still more difficult. On top of that many of the big players in the region are the Multi-
Nationals, who sometimes operate above political authority. The report suggests that the 
Church develop a new Episcopal Synod for the Amazon region together with an Amazoni-
an Catholic University.  



A great deal of attention has been given to the suggestions that married viri probati 
be ordained to bring the Eucharist to remote regions and that fresh consideration be given 
to ordaining women deacons. A concern among some Catholics is that permissions given 
in difficult circumstances are rapidly appropriated by people living in quite different circum-
stances and for quite different reasons. Pope Francis cannot ignore the problems of the 
Amazon; the media, who have no responsibility for decisions taken, will be full of strident 
recommendations. The least, and perhaps the best we can do in our parish of St Benedict is 
pray for Pope Francis and trust in the Wisdom of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Winter arrangements in the Abbey Church: From Monday 18th November, 
starting at vespers, the monastic community will move to the crypt of the Abbey Church 
for celebration of the Opus Dei (Office or the Prayer of the Church) and Mass on week-
days. We hope this will keep everyone warmer and enable us to explore a more intimate 
space for prayer and worship. As always, Parishioners are most welcome to join us for 
Mass and Office at the times that are always published on the back page of this newsletter. 

 
Diocesan Year of Communion: on Friday 22 November Dom Michael will go to 
Bristol to receive the documents that will help our Parish prepare for the Diocesan Year of 
Communion. The Presentation of materials will take place in the Cathedral at 7 p.m.  
Parishioners are encouraged to join Fr Michael at this important event. 
 

Annual General Meeting of the PPC: The Parish Pastoral Council will have its 
AGM on the Feast of Christ the King (Sunday 24 November) after the 6 p.m. Mass. There 
will be a short review of the Parish’s year and nominations for the appointment or  
election of Officers. All are encouraged to attend  
 

The next Parish Social Evening is an Advent/pre-Christmas get together. This will 
take place on Saturday 7th December from 6pm in the Parish Hall. There will be home 
made soup, bread, cheese and a raffle together with some sing-along seasonal music. The 
cost will be £5 a head, with children free. More details will follow and a list will be put at 
the back of the church to request help and to gauge numbers for catering purposes. Please 
add your name to the list if you would like to attend or if you can offer help in any way. 
Thank you. 
 

World Day of Prayer World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church  
organisation which enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: 
their hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. An international 
committee is based in New York and there are national committees in each participating 
country. Regional conferences meet to consider the service and then local groups make 
their plans. The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in Samoa and 
prayer in native languages travels throughout the world - through Asia, Africa, the Middle 
East, Europe and the Americas before finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later. 
Locally, there is a service on Friday 6th March 2.pm at Midsomer Norton Methodist 

Church. To learn more visit: wwdp.org.uk  

 

'From the Top' Orchestra and Choir, Christmas Afternoon Tea Concert. Sunday 
1st December at 3pm in Downside School Theatre. Tickets £8 (children free) in aid of 
Brain Tumour Research. See posters in porch and parish hall for details. 



Last week’s Sycamore Course looked at the 

reasons for prayer and ways of praying. This week’s 

session is called “Finding True Freedom” and will 

consider the question of free will and morality. Potential 

for great discussions and questions to be asked and 

answered. As always, everyone is welcome, whether you 

have been before or not. We meet on Tuesday at 7pm 

in the parish centre, with the video at 7:15pm. Please 

note that there will be no session on Tuesday, 26 

November. The final session is on 3 December. 
 

Love and Mercy – Faustina: This film on Divine Mercy and the mission of Sr Faustina 

Kowalska is to be released in Odeon Cinemas around the country on November 18, 2019. 
You will be able to see it in the Bath cinema at 8.45 p.m. If you are able to go, please let us 
know how it affected you. Apologies for the notice last week saying the film was available 
in Frome, which unfortunately it is not.  
 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Arthur Haynes, Eileen 
Barrett and Will and Detta Duggan  
 

Diocesan Prayer Link:  St Mary, Bath 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  St Nicholas,  Radstock 
 

If you are new to our parish or are visiting, please make yourself known to 
Dom Michael or Dom Leo. If you are at the 10 a.m. Mass in the Abbey, please make 
yourself known to the priest saying the Mass.   
 

November Needs Biscuits, Brown sauce & ketchup, 
Corned beef, Custard, Dried pasta, Instant mashed potato, Meat 
pies (tinned), Pasta sauce, Powdered milk, Savoury rice, Sponge, 
Puddings, Super noodles & pot noodles, Tinned fruit, Tinned 
ham, Tinned potatoes, Tinned vegetables, Tuna, UHT milk. The foodbank is now collecting 
Christmas items. Many thanks also for the generous donations from the harvest services.  

 
Would all parishioners who have a red Missio collection box please return them to 

the table in St Benedict’s by the newsletters so the contents can be sent off? New boxes 
should be available from the church porch. 

 
If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please contact Steve Parsons 
sparsons@downside.co.uk 
 

Items for the Newsletter If you would like to contribute items for consideration 
for inclusion in the Parish Newsletter, please send to: sparsons@downside.co.uk or call 
01761 235323)  
 
 



Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 
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Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays  
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: St Hugh of Lincoln’s feast falls on Tuesday 19  

November. Hugh was born in Burgundy in 1135. He became an 

Augustinian at the age of 15 when his widower father retired 

with him to a monastery. In 1160 he became a Carthusian. Henry 

II of England had to do penance for the slaying of St Thomas 

Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, a penance that involved  

founding a Carthusian monastery at Witham Friary, close to us in  

Somerset; Hugh was appointed third Prior after his predecessors 

had struggled with the apparently hopeless task. In 1181 he was  

appointed Bishop of Lincoln, dying in 1200. He loved to return 

every year to Witham for rest and prayer, holding the community 

with its lay brothers there in great affection. ’Here...he could 

boast he had exchanged the storms of the world for the peace of heaven.’ He is often  

depicted with his pet swan.  


