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 THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) 
16TH FEBRUARY 2020 

 
He has set fire and water before you; put out your hand to whichever you prefer. 
Man has life and death before him; whichever a man likes better will be given 

him. (Ecclesiasticus 15, 16-17) 
 
Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazonia), Pope 
Francis’s exhortation following the Ama-
zon Synod, was published on Wednesday 
12 February. The document has much to 
say to us, and not just because the Ama-
zon region, together with the biomes of 
the Congo and Borneo, is critical to the 
healthy functioning of our planet. Pope 
Francis has kept his Exhortation brief, not 
wishing to detract from the final report of the Synod itself; he says that the people who 
live there ‘know better than myself or the Roman Curia’ the problems and issues of the 
region. The Pope dreams of an Amazonia that fights for the rights of the poor, the original 
indigenous peoples and the least of our brothers and sisters. He insists, remarkably, that 
the poor must be foremost in any dialogue; ‘they are not just another party to be won 
over, or merely another individual seated at a table of equals’. Without them we will 
achieve once again nothing but ‘a plan drawn up by the few for the few’. From a Christian 
perspective it is especially in the poor that Christ is served. It is not possible to summarize 
this short but rich and often poetic document in our newsletter. Reading it has reminded 
me of St Gregory the Great, who was so concerned that the Gospel be preached in Eng-
land at a time when it seemed remote and peripheral, and of Archbishop Bede Polding, 
founder of St Benedict’s Primary School in 1825, who was alert, ahead of most of his con-
temporaries, to the injustices and violence inflicted on the Australian Aborigines. The Pope 
sees the proclamation of Christ as the essential Good News that the Church brings to 
Amazonia. Our sacred Scripture and respect for the sacred texts of other religions, our 
seven sacraments, our belief in Jesus, the Logos and sole Redeemer of the world, and our 
devotion to his Mother are not merely treasures to share but are vital to the full human 
flourishing of our world. Without these riches the world will be ‘swallowed up by its own 
immanence (the sense that we do not need God), its spiritual emptiness, its complacent 
selfishness, its consumerist and self-destructive individualism.’ With these riches we will 
discover not only new beauty and wonder in nature, but a new ‘holiness with Amazonian 
features, called to challenge the universal Church’. You can find the whole document on 
www.vatican.va under Apostolic Exhortations. 

http://www.vatican.va


Coronavirus precautions at Mass: The Bishops’ Conference of England and 

Wales has advised Catholics with cold or ‘flu symptoms to refrain from receiving Com-

munion on the tongue or from the Chalice in order to help contain the spread of the 

coronavirus. We have not been advised to suspend the Sign of Peace or to cease offering 

the chalice.  Ministers of Holy Communion should sanitise their hands before Mass and 

everyone is encouraged to use the hand-sanitiser by the hosts as they come into the 

church. 

 

Young Catholic Adults Retreat 21 to 23 February 2020 at Downside 

Abbey "Understanding the World as God's Portrait: a Retreat 

musing on the magnificence of the Incarnation."  

 All young Catholics aged 18 to 35ish are invited to at-

tend this residential Retreat at Downside Abbey. The princi-

pal speaker is Sebastian Morello, formator and lecturer at the 

Centre for Catholic Formation in London, and known for his 

stimulating and challenging insights into the Catholic Chris-

tian tradition. One of the Downside Monks, Fr. Anselm Brum-

well, will also be speaking about The Biblical Revelation of God. 

 The Downside young adult group, developed with Clif-

ton Diocese, now comprises over 180 young people from 

across the country. These Retreats are a wonderful oppor-

tunity to meet new people, and stay in touch with old friends 

in the beautiful setting of Downside Abbey. In addition to the talks, you will be able to join 

the Benedictine Monastic Community in celebrating Holy Mass, the Divine Office and Ado-

ration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

The residential cost, all meals included, is: 

 £60 in shared accommodation in Retreat House 

 £80 in En-suite Twin Room in Monastery Guest Wing  

 Non-Residential Cost, all meals included: £50 

Contact rinabird@outlook.com for programme and to book. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul (SVP) National Raffle tickets are on sale in the church porch to 

raise funds to support the SVP’s ‘work with people facing isolation, loneliness and a daily 

struggle with poverty’ in England and Wales. Tickets cost £1 each and there are various 

cash prizes. We are looking for new members for our SVP group at St. Benedict's where 

our focus is befriending. If you are interested in joining please contact Rosemary Tatar: 

07790 441483 PresidentB040517@svp.org.uk 

 

The latest Downside Abbey Lecture Series has been launched and features a 

number of lectures on a wide variety of subjects. Lectures include the archaeology of Bath 

Abbey, the works of Dante, St Alphege and the Dunkirk Diary of Dom Gervase Hobson-

Matthews. More information and dates can be found on the abbey website 

www.downsideabbey.co.uk 



Funerals: Emmi di Maggio’s funeral will take place in St Benedict’s church on Friday 21 

February at 10 a.m.   

Sheila Noad’s funeral will take place in St Benedict’s church on Friday 28 February at 11 

a.m. May they rest in the peace of Christ. 

 

This week’s competition: A prize will be awarded for the best picture representing 

Beloved Amazonia. 

 

On Friday 28th February, and every Friday during Lent at 1900hrs, The Stations Of 

The Cross will be prayed. 

 

Confirmation: Anyone who wishes to be prepared for Confirmation should see Dom 

Michael or Dom Leo. The Bishop will be coming to confirm at Downside in the Abbey 

Church on Friday 15 May at 18.30. Preparation will consist of a series of instructions given 

by Dom Michael.  

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Brian Auty, Eileen  

Barrett, Laurence Bloom-Davis, Will and Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes, and Paula Taylor.   

 

Diocesan Prayer Link:  St Edmund, Calne; St Anthony of Padua, Melksham  

 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  Trinity Westfield 
 

February Needs Many thanks for your continuing help and 

support. Please choose items from the following list only. This 

system is working well for all concerned. Thank you! 

Coffee, Instant mash, Powdered milk, Puddings, Tinned spaghetti, 

Tinned tomatoes, Tomato ketchup & brown sauce, Cleaning 

products (not bleach), Deodorants, Kitchen rolls, Razors, Shaving foam 

 

Noah’s Camp 10th-14th August 

2020 Some families from the parish attend-

ed Noah's Camp in Gloucestershire for 4 

days in August last year It was a wonderful 

time for spiritual renewal as well as being 

lots of fun. We made new friends and heard 

some really inspirational speakers including 

Pippa Baker and Charles and Sue Whitehead. 

There were seminars, crafts, streams for all 

ages. Families of all ages and stages are truly 

blessed here.  If you want to know more 

about this year’s camp go to www.noahscamp.co.uk or contact Jo Harrison 

on joanneisfly@hotmail.com 



Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 

Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays in the crypt of 
Downside Abbey Church 
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
 

Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: This week, to tie in with the Amazonian 

theme, our chosen saint is St Turibius of Mogrovejo, whose 
feast day is March 23. He was appointed Archbishop of Li-
ma in 1581. Three times he traversed his entire archdio-
cese on foot and alone, exposed to tempests and torrents 
as well as the wild beasts and tropical heat, fevers and 
threats from hostile tribes. He baptized and confirmed al-
most half a million people, including the future Saint Rose 
and Saint Martin de Porres and also Saint Francis Solano (who later became a close friend) 
and Blessed Juan Masías. In 1591 he founded the first seminary in the western hemisphere, 
where he made learning indigenous languages a prerequisite in the seminarians’ formation. 
He was a champion of the rights of the natives against their Spanish masters. He himself 
learnt the local dialects for better communication with the native people. St Turibius also 
worked to implement the decrees from the Council of Trent and made evangelization a 
core theme in his episcopal career. He produced a trilingual catechism in Spanish as well as 
in the native languages of Quechua and Aymara. He approved the excommunication of 
those clerics who engaged in business ventures, since it was known that there were some 
clerics who exploited the natives for work and profit. It is easy to see why Pope Francis 
praises St Turibius in his Apostolic Exhortation.  


