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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT (A) 
15TH MARCH 2020 

 
‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again; but anyone who drinks the water 
that I shall give will never be thirsty again: the water that I shall give will turn into 

a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life’ (John 4, 14). 
 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT was called Scrutiny 
Sunday in the early Church, because it was on this day 
that the examination of the catechumens, who were to 
be admitted to Baptism at the Vigil on Easter night, be-
gan. Hence the watery theme in today’s readings. The 
preparation for Baptism (the catechumenate) was long, 
lasting about three years, because you had a lot to 
learn, especially if you were a non-Jew and needed to 
come to know the whole Bible story of God’s creation 
and his work to save us from sin and death. To help 
them organize what they were learning, the Catechu-
mens would commit to memory the Apostles’ Creed, which we still say and around which 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church is organized. Traditionally each Apostle composed 
one of the twelve parts of the Creed. I have added their names here for you interest.  
1. I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,(Peter) 
2. and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,(Andrew) 
3. who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,(James the Great) 
4. suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;(John) 
5. he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;(Thomas) 
6. he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

(James the Less) 
7. from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.(Philip) 
8. I believe in the Holy Spirit, (Bartholomew) 
9. the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, (Matthew) 
10. the forgiveness of sins, (Simon) 
11. the resurrection of the body,(Jude/Thaddaeus) 
12. and life everlasting. Amen.(Matthias) 
But the catechumens were not just tested on what they knew. They had to show they had 
begun to live a new and truly Christian way of life, leaving behind their sinful past, which 
would often have involved the exploitation of other people. It was for that reason that 
some who wanted to become Christians (including future canonized saints) held back 
many years before their baptism. Those of us who have already been baptized can use this 
time to deepen our life in Christ and prepare to renew our Baptismal Promises and to be 
blessed afresh with baptismal water at the Easter Vigil. 



Corona Virus Precautions: For the time being the holy water stoups will be emp-

tied. Instead, Mass on Sundays will begin with the Asperges to remind us of our Baptismal 

life shared in Christ. The chalice will not be offered at Holy Communion. Please receive the 

Body of Christ on your open hand, held flat so as to minimise the chance of hand-to-hand 

contacts. At the sign of peace let us acknowledge one another with a bow, but not with a 

handshake. 

 

Ron Pullen: the 11 a.m. Mass on Sunday 15 March will be offered especially for Ron Pul-

len. 

 

Downside Abbey Lecture Series continues on Wednesday 18th March at 10am in 

the abbey visitor centre with a talk on the works of Dante and his reception by theologi-

ans and popes as well as in popular culture  For more information and to book, visit the 

abbey website www.downsideabbey.co.uk 

 

This year's St Patrick's Party will be held in 

the Parish room on Saturday 21 March at 6.30 p. m. 

There will be food, drink, singing, dancing and a raf-

fle. Tickets will cost £5 a head. All proceeds to char-

ity. Numbers are limited so please add your names 

to the lists at the back of the church for catering 

purposes and if you can offer help in any way. 

 

Please join us for Pierre Le Corf speaking at Ammerdown about Daily 

Life in Aleppo on Sunday 22nd March, 3-5pm. This is FREE event with 

donations for We are Superheroes! There are limited places. Please book on 

01761 433709 or email christine.clinch@ammerdown.org 

 

The funeral Mass of Doreen James will take place on Tuesday 24 

March at 11.30 in St Benedict’s Church 

 

Bethlehem has been especially severely hit by the corona virus. Fr Mamdouh of the 

School of Joy has written to say: ‘Greetings from the sorrow city Bethlehem. Bethlehem is 

affected by virus Corona, and we have till now twenty cases. We are all locked in our hous-

es, not allowed to go out, no more tourists, the Church of Nativity is closed, all hotels are 

closed, all borders are closed; we are captured inside. Please pray for us.’  

One way to help is to contribute by way of Friends of the Holy Land. Visit their site:  

https://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/ 

 

Every Friday during Lent at 7 p. m, The Stations Of The Cross will be prayed. 

mailto:christine.clinch@ammerdown.org
https://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/


We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Brian Auty, Eileen  

Barrett, Laurence Bloom-Davis, Will and Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes, and Paula Taylor.   

 

Diocesan Prayer Link: St Gregory the Great/St Thomas More, Cheltenham; Sacred 

Hearts of Jesus and Mary, Charlton Kings  

 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  Trinity, Radstock 
 

March Needs Fruit juice, Squash, Corned beef, Tinned toma-

toes, Tomato ketchup, Brown sauce, Instant mashed potato, Milk 

powder, Sponge puddings, Shaving foam, Toilet cleaner, Household 

cleaners (not bleach) 

 

Rina Bird offers suggestions of ways to support our Young Catholic 

Adults through YouCAN. You can contact Rina on: 

<rinabird@outlook.com> 

•print one of the posters that you will find on the site telling everyone 

that you are praying for YouCAN 

•tell everyone you know about YouCAN, and ask them to do the same. 

Every Catholic in the UK needs to know what is happening! 

•plan an event for our young Catholic adults! From the site you will get some ideas of 

what is already happening. Maybe you can offer our young people another experience? 

Maybe you are in an area of the country where not much is happening. If you need help 

planning an event, I can help you. Just ask! If you send me details of an event that you have 

planned, preferably on a poster, I will add it to the Events section.  

•if you are not already on the list of prayer partners, and would like to be, send me your 

details and they will be added. If any existing details are incorrect, again, just let me know! 

 

Confirmation: Anyone who wishes to be prepared for Confirmation should see Dom 

Michael or Dom Leo. The Bishop will be coming to confirm at Downside in the Abbey 

Church on Friday 15 May at 18.30. Preparation will consist of a series of instructions given 

by Dom Michael.  

 

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please contact Steve Parsons 

sparsons@downside.co.uk 

 

Items for the Newsletter If you would like to contribute items for consideration 

for inclusion in the Parish Newsletter, please send to: sparsons@downside.co.uk or call 

01761 235323)  



Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 

www.downsideabbey.co.uk 

monks@downside.co.uk 

01761 235100 

Registered Charity Number 1158507 

Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays in the crypt of 
Downside Abbey Church 
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
 

Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: Tuesday 17 March is the Feast of St 

Patrick (c. 390-461). Patrick, whose father was a dea-

con and grandfather a priest, was born somewhere in 

the west of Britain. In an early life that resembles that 

of Joseph in Genesis, he was captured by Irish pirates 

and enslaved. He prayed as he watched over sheep 

and came to a deep and personal knowledge of Jesus 

Christ. Somehow he escaped from slavery and returned home. Eventually he was ordained, 

perhaps in the monastery at Lerins in the south of France. He knew he had been called to 

bring the Gospel to Ireland and returned there c. 435. He established his see at Armagh 

and from here made his missionary journeys. He raised the people from the worship of 

creation to the Creator made known to us through Jesus Christ. The Irish or Celtic cross 

is thought to represent the cross of Jesus shining from the midst of the sun.  


