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THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD (A) 

12TH JANUARY 2020 

 

‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him’ (Matthew 3, 17) 
 
On 26th January Pope Francis has asked us to cel-
ebrate a new Lord’s Day feast to be known as the 
Sunday of the Word of God. As with ‘Bible Sunday’ 
in the reformed communities, we are to give 
thanks to God for His word in the sacred scrip-
ture, and to commit ourselves to regular and 
prayerful use of the Bible.  
 The Pope sees this Sunday as the start of an 
ongoing celebration which we rediscover for our-
selves the treasures of God’s dialogue with His 
people. We are therefore called to a change of atti-
tude, and indeed a change of our comfortable rou-
tine. Each day should have a moment, however 
brief, when we allow the Lord to speak to our 
hearts and minds, In this way, and according to His 
plan, we are actually fed by the scriptures and Pope 
Francis draws a parallel between this food and the 
body and blood of Christ. We are both sustained 
and educated by the Bible. We perceive we are a 
part of God’s people, and a part of His divine eter-
nal design. We grow in the knowledge and love of 
God and in our own self-awareness as members of the body of Christ. The Holy Spirit is 
the supreme ‘activator’ of our fruitful use of the scriptures. We should thus invoke Him be-
fore we open them up. ‘The spirit gives life.’ (2. Cor. 3:6). 
 This new Sunday is not just an invitation for us to do something new and different. 
Rather it is also a knocking by Jesus on our door so that he may minister to us. We must 
hear his gentle knock and bid Him enter in (Rev. 3:20) 
 
                  Dom Michael Clothier 



St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) Mass for SVP intention will be celebrated on 

the Anniversary of our formation on Thursday 16 January at 6 p.m. All welcome. 

 

Introducing the 

Daily Dose of 

Latin: If you would 

like to know more 

about Latin and es-

pecially the Latin Bible (the Vulgate), then you should look at DailyDoseofLatin.com This 

wonderful programme delivers a daily e-mail to you that will take two minutes to read. It 

will lead you through St John’s Gospel in Latin verse by verse, with careful and accessible 

explanations. Amazingly, this is provided by a Southern Baptist College (Boyce College, 

Louisville, KY.), which runs similar excellent courses in Hebrew and Greek; they want as 

many people as possible to have access to the Bible in the original language, and though 

Latin is not one of the original languages, they point out that it is the language very many 

Christians have been reading the Bible in for most of Christian history. The emails come 

free of charge; quite reasonably they do invite contributions to their running costs. It is ad-

dictive. You have been warned! 
 

Downside Library Collections: We 

are amazingly fortunate that we can own a 

complete Bible in a single volume at no great 

expense. It took hundreds of years of patient 

development to achieve this marvel. Here we 

show a beautiful thirteenth-century Parisian 

manuscript, part of the Downside Abbey li-

brary collections, that contains the entire Bi-

ble in one portable volume known as 

a vademecum (‘go-with-me’) Bible. The thir-

teenth was the first century in which single-

volume Bibles became available. Such books were popular amongst mendicant preach-

ers who travelled widely across Western Europe to preach to the laity. Having a Bible 

in one volume enabled these preachers to compose sermons on the go for any occa-

sion. The parchment used was exceptionally well produced and extremely thin, mean-

ing more folios could be bound in a single book, which weighed significantly less than a 

coarser production. 

 Vademecum Bibles contained only the words of Scripture, without any gloss. The 

pages are laid out in two densely-packed columns of 48 lines each, allowing for a large 

amount of biblical text on a single folio: Many pages of this bible fit over 600 words. As 

the first portable single-volume Bibles written in a compact script and illustrated spar-

ingly, manuscripts like this one are the direct ancestors of the standard-format Bible 

still in use today.  

 This particular bible was given to Downside Abbey by Dom Leo’s father.  



We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Laurence Bloom-Davis, 
Arthur Haynes, Eileen Barrett and Will and Detta Duggan  

 

Week of Prayerful Christian Unity: As part of this week, Downside welcomes 

Wells Cathedral Choir here on Sunday 19th January at 3 p. m.  for choral evensong. Then 

on Friday 24th January at 5.15 p. m., the monastic community and the Schola Cantorum of 

Downside school sing Vespers at Wells Cathedral. All are welcome to attend both events.  

 

The Truth About Plastics: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly: 6.15 p. m. 13th  

January 2020 at Komedia, Bath. Tickets cost £10 and are on sale now, through Bath  

Komedia box office as well as 3SG. https://www.komedia.co.uk/bath/talk/bath-ocean-plastic

-day/ 

 

Diocesan Prayer Link:  St Nicholas of Tolentino, Easton; St Joseph, Fishponds; St Pat-

rick, Redfield  
 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  Radstock Baptist Church 

 

Bible Quiz Question: Who called his son ‘Tadpole’? Please 

send in your answer to Dom Leo (domleo@downside.co.uk;) 

Tel: 01761 235 107. There will be a prize for the first correct answer  

received. 

 

If you are new to our parish or are visiting, please make 

yourself known to Dom Michael or Dom Leo. If you are at the 10 a.m. Mass in the Abbey, 

please make yourself known to the priest saying the Mass.   

 
January Needs Coffee, UHT milk, powdered milk, long life fruit 

juice, sponge puddings, washing up liquid, cleaning product.  

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who donated Christmas fare and  

essential items so generously before Christmas. You really made a 

difference! 

 
World Gifts from CAFOD are alternative charity gifts that transform lives. Perfect 

for Baptisms, birthdays and anniversaries, you can choose a unique, virtual gift that will 

make a real difference to a family living in poverty. And that warm and fuzzy feeling comes 

with free delivery! See here for information and to order: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ 

 

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please contact Steve Parsons 
sparsons@downside.co.uk 
 

Items for the Newsletter If you would like to contribute items for consideration 
for inclusion in the Parish Newsletter, please send to: sparsons@downside.co.uk or call 
01761 235323)  

mailto:domleo@downside.co.uk


Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 

www.downsideabbey.co.uk 

monks@downside.co.uk 

01761 235100 

Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays in the crypt of 
Downside Abbey Church 
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
 

Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: St Antony of Egypt’s Memoria falls on Fri-
day 17 January. When Antony was 18 in about 269 he went 
to Sunday Mass at his home in Upper Egypt. To his shock 
and surprise Jesus spoke to him directly through the words 
of the Gospel: ‘If you would be perfect, go sell all you have, 
and come, follow me’. And unlike the young man in the Gos-
pel to whom that invitation was first given, he did not turn it 
down. We know a lot about Antony because he gave shelter to St Athanasius when he was 
on the run from Arian persecution. St Athanasius came to know Antony as a very old man; 
he died at 104, and Athanasius wrote his life, the very first life of a saint written in Chris-
tian history. This biography has contributed to countless conversions, including that of St 
Augustine. St Basil the Great called it a monastic rule of life in narrative form. As we ap-
proach the Sunday of the Word of God in our diocese’s year of Communion, St Antony 
gives us the example of a life lived in radical obedience to God’s Word and, as the Father 
of Monks who provided a Rule for the hermits who gathered around him, his life has been 
an inspiration for practically every subsequent form of Christian community living.  


