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THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (C) 

10TH NOVEMBER 2019 

 
‘Now he is God, not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all men are in fact 

alive’ (Luke 20, 38). 

 

S T JOHN HENRY NEWMAN was a great student of the 

early Church and its Councils; he can be an invaluable 

guide to us as we review the Councils in this occasional series 

in our editorials. First, Newman saw that Councils had ‘ever 

been times of great trial’, having ‘generally two characteristics 

– a great deal of violence and intrigue on the part of the ac-

tors in them, and a great resistance to their definitions on the 

part of portions of Christendom.’ His study also showed him 

how the Church ‘moved on to the perfect truth by various 

successive declarations, alternately in contrary directions, and 

thus perfecting, completing, supplying each other.’ Newman lived through the First Vatican 

Council and its definition of Papal Infallibility; he realised that this teaching needed ‘to be 

completed’. He distinguished the ‘active infallibility’ of popes and councils from ‘the passive 

infallibility of the whole body of the Catholic people’ in determining the force and meaning 

of Conciliar teachings. Vatican II would bring important elements of completion long after 

Newman’s own lifetime. 

Councils are commonly succeeded by extreme interpretations of their documents 

that pull in opposing directions. In his Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine New-

man expressed his idea that conciliar teachings gain richness and power, like a river, as the 

bed through which they flow in time becomes deep and broad and full. Catholicism has to 

change and develop, not in order to become different, but in order to remain more pro-

foundly and truly the same. From this it follows that those who participate in a Council, 

though they may consider they understand perfectly well the meaning of its teachings, are 

not as well placed as their posterity to grasp those teachings’ deeper significance. 

 Councils also can open up further developments because of what they do not say. Vat-

ican II had had little to say about Evangelization. Nine years later, in 1974, Pope Paul VI is-

sued Evangelii Nuntiandi in response to a growing awareness of the urgent need to pro-

claim the Gospel afresh to our world. Evangelisation would be the great theme of the Pon-

tificate of St John Paul II and is the carefully chosen motto of Bishop Declan. 



A date for your diaries Sunday 17 November. We are going to show the film Global 

Healing – A Practical Response,  after 9am and 11am Masses on 17th. In response to Pope 
Francis’s call we would encourage you to come and join other parishioners to see what we 
can all do to help to reduce the effects of Climate Change. Even if you didn’t manage to 
see the original Global Healing film, which we showed last month (and you can still see it 
at  www.ourcommonhome.co.uk main session), please come along to see this latest film 
and join in the discussion of what we can all do as individuals, as fam-
ilies and as a Parish. 
 

Love and Mercy – Faustina: This film on Divine Mercy and the 

mission of Sr Faustina Kowalska is to be released in Odeon Cinemas 
around the country on November 18, 2019. You will be able to see it 
in the Frome cinema at 8 p.m. If you are able to go, please let us 
know how it affected you. 
 

Soup and Cheese Lunch, Wednesday 13th November 12-2pm in St Benedict’s  

Parish Room in aid of RBL Poppy Appeal. Bring and Buy table and raffle. Entrance £4. 
Homemade soups and breads and always a warm welcome, so do come and support us.  
Donations of raffle prizes always gratefully received. If you need a lift, please call 01761 
232183. 
 

A big thank you from the parish to Margaret Simmonds of the Maesbury Singers for 

the gift of a Technics electric piano that is now safely installed and can be used for the 
weekly practices for said singers or any other music group as needed. 
 

The next Parish Social Evening is an Advent/pre-Christmas get together. This will 

take place on Saturday 7th December from 6pm in the Parish Hall. There will be home 
made soup, bread, cheese and a raffle together with some sing-along seasonal music. The 
cost will be £5 a head, with children free. More details will follow and a list will be put at 
the back of the church to request help and to gauge numbers for catering purposes. Please 
add your name to the list if you would like to attend or if you can offer help in any way. 
Thank you. 
 

World Day of Prayer World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church  

organisation which enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: 
their hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. An international 
committee is based in New York and there are national committees in each participating 
country. Regional conferences meet to consider the service and then local groups make 
their plans. The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in Samoa and 
prayer in native languages travels throughout the world - through Asia, Africa, the Middle 
East, Europe and the Americas before finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later. 
Locally, there is a service on Friday 6th March 2.pm at Midsomer Norton Methodist 

Church. To learn more visit: wwdp.org.uk  



The next session of the Sycamore Course will look at 

“The Power of Prayer”. We are now on session 7, but it is 

never too late to start, since every video is self-contained. 

If you have ever wondered whether there is really any 

point in prayer, or even what we should do, then this is 

for you! Come and join us! We gather in the parish hall 

from about 7pm, start the video at 7:15pm and finish by 

8:45pm. The next session is this Tuesday, 12th November. 
 

St. Benedict’s Catholic Primary school is 
consulting on its Admissions Policy for 2021-22. Details are available on the school website.  
 

CAFOD school volunteers needed! Could you spare some time to volunteer 
with CAFOD and help children and young people learn about global poverty, and motivate 
them to take action? We are looking for volunteers in the Taunton, Glastonbury, Swindon 
and Salisbury areas to visit Catholic schools and parish groups. For further information 
please contact Liz Baldwin at CAFOD Clifton on 01179 428 328 or email  
clifton@cafod.org.uk 
 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Arthur Haynes, Eileen 
Barrett and Will and Detta Duggan  
 

Diocesan Prayer Link:  St John the Evangelist, Bath 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Link:  Trinity Westfield 
 

If you are new to our parish or are visiting, please make yourself known to 
Dom Michael or Dom Leo. If you are at the 10 a.m. Mass in the Abbey, please make 
yourself known to the priest saying the Mass.   
 

November Needs Biscuits, Brown sauce & ketchup, 
Corned beef, Custard, Dried pasta, Instant mashed potato, Meat 
pies (tinned), Pasta sauce, Powdered milk, Savoury rice, Sponge, 
Puddings, Super noodles & pot noodles, Tinned fruit, Tinned 
ham, Tinned potatoes, Tinned vegetables, Tuna, UHT milk. The foodbank is now collecting 
Christmas items. Many thanks also for the generous donations from the harvest services.  

 
Would all parishioners who have a red Missio collection box please return them to 

the table in St Benedict’s by the newsletters so the contents can be sent off? New boxes 
should be available from the church porch. 

 
If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please contact Steve Parsons 
sparsons@downside.co.uk 
 

Items for the Newsletter If you would like to contribute items for consideration 
for inclusion in the Parish Newsletter, please send to: sparsons@downside.co.uk or call 
01761 235323)  

mailto:clifton@cafod.org.uk


Parish Priest: Dom Michael  

Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111 

Assistant Parish Priest: Dom  

Leo Maidlow Davis. Tel: 01761 235107 
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Masses in St Benedict's church 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5 p.m. 
Sunday  Masses 9 a.m. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses in Holy 
Ghost church, Midsomer Norton 
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45 a.m.  

 
Confessions 
Saturdays at Holy Ghost 10.15-11 a.m. 
Sundays in St Benedict's 10.15-10.45 a.m. 
Sundays in the Abbey church 9.35-9.55 a.m. 
 

Regular events 
Adoration 9.30-5pm Monday to Saturday 
and 11.30-6 p.m. on Sundays  
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30 p.m. in  
Holy Ghost church 
Rosary on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in  
St Benedict's 

The Abbey Church 
Weekdays  
Vigils    6 a.m. 
Lauds    7.10 a.m.  
Mass    8.35 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers   6 p.m. 
       

Sundays  
Lauds    7.30 a.m. 
Mass    10 a.m. 
Midday Office  12.30 p.m. 
Vespers/Benediction 5 p.m. 

Mass & Office Times  
Everyone is welcome 

Martyrology: Thursday 14 November is the Memorial of the Beati-
fied Martyrs of the Clifton Diocese. There are twenty-one such martyrs, 
including Abbot Richard Whiting, Margaret Pole and Philip Powell, who 
are well known to us. We might also remember Richard Bere, one of the 
London Carthusians starved to death in Newgate Prison in 1537 for up-
holding the supremacy of the Pope. He was a nephew of Abbot Bere of 
Glastonbury, where he had been born and educated in the monastery 
school. John Bodey, a schoolmaster, was born in Wells and studied law in 
Douai. He was executed at Andover on 2 November 1583. At his execu-
tion he said: ‘… if you may make the hearing of a Blessed Mass treason, or the saying of an 
Ave Maria treason, you may make what you please treason... I acknowledge her as my Law-
ful Queen in all temporal causes, and none other... Ye shall understand, good people all, I 
suffer death for not granting her Majestie to be supreme head of Christ's Church in Eng-
land, which I may not and will not grant; I pray God long to preserve her Majestie in tran-
quility over you, even Queen Elizabeth, your queen and mine; I desire you to obey none 
other.’  


