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May is the Month of Mary. The tradition of dedicating the month 
of May to Mary, came about in the 13th century. Please try and say 
the Rosary during the month of May. O Mary, conceived without 
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.    
 
Mass Times: 
Saturday 4.30pm First Mass of Sunday – St Benedict Church  
Sunday 11.00am – Abbey Church  
Weekday Mass – usually Wednesday 8.35am - Abbey Church – see 
website for details      
 

Martyrology - Thursday 12 May is the feast day of St Pancras 
He is remembered in England mostly because of the station that 
stands on the site of a church dedicated to him. Pancras was a 
youth who was martyred on the Via Aurelia around the year 304 
when he was fourteen. He lived on the Caelian hill, where St 
Gregory the Great had his home and monastery. St Gregory sent St 
Augustine to England with a relic of St Pancras and several churches 
were dedicated to him around the country. He is one of the so-
called ice saints because 12 May is about the last day frost can be 
expected.  
  

Parish Collections - The collection last week was £306.70. If any 
Parishioner or visitor who gives cash would like the parish to claim a 
Gift Aid refund from HMRC, please complete a declaration form (found at the back of the Church) 
stating ‘cash’ and return when complete.  For regular donations, weekly, monthly or annual, by 
standing order the declaration form has all the bank account details required. All collections, unless 
otherwise stated, (Abbey & St Benedict’s) will be for the upkeep and maintenance of St Benedict’s 
Church and Parish expenses.   

 
Foodbank Needs – The following items are in very short supply and are urgently needed due to 
high demand: biscuits, coffee, corned beef, custard, drinking chocolate, tinned fish, jam, ketchup 
and brown sauce, meat soup, milk powder, rice pudding (tinned), savoury and sweet snacks, 
vegetarian meals (macaroni cheese & ravioli) and tinned tomatoes.  
These household items are also required; shower gel, shampoo and conditioner, toothpaste and 
brushes (adult and child), deodorant, washing up liquid, cleaning products, kitchen roll, toilet 
cleaner, detergent and carrier bags. 
Very many thanks for your ongoing support and generosity. 
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Parish Social Event – A huge ‘Thank You’ to all who helped in any way to make the Parish Social 
Event in aid of Ukraine, such a successful evening. The hall looked lovely, adorned in the blue and 
yellow of Ukraine and the big tables were laden with donated raffle prizes and delicious platters of 
food to share. Everyone enjoyed putting the little grey cells to the test with the table quizzes and ate 
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and drank to their fill in good company. The evening ended with a fun Whisky Roll in which everyone 
took part, but was finally won by Tim. 
In all we raised £305 on the night but in addition we were given a framed, signed ‘Rugby World Cup 
2011’ Scotland shirt, which we have placed on Ebay in the hope of swelling the funds further. The 
starting bid is £200, so watch this space! 
We will let you know the final total in due course, but in the meantime a thoroughly enjoyable 
evening was had by all. 

 
 
 

Newsletter Items – If you have any items for the newsletter, please email them to Julie Justin by 
Wednesday evening - juliejustin1@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 
First reading - Acts 13:14,43-52 
'We must turn to the pagans' 

Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they reached Antioch in 
Pisidia. Here they went to synagogue on the Sabbath and took their 
seats.  

When the meeting broke up many Jews and devout converts joined 
Paul and Barnabas, and in their talks with them Paul and Barnabas 
urged them to remain faithful to the grace God had given them. 
The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the word 
of God. When they saw the crowds, the Jews, prompted by jealousy, 
used blasphemies and contradicted everything Paul said. Then Paul 
and Barnabas spoke out boldly. ‘We had to proclaim the word of God 
to you first, but since you have rejected it, since you do not think yourselves worthy of eternal life, 
we must turn to the pagans. For this is what the Lord commanded us to do when he said: 

I have made you a light for the nations, 
so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.’ 

It made the pagans very happy to hear this and they thanked the Lord for his message; all who were 
destined for eternal life became believers. Thus the word of the Lord spread through the whole 
countryside. 
But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women of the upper classes and the leading men of 
the city and persuaded them to turn against Paul and Barnabas and expel them from their territory. 
So they shook the dust from their feet in defiance and went off to Iconium; but the disciples were 
filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 
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Second reading - Apocalypse 7:9,14-17 
The Lamb will be their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living water  

I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and 
language; they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes 
and holding palms in their hands. One of the elders said, ‘These are the people who have been 
through the great persecution, and because they have washed their robes white again in the blood 
of the Lamb, they now stand in front of God’s throne and serve him day and night in his sanctuary; 
and the One who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. They will never hunger or thirst 
again; neither the sun nor scorching wind will ever plague them, because the Lamb who is at the 
throne will be their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.’ 

 
 

Gospel - John 10:27-30 
I know my sheep and they follow me 

Jesus said: 
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; 
I know them and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life; 
they will never be lost 
and no one will ever steal them from me. 
The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone, 
and no one can steal from the Father. 
The Father and I are one.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Parish Contacts 
 

Mass Times: 

There are two parish Sunday Masses 

Saturday at 4.30 p.m. in St Benedict’s 

Church and Sunday at 11 a.m. in the Abbey  

Weekdays: Usually Wednesday Morning at 

8.35am in the Abbey Church (see website for 

details). 

Private Prayer: 

The Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer Norton, will 

be open for private prayer, 8.30 am until 11.00 

am every Tuesday and Friday and 8.30am until 

10.30am every Saturday. 

The Abbey Church will also be open for private 

prayer; please check the newsletter or website 

for the times of opening.  

Confessions: A chance for confession will be 

available before both Masses 

 

Baptisms, weddings and funerals arrangements: 

The Abbot as Parish priest will try to 

accommodate the service at a suitable time. 

Weddings and Baptisms will mainly be arranged 

at the weekends.  

Visits to the sick.  

Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers will 

continue to take Holy Communion to the sick 

and homebound. 

Catholic Mothers Somerset: 

Join this local community of Catholic mothers for 

social and faith based events in Somerset. Find 

us on Facebook, or email to join our mailing 

list: catholicmotherssomerset@gmail.com 

Parishioners in RUH 

The Hospital internal line extension is 4039 

or, if calling the RUH from outside or using a 

mobile phone, the direct telephone number 

is 01225 824039. 

Alternatively, you can email the chaplaincy 

at: Email: ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net. 

Downside Visitor Centre: 

Tel: 01761 235 174 

Emergencies: 

Emergencies that require the sacramental 

anointing of the sick (what used to be called 

the ‘Last Rites’). 

Fr. Michael Patey, Downside School Chaplain 

Tel: 01761 751298  

Email: mpatey@downside.co.uk 

Queries or Parish questions. 

Abbot Nicholas, Southgate House, Buckfast, 

Buckfastleigh TQ11 0EE  

Tel: 01364 645660 

Email: monks@stgregorys.org 

To book Abbey Church: 

Abbey Church Custodian - Dr. Simon Johnson 

Tel: 01761 235313 Email: 

spjohnson@downside.co.uk 

To book Parish Hall: no charge for parish events. 

Cathy Wolf - Email: cathy@wolfarch.com 
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