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St Benedict’s Parish Newsletter 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse 
1st April 2022 

The Easter Triduum: Services for the Easter Triduum will be celebrated in the Abbey  Church to enable as 

many as possible to attend. Fr Patey and Dom Leo will celebrate these services.  
 

East Mass Times: 
Thursday of the Lord’s Supper (Maundy Thursday, 14 April): 7 p.m.      
Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday, 15 April): 3 p.m. 
The Easter Vigil in the Most Holy Night (16 April): 8 p.m. Easter Sunday Mass during 
the Day (17 April): 11 a.m. 
 
The St Scholastica Community are offering to celebrate the Prayer of the Church during the Triduum in 
St Benedict's. The times for the Offices in the Parish Church led by St Scholastica. 
 
Maundy Thursday 
No Offices in the Parish Church. 
If convenient, Compline could be celebrated at the altar of repose as a conclusion of silent prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Good Friday 
07.15 Office of Readings 
07.45 Lauds 
12.30 Midday Office 
17.00 Stations of the Cross, location to be confirmed. 
(No public Vespers on this day) 
21.00 Compline 
 
Holy Saturday 
07.15 Office of Readings 
07.45 Lauds 
12.30 Midday Office 
18.30 Vespers 
 
Easter Sunday 
10.00 Lauds 
(No public Midday Office on this day) 
18.30 Vespers 
 
 
Stations of the Cross: The Stations of the Cross will be prayed every Friday during Lent at 7pm in St Benedict’s 
Church. All are most welcome and at 12 noon on Good Friday in St. Benedict’s. 
 
 
Martyrology:  
 
The Church tries to limit the celebration of feast days in Lent so that we can be undistracted as we 
prepare for the greatest Feast of the entire Christian year; the great Vigil on Holy Saturday night when 
those who have been prepared for Baptism, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist join us in the 



sacramental life of Christ's Church.  Nevertheless, saints and martyrs are commemorated most often on 
the day of their death, which is their heavenly birthday as they pass definitively into eternal life. Here 
are two such saints whose celebrations fall on Thursday 31 March.   
 
Blessed Christopher Robinson was a recusant priest who was martyred at Carlyle in the reign of Elizabeth 
I; he had witnessed the martyrdom of John Boste, of whose trial and death he wrote a detailed account. 
This is unique, first-hand evidence of a martyrdom, hardly paralleled elsewhere.  
 
When Blessed Christopher's turn to die for the faith came, the rope broke twice and the third time he 
rebuked the sheriff for cruelty saying that, although he meant no way to yield but was glad of the combat, 
yet flesh and blood were weak, and therefore he showed little humanity to torment a man for so long. 
And when they took order to put two ropes, then, said he, 'by this means I shall be longer a-dying, but it 
is no matter, I am willing to suffer all.’   
 
Blessed Natalia Tułasiewicz (9 April 1906 – 31 March 1945) was a Polish 
teacher in Poznań and a leader in the Catholic lay apostolate. In 1943 she 
volunteered to leave for Germany together with other women who were 
forced to perform heavy work, to give them spiritual comfort.  
 
When the Germans found out about her secret mission, she was arrested, 
tortured, and condemned to death in the Ravensbrück concentration camp. 
On Good Friday 1945, she climbed a stool in the barracks and spoke to the 
prisoners on the passion and resurrection of Jesus.  
 
Two days later, on Easter Sunday, 31 March, she was murdered in a gas chamber. The concentration 
camp was liberated two days later. 
 

 
 

Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Lent (C) 
 
First reading  Joshua 5:9-12  
 
See, I am doing a new deed, and I will give my chosen people drink 
Thus says the Lord,  
who made a way through the sea, 
a path in the great waters; 
who put chariots and horse in the field 
and a powerful army 
which lay there never to rise again, 
snuffed out, put out like a wick: 
No need to recall the past, 
no need to think about what was done before. 
See, I am doing a new deed, 
even now it comes to light; can you not see it? 
Yes, I am making a road in the wilderness, 
paths in the wilds. 
The wild beasts will honour me, 
jackals and ostriches, 
because I am putting water in the wilderness 
(rivers in the wild) 
to give my chosen people drink. 
The people I have formed for myself 
will sing my praises. 

 



Second reading   Philippians 3:8-14 
 
I look on everything as so much rubbish if only I can have Christ 
I believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For him I have accepted the loss of everything, and I look on everything as so much rubbish if only 
I can have Christ and be given a place in him. I am no longer trying for perfection by my own efforts, the 
perfection that comes from the Law, but I want only the perfection that comes through faith in Christ, 
and is from God and based on faith.  
 
All I want is to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and to share his sufferings by reproducing 
the pattern of his death. That is the way I can hope to take my place in the resurrection of the dead. 
Not that I have become perfect yet: I have not yet won, but I am still running, trying to capture the prize 
for which Christ Jesus captured me. I can assure you my brothers, I am far from thinking that I have 
already won. All I can say is that I forget the past and I strain ahead for what is still to come; I am racing 
for the finish, for the prize to which God calls us upwards to receive in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
Gospel  John 8:1-11 
 
'Let the one among you who has not sinned be the first to throw a stone' 
Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he appeared in the Temple again; and as all the people 
came to him, he sat down and began to teach them. 
 
The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman along who had been caught committing adultery; and 
making her stand there in full view of everybody, they said to Jesus, ‘Master, this woman was caught in 
the very act of committing adultery, and Moses has ordered us in the Law to condemn women like this 
to death by stoning. What have you to say?’ They asked him this as a test, looking for something to use 
against him. But Jesus bent down and started writing on the ground with his finger.  
 
As they persisted with their question, he looked up and 
said, ‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be 
the first to throw a stone at her.’ Then he bent down and 
wrote on the ground again. When they heard this they 
went away one by one, beginning with the eldest, until 
Jesus was left alone with the woman, who remained 
standing there. He looked up and said, ‘Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir’ she 
replied. ‘Neither do I condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go away, 
and do not sin any more’.  
 
 

 
 
Food Bank March needs: Milk (UHT), Milk powder, Instant mash, Potatoes (tinned), Tomatoes (tinned), 
Vegetables (tinned), Fish (tinned tuna), Fruit (tinned), Spaghetti (tinned), Macaroni cheese (tinned), Meat soup 
(tinned), Tomato sauce & brown sauce. ALSO NEEDED, PLEASE: Toilet rolls, Washing-up liquid, Shower gel, 
Toothpaste, Carrier bags. The most needed top these lists. Very many thanks for your ongoing support and 
generosity. 

         Registered Charity Number: 1154122 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parish Social Event: 
 

       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       After a long break of two years we are pleased to hold a 

                                     PARISH SOCIAL EVENT 
       to raise funds for UKRAINE. 

                             Saturday 30th April 2022 
                                           at 6pm 
                          in St. Benedict’s Parish Hall 
            Please bring a platter of food to share and your choice of drink. 
                                     Tea, Coffee and Squash will be provided                          
                                 There will be a raffle and a whisky roll. 
If you would like to donate a raffle prize, please label and leave in the sacristy or bring 
with you to  
                                             the event or give to any member of the PPC.  
                                         

                  Hope to see you there. 
 
 
 



Parish Contacts: 
 

Mass Times: 
There are two parish Sunday Masses 
Saturday at 4.30 p.m. in St Benedict’s church 
Sunday at 11 a.m. in the Abbey 
For the time being, a monk will travel up from Devon each 
weekend to say these two Masses 
 
Weekdays: 
Wednesday Morning at 8.35am in the Abbey Church 
(see website for details). 

Private Prayer: 
The Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer Norton, will 
occasionally be open for private prayer, but at this time 
it is not possible to offer a weekday Mass there. 
The Abbey Church will also be open for private prayer; 
please check the newsletter or   website for the times of 
opening.  

Confessions: 
A chance for confession will be available before both 
Masses 
 

Baptisms, weddings and funerals arrangements: 
The Abbot as Parish priest will try to accommodate the 
service on a Monday or Friday  
 

Visits to the sick.  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers will continue to take 
Holy Communion to the sick and homebound. 

 

Catholic Mothers Somerset: 
Join this local community of Catholic mothers for 
social and faith based events in Somerset. Find us on 
Facebook, or email to join our 
mailinglist: catholicmotherssomerset@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Parishioners in RUH 
The Hospital internal line extension is 4039 or, if calling 
the RUH from outside or using a mobile phone, the 
direct telephone number is 01225 824039. 
Alternatively, you can email the chaplaincy at:  
E m a i l :  ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net. 

Downside Visitor Centre: 
Tel: 01761 235 174 

Emergencies: 
Emergencies that require the sacramental anointing of the 
sick (what used to be called the ‘Last Rites’). 
 
Fr. Michael Patey 
Downside School Chaplin 
Tel: 01761 235192 
Email: mpatey@downside.co.uk 

Queries or parish questions. 
Abbot Nicholas, Southgate House, Buckfast, Buckfastleigh 
TQ11 0EE  
Tel: 01364 645660 
Email: monks@stgregorys.org 

To book abbey church: 
Abbey Church Custodian 
Dr. Simon Johnson 
Tel: 01761 235313 
Email: spjohnson@downside.co.uk 
 

To book Parish Hall: 
Bookings cost £15 per two hours (minimum booking) 
to cover the cost of cleaning. 
Name: 
Tel: TBC 
Email: TBC 
 

 
 


