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Mass Times: 
Saturday 4.30pm First Mass of Sunday – St Benedict Church  
Sunday 11.00am – Abbey Church  
Weekday Mass – usually Wednesday 8.35am - Abbey Church – see website for details      
 

Following their recent meeting, our bishops write - Since the beginning of the Covid pandemic, 
until the present time, we have shared with you our judgment that the situation of the last two 
years has meant that the Sunday Obligation has been impeded and has needed to be fulfilled in 
other ways. We thank God that this situation has now changed. The pressing challenges of the 
pandemic have lessened significantly. Most people have resumed the wide range of normal 
activities, no longer restricted by the previous Covid measures. 
We therefore believe that the reasons which have prevented Catholics from attending Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation no longer apply. 
Looking forward to the forthcoming feast of Pentecost, we now invite all Catholics who have not yet 
done so to return to attending Mass in person. 
Our Catholic people and parishes have benefitted during these difficult times from the online 
streaming of Mass and other services. “Virtual viewing” of Mass online does not fulfil the Sunday 
Obligation. It may, however, be a source of continual spiritual comfort to those who cannot attend 
Mass in person, for example those who are elderly and sick, for whom the obligation does not apply. 
In this context, we recognise gratefully the ministry of those who administer Holy Communion to the 
elderly, sick and housebound. 
 

Martyrology: Tuesday 31 May is the feast of the Visitation of Our 
Lady to her cousin Elizabeth. Both Mary and Elizabeth had no 
expectation of a child until God intervened. Such events are 
typical in salvation history, when God brings new life into a world 
that has become sterile. Isaac's birth to Abraham and Sarah is the 
prototype. John the Baptist leaps for joy in his mother's womb 
when Mary comes into Elizabeth's home carrying Jesus in her 
womb. During this Feast we can meditate on the opportunities we 
have to welcome Christ and pray for all those children whose lives 
are terminated in their mother's womb. We should pray also for 
their mothers and fathers. 
 
Attributed to Master Heinrich of Constance, c. 1300 
 
Friday 3 June is the Memorial of St Charles Lwanga and his companion martyrs. These young 
men, both Catholic and Anglican, were in the service of King Mwanga. Newly converted, 
they refused to be abused by the king; some were killed by the sword and others burnt alive 
on the hill of Namugongo in Uganda. To honour these African saints, Paul VI became the 
first reigning pope to visit sub-Saharan Africa when he toured Uganda in July 1969. 
 
 
 
 

 



Parish Collections - The collection last week was £267.56.  
 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration Tea - 4pm Sunday 5th June at Midsomer Norton 

Methodist Church followed by a Service of Thanksgiving at 6 pm. Reserve your place for tea by 

calling 07957414970 before 1st June 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration Picnic at the Abbey – Saturday 4TH June 4pm – 

9pm. £5.00 per person (under 16s free). Full details on the website     

Concert 18th June by Matthew Coleridge in Downside Abbey ‘I Was Glad’ - Details on the 

website and tickets are available from the visitor’s centre Thursday and Friday 10am – 4pm plus 

every day over the extended Jubilee weekend.   

Foodbank Needs – The following items are in very short supply and are urgently needed due to 

high demand: biscuits, coffee, corned beef, custard, drinking chocolate, tinned fish, jam, ketchup 

and brown sauce, meat soup, milk powder, rice pudding (tinned), savoury and sweet snacks, 

vegetarian meals (macaroni cheese & ravioli) and tinned tomatoes.  

These household items are also required; shower gel, shampoo and conditioner, toothpaste and 
brushes (adult and child), deodorant, washing up liquid, cleaning products, kitchen roll, toilet 
cleaner, detergent and carrier bags. 
Very many thanks for your ongoing support and generosity. 
Registered Charity Number: 1154122 | Registered in England and Wales 
 

In Case of Emergencies - For emergencies that require the sacramental anointing of the sick (what 

used to be called the ‘Last Rites’) please contact Fr. Michael Patey, Downside School Chaplain Tel: 

01761 751298 Email: mpatey@downside.co.uk 

Please remember in your prayers the sick and the housebound of our parish 
 
Newsletter Items – If you have any items for the newsletter, please email them to Julie Justin by 
Wednesday evening - juliejustin1@gmail.com 
 

Readings for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
First reading - Acts 7:55-60 

The stoning of Stephen 

Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at God’s right hand. ‘I can see heaven 
thrown open’ he said ‘and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God.’ At this all the members of the council shouted out and 
stopped their ears with their hands; then they all rushed at him, sent 
him out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses put down their 
clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. As they were stoning 
him, Stephen said in invocation, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then 
he knelt down and said aloud, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them’; and with these words he fell asleep. 
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Second reading - Apocalypse 22:12-14,16-17,20 
Come, Lord Jesus 

I, John, heard a voice speaking to me: ‘Very soon now, I shall be with you again, bringing the reward 
to be given to every man according to what he deserves. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First 
and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Happy are those who will have washed their robes clean, so 
that they will have the right to feed on the tree of life and can come through the gates into the city.’ 
I, Jesus, have sent my angel to make these revelations to you for the sake of the churches. I am of 
David’s line, the root of David and the bright star of the morning. 
The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ Let everyone who listens answer, ‘Come.’ Then let all who are 
thirsty come: all who want it may have the water of life, and have it free. 
The one who guarantees these revelations repeats his promise: I shall indeed be with you soon. 
Amen; come, Lord Jesus  

Gospel - John 17:20-26 
Father, may they be completely one 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 
‘Holy Father, I pray not only for these, but for those also who through their words will believe in me. 
May they all be one. Father, may they be one in us, as you are in me and I am in you, so that the 
world may believe it was you who sent me. I have given them the glory you gave to me, that they 
may be one as we are one. With me in them and you in me, may they be so completely one that the 
world will realise that it was you who sent me and that I have loved them as much as you loved me. 
Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, so that they may always see the 
glory you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. Father, 
Righteous One, the world has not known you, but I have known you, and these have known that you 
have sent me. I have made your name known to them and will continue to make it known, so that 
the love with which you loved me may be in them, and so that I may be in them.’ 


