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Divine Mercy – Today is Divine Mercy  
Sunday and the Chaplet of Mercy is recited using  
ordinary Rosary beads of five decades. Begin with the Sign  
of the Cross, 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary and The Apostles Creed.  

 

On the ‘Our Father’ Beads say the following:  
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 
dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those 
of the whole world. 
 
On the 10 ‘Hail Mary’ Beads say the following:  
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
(Repeat the above two steps for all five decades). 
 
Conclude with (three times):  
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
 

Easter Services – Thank you to everyone who helped in any way with the Easter Liturgy; servers, 
flower arrangers, readers, musicians and all those who worked behind the scenes. It was good to 
have so many people involved.  A special ‘Thank you’ to Fr Leo and Fr Michael Patey for making it so 
memorable.  
 

Mass Times: 
Saturday 4.30pm First Mass of Sunday – St Benedict Church  
Sunday 11.00am – Abbey Church  
Weekday Mass – usually Wednesday 8.35am - Abbey Church – see website for details      
 

Synod Meeting 27th April 7.00pm Parish Hall – This will be the final opportunity to discuss any 
points before the parish feedback is submitted. These are the points that were mentioned at the last 
meeting: 
1. Structure of the parish needs to change if there is no resident priest. 
2. Clergy should be shared across diocese and looked at from a national perspective. 
3. The role of Deacon needs to be expanded and a Deacon should be appointed in each parish 
without a resident priest.   
4. Canon Law needs to be amended to acknowledge that not all parishes have a Priest in charge.  
5. A framework needs to be introduced to help parishes with no resident priest.   

 
Parish Collections - Circulation of the collection plate has started again as the Covid restrictions are 

lifted.  The collection last week was £255.66. If any Parishioner or visitor who gives cash would like 

the parish to claim a Gift Aid refund from HMRC, please complete a declaration form (found at the 

back of the Church) stating ‘cash’ and return when complete.  For regular donations, weekly, 

monthly or annual, by standing order the declaration form has all the bank account details required. 

All collections, unless otherwise stated, (Abbey & St Benedict’s) will be for the upkeep and 

maintenance of St Benedict’s Church and Parish expenses.   



Hall Booking – From now onwards, please contact Cathy Wolf PPC Secretary (email address at foot 
of newsletter) and give the date, time, name and nature of your proposed event, confirm a 
parishioner or not and the number of persons attending at time of booking. The Hall is not really 
suitable for really large gatherings, so please bear this in mind. Cathy will email back confirming the 
booking and put your event in the Parish Hall diary. Please note that there is no charge for 
parishioners holding parish related events. Outside of the Parish a small charge is made for the 
upkeep of the hall. The person booking the hall is responsible for keeping it clean, reporting any 
damage or faults and should leave at the end of their allotted time as another event may wish to 
come in and set-up after your event. Terms and Conditions of hire will be supplied to the lead 
person responsible for the event. These must be adhered to. Please do not disclose the door entry 
number to people outside of the parish 
 

April Foodbank Needs - Please note that the following warehouse requirements for April are 
presented differently this month, with the most needed items listed in order of priority rather than 
alphabetically: 
Custard, Fish (tinned tuna), Fruit juice (long life), Tomato sauce & brown sauce, Meat soup (tinned), 
Milk powder, Savoury snacks, Spaghetti (tinned), Sponge puddings. 
ALSO NEEDED: 
Toilet cleaner, Carrier bags, Kitchen roll, laundry detergent. 
Very many thanks for your ongoing support and generosity. 
Registered Charity Number: 1154122 | Registered in England and Wales 
 

Parish Social Event - After a long break of two years, we are pleased to hold a PARISH SOCIAL EVENT 
to raise funds for UKRAINE on Saturday 30th April 2022 at 6pm in St. Benedict’s Parish Hall. Please 
bring a platter of food to share and your choice of drink. Tea, Coffee and Squash will be provided.  
There will be a raffle and a whisky roll. If you would like to donate a raffle prize, please label and leave 
in the sacristy or bring with you on the night.  
 

Newsletter Items – If you have any items for the newsletter, please email them to Julie Justin by 
Wednesday evening - juliejustin1@gmail.com 

 
Readings for the Second Sunday of Easter 

 

First reading Acts 5:12-16  
The numbers of men and women who came to believe in the Lord increased steadily 

 
The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the  
Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared to join them, but the  
people were loud in their praise and the numbers of men and  
women who came to believe in the Lord increased steadily. So  
many signs and wonders were worked among the people at the  
hands of the apostles that the sick were even taken out into the  
streets and laid on beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that at least  
the shadow of Peter might fall across some of them as he went past.  
People even came crowding in from the towns round about Jerusalem, bringing with them their sick 
and those tormented by unclean spirits, and all of them were cured.  
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Second reading Apocalypse 1:9-13,17-19  
I was dead, and now I am to live for ever and ever 

 
My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am your brother and share your sufferings, your 
kingdom, and all you endure. I was on the island of Patmos for having preached God’s word and 
witnessed for Jesus; it was the Lord’s day and the Spirit possessed me, and I heard a voice behind 
me, shouting like a trumpet, ‘Write down all that you see in a book.’ I turned round to see who had 
spoken to me, and when I turned I saw seven golden lamp-stands and, surrounded by them, a figure 
like a Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the waist with a golden girdle. When I saw him, I fell 
in a dead faint at his feet, but he touched me with his right hand and said, ‘Do not be afraid; it is I, 
the First and the Last; I am the Living One, I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever, and I 
hold the keys of death and of the underworld. Now write down all that you see of present 
happenings and things that are still to come.’ 

 
Gospel John 20:19-31 

Eight days later, Jesus came again and stood among them 
 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where 
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace 
be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they 
saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending 
you.’ 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you 
forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When 
the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made 
in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his 
side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with 
them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. 
Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it 
into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: 
‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in 
this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing this you may have life through his name. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parish Contacts 
 

Mass Times: 

There are two parish Sunday Masses 

Saturday at 4.30 p.m. in St Benedict’s 

Church and Sunday at 11 a.m. in the Abbey  

Weekdays: Usually Wednesday Morning at 

8.35am in the Abbey Church (see website for 

details). 

Private Prayer: 

The Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer Norton, will 

occasionally be open for private prayer, but at 

this time it is not possible to offer a weekday 

Mass there. 

The Abbey Church will also be open for private 

prayer; please check the newsletter or   website 

for the times of opening.  

Confessions: A chance for confession will be 

available before both Masses 

 

Baptisms, weddings and funerals arrangements: 

The Abbot as Parish priest will try to 

accommodate the service at a suitable time. 

Weddings and Baptisms will mainly be arranged 

at the weekends.  

Visits to the sick.  

Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers will 

continue to take Holy Communion to the sick 

and homebound. 

Catholic Mothers Somerset: 

Join this local community of Catholic mothers for 

social and faith based events in Somerset. Find 

us on Facebook, or email to join our mailing 

list: catholicmotherssomerset@gmail.com 

Parishioners in RUH 

The Hospital internal line extension is 4039 

or, if calling the RUH from outside or using a 

mobile phone, the direct telephone number 

is 01225 824039. 

Alternatively, you can email the chaplaincy 

at: Email: ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net. 

Downside Visitor Centre: 

Tel: 01761 235 174 

Emergencies: 

Emergencies that require the sacramental 

anointing of the sick (what used to be called 

the ‘Last Rites’). 

Fr. Michael Patey, Downside School Chaplin 

Tel: 01749 679041(until Easter) and 01761 

751298 (from Easter) 

Email: mpatey@downside.co.uk 

Queries or Parish questions. 

Abbot Nicholas, Southgate House, Buckfast, 

Buckfastleigh TQ11 0EE  

Tel: 01364 645660 

Email: monks@stgregorys.org 

To book Abbey Church: 

Abbey Church Custodian - Dr. Simon Johnson 

Tel: 01761 235313 Email: 

spjohnson@downside.co.uk 

To book Parish Hall: no charge for parish events. 

Cathy Wolf - Email: cathy@wolfarch.com 

 

mailto:catholicmotherssomerset@gmail.com
mailto:ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net
mailto:mpatey@downside.co.uk
mailto:monks@stgregorys.org
mailto:spjohnson@downside.co.uk
mailto:cathy@wolfarch.com

