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The Oblates met today and began with Mass in the Lady Chapel. 

 

Father Boniface then walked us down to St Benedict’s Church hall for a talk, which 

began by reminding us that today was the Memorial Day for Saint Justin Martyr who 

lived in the 2nd century and is regarded as the first Christian philosopher with a 

particular interest in the rite of Baptism. 
 

We heard of the terrible persecution of Christians that goes on every day around 

the world: estimates put the number persecuted at some 240 million. To be a 

martyr for one’s cause means, in Greek, to be a witness. To be baptised at all means 

that we have the capacity to be called as Apostles and Evangelists but many choose 

to withdraw from being open about their faith perhaps because their God has 

become too small through lack of prayer. 

 

Some however stand as shining lights giving their lives for their fellow human beings 

and for God. We looked at one such man who is to be canonised. Père Jacques de 

Jésus (1900-1945) was a humble Carmelite who chose the contemplative life but was 

asked to become a headmaster at the Carmelite boarding school in France. It was 

here that he took in Jewish boys to escape the Nazi military. This caught up with him 

and he was imprisoned in German concentration camps in Austria.  

 

Père Jacques died at the very end of the war. He was honoured by Israel as a non-

Jewish friend to the Jews, ‘Righteous among the nations’. 

 

We thought carefully about our own Baptism and of the Holy Spirit entering our 

hearts. To some this is the most important day in their Christian lives and we are 

reminded to keep our hearts open and to never give up. 

 

After lunch we said our farewells and departed in peace looking forward to 

returning again in September. 

 

Pax. 

 

Phil 


