
St Benedict’s Parish Announcement on the Corona Virus 
The Feast of St Joseph, 19 March 2020 

HE BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND 

AND WALES has determined that there will 

be no celebration of public liturgies from the 

evening of Friday 20 March 2020 until further 

notice. The purpose of this is to delay the spread 

of the corona virus.  During this extraordinary time 

you, as the faithful people of God, are relieved of 

the obligation to attend Holy Mass on a Sunday or 

Holy Day of Obligation. Each week the bishops will 

review and, if necessary, develop their advice to us.  

What you can now do: 

You can seize the opportunity given by your 

Baptism to be a missionary disciple, responsible for 

the life of the Church in your particular place and 

situation in the world. You can also intensify your 

prayer life at home and in the family by:  

 joining in spiritual communion with your 

priests as they offer Mass on your behalf 

 getting to know the daily Prayer of the Church 

 asking a priest to hear your confession (A priest will be available to hear confessions 

in the Abbey Church confessional from 11.00 to 11.30 a.m. on Sundays)  

 saying grace together before and after meals 

 reading the day’s Gospel together and sharing your reflections on it  

 getting to know your Bible (both Old and New Testaments) better; it is the greatest 

book in the world 

 saying the Rosary together  

 saying the Angelus in the morning, at midday and in the evening 

 visiting St Benedict’s church or the Abbey Church for prayer, especially before the 

Blessed Sacrament (The Abbey Church will be open from 9.30 a.m. to 7 p.m., except 

on Sundays when it will open at 11 a.m.) 

 supporting the sick and housebound with prayer and communication from a distance. 

(Make yourself a schedule to get in touch with people regularly.) 

There are many resources to help you. Visit: Universalis.com where you will find full Mass 

texts, the Prayer of the Church and much else of great value that is easily accessible; EWTN 

livestreams Mass (#dailymasstoday; Sky Channel 588); the National Shrine of Our Lady at 

Walsingham (www. Walsingham.org. uk) broadcasts a full liturgical programme and 

livestreams Mass. The CBCEW website (www.cbcew.org.uk) has prayers for this time. 

Please turn over 
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Arrangements for the Sacraments and essential liturgies: 

Baptisms are to be deferred, except in cases of necessity when special arrangements can 

be made. 

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion are to be postponed until 

congregations can resume public worship. 

Marriages should be deferred or celebrated only in the presence of the celebrant, bride 

and groom, immediate family and, if necessary, the legal Registrar. 

You may ask for the Anointing of the Sick, which will be administered safely and with no 

direct physical contact. Priests may only pay pastoral visits to those in self-isolation 

(vulnerable people and those over 70) in cases of particular gravity. Dom Michael is himself 

in self-isolation, so please contact Dom Leo in such an emergency (Tel: 01761 235107; 

mobile: 07375 926 728; email: domleo@downside.co.uk.) 

Funeral services may take place at the graveside or at a crematorium. You may arrange 

for a Mass to be celebrated in memoriam when congregations are again allowed to gather. 

◊ 

These are troubling and difficult days, but they are also a time of new gifts and 

opportunities. On Sunday 29 March, England is to be re-consecrated as Our Lady’s Dowry. 

Please join in the three days of prayer from March 25 to 29 as we entrust our country 

afresh to the protection and prayers of Our Blessed Lady. 

St Peter has words of encouragement and consolation for us:  

Bow down, then, before the power of God now, so that he may raise you up in due 

time; unload all your burden on to him since he is concerned about you …. It is the 

same kind of suffering that the community of your brothers throughout the world is 

undergoing. You will have to suffer only for a little while: the God of all grace who 

called you to eternal glory in Christ will restore you, he will confirm, strengthen and 

support you. His power lasts for ever and ever. Amen (1 Peter 5, 6-11). 

 

To keep in touch, please visit:  

Downside Abbey website: www.downsideabbey.co.uk 

Downside’s social media:  Instragram 

Facebook  (downside.abbey) 

(downsidevocation) 

Twitter  (@downsideabbey) 

(@downsidemonks) 

Homilies, podcasts: Go to ‘Homilies and Podcasts’ on the Downside website 

 

Hard copies of this document will be available in St Benedict’s Church and in the Abbey 

Church. 

http://www.downsideabbey.co.uk/

