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EXT SATURDAY, 19 March, is the Solemnity of St 

Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Pope 

Francis appointed last year (2020-21) the Year of 

St Joseph in honour of the 150th anniversary of his being 

declared Patron of the Universal Church. In his Apostolic 

letter Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart) Pope Francis 

outlined the many ways in which St Joseph is a splendid 

model for the Church.  The Pope remarked that St Joseph 

is ‘the special patron of all those forced to leave their native 

lands because of war, hatred, persecution and poverty.’ As 

the guardian of Jesus and Mary, Joseph cannot ‘be other than 

the guardian of the Church,’ of her motherhood, and of the Body of Christ. ‘Consequently, 

every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, every infirm 

person is “the child” whom Joseph continues to protect.’ As so often happens, we were being 

spiritually prepared for a time of suffering and difficulty we did not expect. May St Joseph guide 

and inspire us to care for the millions of refugees fleeing Ukraine with the same Spirit that 

filled him as he cared so lovingly for Jesus and Mary. 

 

A message from Abbot Nicholas 

Dear Parishioners,  

The departure of the monastic community is obviously a sad 

occasion. However, I know that you will wish us well in our 

temporary home at Southgate House, Buckfast. Whilst there, over 

the next couple of years, we will discern where St Gregory the 

Great’s permanent home will be and what the community’s new 

mission and apostolate should be. However, foremost in our hearts 

and minds is the opportunity this move will give us to renew our 

commitment and life as Benedictine monks and to understand how 

important that role is for the Church and our world today. 

The next few months are going to be a challenging period for the parish. However, 

your new Parish Pastoral Council and the Finance Committee have already made great 

progress in adapting and strengthening the administration of the parish. I invite everyone to 

rally round and help to make this arrangement work and to adapt to the changing reality of 

our Church today. Let us pray that this period without a parish priest in residence will be 

only temporary.  

I attended the recent Parish Pastoral Council meeting and am happy to confirm the 

temporary arrangements for the next six months, which will take effect from Saturday 19 

March 2022: 

There will be two parish Sunday Masses 

Saturday at 4.30 p.m. in St Benedict’s church 

N 



Sunday at 11 a.m. in the Abbey 

During the next few months, it will be important for the Parish and your Parish Pastoral 

Council to continue to discuss and discern these arrangements and to assess what will work 

best from September onwards. 

In the meantime, a monk will travel up from Devon each weekend to say these two 

Masses. A chance for confession will be available before both Masses and we will liaise to 

cover any baptisms and weddings you arrange with us. If, sadly, a funeral needs to be organised, 

we will try to accommodate the service on a Monday or Friday. 

Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers will continue to take Holy Communion to the sick 

and homebound.  

Fr Michael Patey, a priest of the diocese of Northampton, has been appointed the new 

Downside School chaplain. He will live in the convent flat above St Benedict’s church from 

after Easter. He has very kindly offered to be on call for any emergencies that require the 

sacramental anointing of the sick (what used to be called the ‘Last Rites’). He has also offered 

to say a weekday Mass. Fr Michael Patey is not the Parish Priest or Parish Administrator, so 

please contact him only in an emergency. 

Please contact the Hospital Chaplains in Bath should a parishioner be admitted to the 

RUH. The Hospital internal line extension is 4039 or, if calling the RUH from outside or using a 

mobile phone, the direct telephone number is 01225 824039. 

Alternatively, you can email the chaplaincy at: ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net. 

The Abbey Church will be open for private prayer; please check the newsletter or 

website for the times of opening. The custodian of the Abbey Church will be Dr Simon 

Johnson, who must be contacted before any bookings are made Tel: 01761 235313; email: 

spjohnson@downside.co.uk   

The Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer Norton, will occasionally be open for private 

prayer, but at this time it is not possible to offer a weekday Mass there. 

During the next six months, I will continue to discuss with our Community and the 

Parish Pastoral Council the appointment of a parish priest. I would like this priest to be in 

place in September, if possible. I appreciate that this is not an ideal situation but I hope you 

will continue to pray and support us in this endeavour.  

In the meantime, please contact me if you have any queries or parish questions. Finally, 

I take this opportunity to thank Dom Michael, who retires as Parish Priest today, and Dom 

Leo for his support both to the parish and to Dom Michael.  

 

Abbot Nicholas 

Southgate House 

Buckfast 

Buckfastleigh 

TQ11 0EE 

Tel: 01364 645660 

Email: monks@stgregorys.org 

 

Fr Michael Patey 

Tel: 01749 679041(until Easter) 

Tel: 01761 751298 (from Easter) 

Email: mpatey@downside.co.uk 
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Easter Triduum: The services for the Easter Triduum will be celebrated in the Abbey 

Church to enable as many as possible to attend: 

Thursday of the Lord’s Supper (Maundy Thursday, 14 April): 7 p.m. 

Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday, 15 April): 3 p.m. 

The Easter Vigil in the Most Holy Night (16 April): 8 p.m. 

Easter Sunday Mass during the Day (17 April): 11 a.m. 

 

Arrangements for those attending the Abbey 

Church on Sunday 20th March: As you may already be 

aware, the Abbey is hosting a large car show on Sunday 

20th March between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. There will be 

increased traffic to the site during this time and a one-way 

system will be in place along Abbey Road, entering From 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse and exiting through Chilcompton. 

There will be marshals by the entrance to St Benedict’s car park and those attending the 

church should use that car park to avoid the event traffic and having to leave via 

Chilcompton.  If you are unable to walk from the car park to the church, please display a 

disabled sticker or card and explain to marshals you are attending mass. They will then direct 
you to a disabled parking space. Anyone wishing to visit the event will require a ticket.  

Parishioners entering on foot can obtain free 

tickets  from https://meilleurmode.co.uk/tickets and use the access code STRATTON22. This 

will allow you to purchase residents’ tickets free of charge. No ticket is required if you are 

going only to the Abbey Church. 

 

Stations of the Cross: The Stations of the Cross will be prayed every Friday during Lent at 

19.00 in St Benedict’s Church. All are most welcome. 

 

Food Bank March needs: Milk (UHT), Milk powder, Instant mash, Potatoes (tinned), 

Tomatoes (tinned), Vegetables (tinned), Fish (tinned tuna), Fruit (tinned), Spaghetti (tinned), 

Macaroni cheese (tinned), Meat soup (tinned), Tomato sauce & brown sauce. ALSO NEEDED, 

PLEASE: Toilet rolls, Washing-up liquid, Shower gel, Toothpaste, Carrier bags. The most 

needed top these lists. Very many thanks for your ongoing support and generosity.  

Registered Charity Number: 1154122 

 

Martyrology: Thursday 17 March is the Feast of St 

Patrick. British by birth, the son of a town councillor who 

was a deacon, his grandfather was a priest. When a youth 

he was captured by pirates who took him to Ireland. 

Enslaved, he spent his days guarding sheep, learning to 

pray in contrast to his years in Britain when he ‘knew not 

the true God’. He managed to return to Britain, but was 

led by the Holy Spirit to go again to the land of his 

captivity with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Miraculously, he freely devoted the rest of his life to 

those who had taken his freedom from him. St Patrick 

pray for us.  
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Synod 2022 - thank you to all attended the recent meeting and the main points raised are 

summarised below. Another meeting will be held in a few weeks to add to these points or 

discuss new issues. Dates/times will be determined nearer the time.  

1. Structure of the parish needs to change if there is no resident priest.  

2. Clergy should be shared across diocese and looked at from a national perspective. 

3. The role of Deacon needs to be expanded and a Deacon should be appointed in 

each parish without a resident priest.   

4. Canon Law needs to be amended to acknowledge that not all parishes have a Priest 

in Charge.  

5. A framework needs to be introduced to help parishes with no resident priest.   

 

Lord Hylton will talk on ‘The Second Vatican Council and 

the Call for Synods’ on Saturday 19 March at 4 p.m. in St 

Peter and Paul’s Church, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5LS. 

Please book a free ticket in advance and take a face-mask: 

bath.sspeterandpaul@cliftondiocese.com The Vigil Mass for 

the Third Sunday of Lent will follow at 6 p.m. 

 

Readings for the Second Sunday of Lent (C) 

First reading 

God enters into a Covenant with Abraham, the man of faith 

Taking Abram outside, the Lord said, 

‘Look up to heaven and count the 

stars if you can.’ ‘Such will be your 

descendants,’ he told him. Abram put 

his faith in the Lord, who counted this 

as making him justified. 

  ‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who 

brought you out of Ur of the 

Chaldaeans to make you heir to this 

land.’ ‘My Lord,’ Abram replied ‘how 

am I to know that I shall inherit it?’ He 

said to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old 

heifer, a three-year-old goat, a three-

year-old ram, a turtledove and a 

young pigeon.’ He brought him all these, cut them in half and put half on one side and half 

facing it on the other; but the birds he did not cut in half. Birds of prey came down on the 

carcases but Abram drove them off. 

  Now as the sun was setting Abram fell into a deep sleep, and terror seized him. When the 

sun had set and darkness had fallen, there appeared a smoking furnace and a firebrand that 

went between the halves. That day the Lord made a Covenant with Abram in these terms: 

‘To your descendants I give this land, 

from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River’ (Genesis 15:5-12,17-18). 

 

Abram tries to count stars. Sixth century Byzantine manuscript 
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Second reading 

Our homeland is in heaven, and from heaven comes Christ to transfigure us 

My brothers, be united in following my rule of life. Take as your models everybody who is 

already doing this and study them as you used to study us. I have told you often, and I repeat 

it today with tears, there are many who are behaving as the enemies of the cross of Christ. 

They are destined to be lost. They make foods into their god and they are proudest of 

something they ought to think shameful; the things they think important are earthly things. 

For us, our homeland is in heaven, and from heaven comes the saviour we are waiting for, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure these wretched bodies of ours into copies of his 

glorious body. He will do that by the same power with which he can subdue the whole 

universe. 

  So then, my brothers and dear friends, do not give way but remain faithful in the Lord. I miss 

you very much, dear friends; you are my joy and my crown (Philippians 3:17-4:1). 

 

Gospel   

Jesus is transfigured before them 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went 

up the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the aspect of his 

face was changed and his clothing became brilliant as 

lightning. Suddenly there were two men there talking to 

him; they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory, and 

they were speaking of his passing which he was to 

accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were 

heavy with sleep, but they kept awake and saw his glory 

and the two men standing with him. As these were leaving 

him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful for us to 

be here; so let us make three tents, one for you, one for 

Moses and one for Elijah.’ – He did not know what he was 

saying. As he spoke, a cloud came and covered them with 

shadow; and when they went into the cloud the disciples 

were afraid. And a voice came from the cloud saying, ‘This 

is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.’ And after the 

voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. The disciples 

kept silence and, at that time, told no one what they had seen (Luke 9:28-36). 

 


