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URING LENT the Church invites us to journey with Jesus into the wilderness after 

his Baptism and to share his time of fasting and praying as we prepare to enter the 

Paschal Mystery with him. We know that if we follow him on his Way of the Cross 

we shall share with him in the joy of the Resurrection. This year we pray urgently for peace 

in the Ukraine and, in particular, we pray in solidarity with the Christian communities in that 

country. The Ukrainians ask that we invoke especially the protection of the Archangel Michael. 

His icon is being held by the little girl in the picture below. As Christians we will pray for all 

who suffer in that conflict, whatever their nationality or role. 

 As we saw last week, it helps immensely to have a structure in our Christian life. A 

good way to pray for Ukraine will be to choose a place and time in which you will pray every 

day. It will be better still if you can gather with family and friends to pray. Lighting a candle is 

helpful to remind you that you are entering into a sacred dimension. St Benedict recommends 

that prayer be short and pure. One possibility is that you pray together a decade of the Rosary, 

reading first a passage from the Gospels that relates to it. It is certainly better to keep prayer 

short and simple rather than to be entirely defeated by excessive ambition.  

 Almsgiving is the third great Lenten way of uniting ourselves to Jesus. This year you 

may want to contribute to appeals to help those who are suffering in the Ukraine. 

 

Ukraine Appeal: This Sunday our Parish is making a contribution to the Aid to the Church 

in Need Ukraine Relief Fund. Please give generously to the second collection. 

Your donation reach people in urgent need, including: 

• Providing food, first aid, clean water, shelter support, 

warm clothing, hygiene parcels and medicines 

• Supporting hospitals and healthcare facilities 

• Supporting fire fighters and civil protection units 

• Training people in life-saving first aid 

• Helping families stay in contact with each other 

• Educating people on the risks of explosives 

• Repairing vital infrastructure 

• Helping to repair homes, healthcare centres, schools 

and community centres 

You can also contribute directly to Aid to the Church in Need’s Ukraine Appeal at: 

https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/emergency-appeal-for-ukraine/ 

Future arrangements for our Parish: After the monks depart on Saturday 12 March, 

arrangements are in place to ensure that Mass will be celebrated on Saturday evenings in St 

Benedict’s Church at 4.30 p.m. and on Sunday mornings in the Abbey Church at 11 a.m. It is 

possible that weekday Masses may be offered in the Abbey Church, but any arrangements for 

these have yet to be confirmed. Sadly, it will not be possible to provide regular Masses in the 
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Holy Ghost Church in Midsomer Norton. The Holy Ghost Church will continue to be open 

for prayer and Adoration during the week, with the Special Ministers of the Eucharist taking 

responsibility. Confessions will be available before Mass in St Benedict’s on Saturdays and in 

the Abbey Church on Sundays. To arrange Baptisms and Marriages, please contact Abbot 

Nicholas Wetz. Contact details will be available before next weekend. We plan to have a 

Priest on call for emergencies.  

 

Synod 2022 - thank you to all attended the recent meeting and the main points raised are 

summarised below. Another meeting will be held in a few weeks to add to these points or 

discuss new issues. Dates/times will be determined nearer the time.  

1. Structure of the parish needs to change if there is no resident priest.  

2. Clergy should be shared across diocese and looked at from a national perspective. 

3. The role of Deacon needs to be expanded and a Deacon should be appointed in 

each parish without a resident priest.   

4. Canon Law needs to be amended to acknowledge that not all parishes have a Priest 

in Charge.  

5. A framework needs to be introduced to help parishes with no resident priest.   

 

First Holy Communions: We are delighted that Celeste Andrewartha, Rafael 

Dzioba and Penny Hutchings will be making their First Holy Communion at the 11 

a.m. Mass on Sunday, 6 March. Please keep them and their families in your prayers 

on this most important day. 

Arrangements for those attending the Abbey 

Church on Sunday 20th March: As you may already be 

aware, the Abbey is hosting a large car show on Sunday 
20th March between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. There will be 

increased traffic to the site during this time and a one-way 

system will be in place along Abbey Road, entering From 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse and exiting through Chilcompton. 

There will be marshals by the entrance to St Benedict’s car park and those attending the 

church should use that car park to avoid the event traffic and having to leave via 

Chilcompton.  If you are unable to walk from the car park to the church, please display a 

disabled sticker or card and explain to marshals you are attending mass. They will then direct 

you to a disabled parking space. Anyone wishing to visit the event will require a ticket.  

Parishioners entering on foot can obtain free 

tickets  from https://meilleurmode.co.uk/tickets and use the access code STRATTON22. This 

will allow you to purchase residents’ tickets free of charge. No ticket is required if you are 

going only to the Abbey Church. 

 

Stations of the Cross: The Stations of the Cross will be prayed every Friday during Lent at 

19.00 in St Benedict’s Church. This devotion will begin on Friday 4 March, the first Friday of 

Lent. All are most welcome. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmeilleurmode.co.uk%2Ftickets%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR14bJzObx66KruroQJ7lDnlNoGHatlLWFP9AYBCIgy52_4FPImpuW3K_TM&h=AT1K4Ol3lJMmA38oPsBU22_OXe52tChoqkTZ-Y4XHDJdG2MbCAlg7vWuBq6iEQv9mnTzMy4NMJkGP247bFgIde-z2RnRgiDhzw2JCJCRLG788cb7JUoSnNcoFonro9xHs9K3&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0p43NnFkOBjoy-jv1zacK83wYsafzZlLeHCmPvitSV8Ut1sTsr0lCojJFZYS_PWjozSoBBKC0kCmeIQr0eMwSJJKjAj56QWIDvUmvmNRxN6-ewXLhLUOPdH3DQg7CbPPtlzb8oUMh0M-Sui97Mo2gVfyXdNTWw85nbPJyyZ84X2gPYlZ5MIdkcQw0wuzY7Qc7l8SYQ0CrY_yXJ91Y


Martyrology:  On Saturday 12 March the monks keep the Solemnity 

of St Gregory the Great. They chose him as their patron when 

starting their community life in Douai at the beginning of the 

seventeenth century for several reasons. It was Gregory (Pope 590-

604) who set his heart on bringing the Gospel of Christ to the pagan 

Saxons who had overrun this country after the departure of the 

Romans. The monks of our community knew they were called to 

renew this mission and six of them suffered as martyrs. Whenever 

the news of a martyrdom reached the monks in Douai, they would 

gather in the church to sing the Te Deum (We praise you, O God 

…). St Gregory the Great was also a profound admirer of St 

Benedict, devoting a complete book of his Dialogues to an account of the saint’s life and 

miracles. It was the advocacy of this great Pope that helped make St Benedict’s Rule normative 

for monastic life in the Western Church, and so our patron influences the monks’ life 

throughout every day. We ask him to pray for us especially this year, that we may be guided 
and inspired to renew our monastic life in our new home at Buckfast Abbey. 

 

Readings for the First Sunday of Lent 

First reading 

The creed of the Chosen People 

Moses said to the people: ‘The priest shall take the pannier from your hand and lay it before 

the altar of the Lord your God. Then, in the sight of the Lord your God, you must make this 

pronouncement: 

  ‘“My father was a wandering Aramaean. He went down into Egypt to find refuge there, few 

in numbers; but there he became a nation, great, mighty, and strong. The Egyptians ill-treated 

us, they gave us no peace and inflicted harsh slavery on us. But we called on the Lord, the 

God of our fathers. The Lord heard our voice and saw our misery, our toil and our 

oppression; and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with mighty hand and outstretched arm, 

with great terror, and with signs and wonders. He brought us here and gave us this land, a 

land where milk and honey flow. Here then I bring the first-fruits of the produce of the soil 

that you, the Lord, have given me.” 

  ‘You must then lay them before the Lord your God, and bow down in the sight of the Lord 

your God’ (Deuteronomy 26: 4-10). 

 

Second reading   

The creed of the Christian 

Scripture says: The word (that is the faith we proclaim) is very near to you, it is on your lips 

and in your heart. If your lips confess that Jesus is Lord and if you believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, then you will be saved. By believing from the heart you are 

made righteous; by confessing with your lips you are saved. When scripture says: those who 

believe in him will have no cause for shame, it makes no distinction between Jew and Greek: 

all belong to the same Lord who is rich enough, however many ask his help, for everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Romans 10: 8-13). 

 

 



Gospel  

Motivation: On this Sunday, the first of Lent, we hear that Jesus is full of the Spirit and is led by 

this same Spirit into the wilderness for 40 days. Are you aware of the Spirit in you? Have you realized 

that this time of Lent is also very much a time of the Spirit? It is the Lord who in this passage will 

guide us, showing us how to be led by the Spirit and to face, with his help, the challenges that we 

encounter in our lives. Let us joyfully set out, driven by this Spirit of God, on the journey that will take 

us to the very heart of our faith; the Paschal Mystery, that is the mystery of us in him and him in us. 

Learn from the way in which the Lord goes into the wilderness and find light for your own 40 days’ 

journey through Lent and into the light of Easter. 

The temptation in the wilderness 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left 

the Jordan and was led by the Spirit 

through the wilderness, being 

tempted there by the devil for 

forty days. During that time he ate 

nothing and at the end he was 

hungry. Then the devil said to him, 

‘If you are the Son of God, tell this 

stone to turn into a loaf.’ But Jesus 

replied, ‘Scripture says: Man does 

not live on bread alone.’ 

  Then leading him to a height, the 

devil showed him in a moment of 

time all the kingdoms of the world 

and said to him, ‘I will give you all 

this power and the glory of these 

kingdoms, for it has been 

committed to me and I give it to 

anyone I choose. Worship me, 

then, and it shall all be yours.’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says: 

You must worship the Lord your God, 

and serve him alone.’ 

Then he led him to Jerusalem and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are 

the Son of God,’ he said to him ‘throw yourself down from here, for scripture says: 

He will put his angels in charge of you 

to guard you, 

and again: 

They will hold you up on their hands 

in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 

But Jesus answered him, ‘It has been said: 

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

Having exhausted all these ways of tempting him, the devil left him, to return at the appointed 

time (Luke 4:1-13). 
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