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HY HAVE WE 
CHOSEN this picture 
of Tobit blessing his 

son Tobias as the opening image 
for this week’s newsletter? In the 
Gospel, Jesus will recall Tobias’s 
words to his son as he sets out on 
the great adventure that will be 
the theme of the Book of Tobit: 
‘Treat others as you would like 
them to treat you’ (Luke 6: 31; 
Tobit 4: 15). The painting by 
Mattia Preti (1613-1699) shows 
Tobit as an imposing father figure 
who is balanced by the three 
figures of his wife Anna, the Archangel Raphael, who is disguised as the helpful guide Azarias, 
and the very young Tobias, who is framed by his father’s and the angel’s hands and seems 
apprehensive but anxious to burst out of the painting to begin his great journey. Jesus’s words 
in this week’s Gospel prepare us for our own journey to maturity, when we will have become 
true Sons of God able to channel God’s love to his world. We must pray for that miracle of 
transformation that will enable God to pour out his gifts through us for the life of the world. 
 The Book of Tobit is known as a deutero-canonical book; this means you may not find 
it in non-Catholic bibles. If you are buying a bible, make sure the deuteron-canonical books 
are included. Tobias is a type of Christ, as you will come to recognise as you follow his 
adventures. He will cast out demons, cure his father’s blindness, and escape what seems to 
be the certain death that engulfed Sarah’s seven previous suitors. It is a wonderful book for 
anyone engaged in an important journey and for young couples about to marry. Tobias’s and 
Sarah’s prayer is often chosen for weddings (Tobias 8: 7-9). We can imagine that it was a book 
Jesus himself enjoyed. Sadly, Mattia Preti’s painting does not include Tobias’s dog that sets out 
on his journey with him and the angel (Tobias 6:2). It is the only potentially favourable 
reference to a dog we can find in the bible. 

Dom Leo Maidlow Davis 
 
Future arrangements for our Parish: After the monks depart on Saturday 12 March, 
arrangements are in place to ensure that Mass will be celebrated on Saturday evenings in St 
Benedict’s Church and on Sunday mornings in the Abbey Church. Precise times and details 
will be announced shortly. Weekday Masses may be available in the Abbey Church. Sadly, it 
will not be possible to provide regular Masses in the Holy Ghost Church in Midsomer Norton. 
The Holy Ghost Church will continue to be open for prayer and Adoration during the week, 
with the Special Ministers of the Eucharist taking responsibility. Confessions will be available 
before Mass in St Benedict’s on Saturdays and in the Abbey Church on Sundays. To arrange 
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Baptisms and Marriages, please contact Abbot Nicholas. We plan to have a Priest on call for 
emergencies. Dom Michael Clothier (Parish Priest) and Dom Leo Maidlow Davis (Assistant 
Parish Priest) retire on 12 March 2022. 
 
FOOD BANK FEBRUARY NEEDS: Please choose items from this list only. Instant mash, 
Milk (U.H.T.), Milk powder, Tinned potatoes, Tinned vegetables. Very many thanks for your 
ongoing support and generosity.  
 
Some Charitable Initiatives for Lent: This Year Lent begins on 2 March. Here are two 
Lenten activities you might like to take part in:  
 
CAFOD’s Walk against Hunger Lent challenge: There are 200 million children in the 
world whose lives are at risk from malnutrition. This Lent, challenge yourself to walk 200km, 
and help give hunger its marching orders. Do 5k a day, your way, for 40 days, get sponsored 
and you’ll conquer your 200km target in time for Easter – and help people around the world 
to live free from hunger. To take part, go to cafod.org.uk/walk 
 
World day of Prayer: Each year on the first Friday of March we join with other churches 
in the Midsomer Norton/Radstock area to hold this ecumenical service. The service is 
prepared by a different country and this year the service has been compiled by England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. It will be held in the Abbey on Friday 4th March at 11 a.m. and we will 
be the hosts. We would love as many people as possible to join us to make this a memorable 
occasion. Please put the date in your diaries. Refreshments will be available afterwards in St 
Benedict’s Church parish hall. 
 
Stations of the Cross: The Stations of the Cross will be prayed every Friday during Lent at 
19.00 in St Benedict’s Church. This devotion will begin on Friday 4 March, the first Friday of 
Lent. All are most welcome. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Readings for the Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 
 
First reading 
Do not lift your hand against the Lord's anointed 

Saul set off and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, accompanied by three thousand men 
chosen from Israel to search for David in the wilderness of Ziph. 
  In the dark David and Abishai made their way towards the force, where they found Saul lying 
asleep inside the camp, his spear stuck in the ground beside his head, with Abner and the 
troops lying round him. 
  Then Abishai said to David, ‘Today God has put your enemy in your power; so now let me 
pin him to the ground with his own spear. Just one stroke! I will not need to strike him twice.’ 
David answered Abishai, ‘Do not kill him, for who can lift his hand against the Lord’s anointed 
and be without guilt? The Lord forbid that I should raise my hand against the Lord’s anointed! 
But now take the spear beside his head and the pitcher of water and let us go away.’ David 
took the spear and the pitcher of water from beside Saul’s head, and they made off. No one 
saw, no one knew, no one woke up; they were all asleep, for a deep sleep from the Lord had 
fallen on them. 
  David crossed to the other side and halted on the top of the mountain a long way off; there 
was a wide space between them. He called out, ‘Here is the king’s spear. Let one of the 
soldiers come across and take it. The Lord repays everyone for his uprightness and loyalty. 
Today the Lord put you in my power, but I would not raise my hand against the Lord’s 
anointed’ (1 Samuel 26:2,7-9,11-13,22-23). 
 
Second reading 
The first Adam became a living soul; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit 
The first man, Adam, as scripture says, became a living soul; but the last Adam has become a 
life-giving spirit. That is, first the one with the soul, not the spirit, and after that, the one with 
the spirit. The first man, being from the earth, is earthly by nature; the second man is from 
heaven. As this earthly man was, so are we on earth; and as the heavenly man is, so are we in 
heaven. And we, who have been modelled on the earthly man, will be modelled on the 
heavenly man(1 Corinthians 15:45-49). 



Gospel  
Love your enemies 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you who are listening: Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat you badly. To the 
man who slaps you on one cheek, present the other cheek too; to the man who takes your 
cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and do not ask for 
your property back from the man who robs you. Treat others as you would like them to treat 
you. If you love those who love you, what thanks can you expect? Even sinners love those 
who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what thanks can you 
expect? For even sinners do that much. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive, what thanks can you expect? Even sinners lend to sinners to get back the same 
amount. Instead, love your enemies and do good, and lend without any hope of return. You 
will have a great reward, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. 
  ‘Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do not judge, and you will not be judged 
yourselves; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned yourselves; grant pardon, and 
you will be pardoned. Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over, will be poured into your lap; because the amount you 
measure out is the amount you will be given back’ (Luke 6:27-38). 
 
 


