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N ST LUKE’S GOSPEL 
Simon Peter, the fisherman, 
is the first disciple Jesus calls 

personally. Peter is busy at 
work, and the contrast with 
Isaiah’s call in the Temple in the 
first reading is sharp. But both 
Peter and Isaiah are 
overwhelmed by the sense of 
their own sinfulness and 
inadequacy. And both are sent 
to proclaim God’s good news 
of mercy to the world.  

No one is fit to be 
called an apostle, Paul 
recognizes in today’s second 
reading. But by the grace of God, even a persecutor of the Church—as Paul once was—can 
be lifted up for the Lord’s service. In the Old Testament, humanity was unfit for the divine—
no man could stand in God’s presence and live (see Exodus 33: 20). But in Jesus, we are made 
able to speak with him face-to-face, to taste his Word on our tongue. Today’s scene from 
Isaiah is recalled in every Mass. Before reading the Gospel, the priest silently asks God to 
cleanse his lips that he might worthily proclaim his Word. God’s Word comes to us as it came 
to Peter, Paul, Isaiah, and today’s Psalmist—as a personal call to leave everything and follow 
him, to surrender our weaknesses in order to be filled with his strength. Simon put out into 
deep waters even though, as a professional fisherman, he knew it would be foolhardy to 
expect to catch anything. In humbling himself before the Lord’s command, he was exalted—
his nets filled to overflowing; later, as Paul tells us, he will become the first to see the risen 
Lord (I Corinthians 15: 5).  

Jesus has made us worthy to receive him in the company of angels in God’s holy 
Temple. On our knees like Peter, with the humility of David in today’s Psalm, we thank him 
with all our hearts and join in the unending hymn that Isaiah heard around God’s altar: ‘Holy, 
holy, holy . . .’ (see also Revelation 4: 8).  

(With acknowledgements to Scott Hahn) 
 
Mass arrangements: Her Majesty’s Government lifted the Plan B measures taken to reduce 
virus transmission on 27 January. After consultation with the Parish Pastoral Council, we have 
decided that we will continue to provide socially-distanced seating for those who would feel 
safer with it and who prefer be in an area where masks are worn. Stewards will no longer 
request contact details. We will continue to offer hand sanitizer for those entering and leaving 
the church. The Bishops have said that they support the vaccination programme and they 
encourage people to be vaccinated. Obviously, if you are displaying symptoms of COVID-19 
or any other transmissible illness you should stay at home. Happily we can refill our holy 
water stoups. Holy Communion will, for the time being, be offered under the one kind only. 
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The risk of transmission from surfaces is now minimal and so hymn books and lectionaries 
can be used as previously. It is recommended that masks are still worn, if possible, while 
singing close to others. It is good to be returning to relative normality, but the COVID-19 
virus is still in circulation and we need to assess any risks there may for our ourselves and for 
others. 
 
Downside School’s new Chaplain: Fr Michael Patey has been 
appointed as Chaplain to Downside School in succession to Dom James 
Hood, who retires at the end of this month. Father Michael Patey is also 
prepared to help in St Benedict’s Parish. He has previously ministered in 
the Diocese of Nottingham and will be a most welcome addition to our 
Parish. The photograph is the only one the Editor has been able to find; it 
may at least enable you to identify Fr Michael when you meet him. We 
wish him a blessed and happy ministry. 
 
Martyrology: Thursday 10 February is the Memorial of St Scholastica. She was St Benedict’s 
twin sister and the first Benedictine nun. Her community lived close to her brother at Monte 
Cassino. The brother and sister would meet once a year. On his last visit to her, she asked 
St Benedict to stay longer to discuss the joys of heaven. When he refused, she prayed for rain 
to such effect that a violent thunderstorm prevented him from leaving. St Gregory the Great 
tells us that she could do more because she loved more. St Scholastica is the patron of our 
Manquehue Community at Downside and also of our online Lectio Divina group. 

Friday 11 February is the Optional Memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes. 
Between 11 February and 16 July in 1858 Our Lady appeared eighteen times 
to St Bernadette in the grotto at Lourdes. On 25 March she said to the 
fourteen year old Bernadette in the native patois ‘I am the Immaculate 
Conception’. Our Lady’s appearances were a call to penance and prayer, which 
has found particular expression in the service of the sick and disabled. This day 
is now a world day of prayer for the sick; let us pray especially for that intention 
on Friday. 

 
 Synod 2021-2023: For a Synodal Church: Members of the Parish have suggested that 
the Synod explore the effects that the decreasing number of priests is likely to have on our 
parish structures so that we can make the best response we can to the changes ahead of us. 
Another suggestion is that the Church consider afresh the ancient office of women Deacons. 
If you have any ideas that you think the Synod can consider, please let DD. Michael or Leo 
know or write directly to Bishop Declan. 
 
FOOD BANK FEBRUARY NEEDS: Please choose items from this list only. Instant mash, 
Milk (U.H.T.), Milk powder, Tinned potatoes, Tinned vegetables. Very many thanks for your 
ongoing support and generosity.  

 
Some Charitable Initiatives for Lent: This Year Lent begins on 2 March. Here are two 
Lenten activities you might like to take part in: 
 



CAFOD’s Walk against Hunger Lent 
challenge: There are 200 million children in 
the world whose lives are at risk from 
malnutrition. This Lent, challenge yourself to 
walk 200km, and help give hunger its 
marching orders. Do 5k a day, your way, for 
40 days, get sponsored and you’ll conquer 
your 200km target in time for Easter – and 
help people around the world to live free 
from hunger. To take part, go to cafod.org.uk/walk  

World day of Prayer: Each year on the first Friday of 
March we join with other churches in the Midsomer 
Norton/Radstock area to hold this ecumenical service. The 
service is prepared by a different country and this year the 
service has been compiled by England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. It will be held in the Abbey on Friday 4th March at 
11 a.m. and we will be the hosts. We would love as many 
people as possible to join us to make this a memorable 
occasion. Please put the date in your diaries.  

 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 
First reading 

'Here I am: send me' 

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw 
the Lord of Hosts seated on a high 
throne; his train filled the sanctuary; 
above him stood seraphs, each one with 
six wings. 
  And they cried out to one another in 
this way, 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts. 
His glory fills the whole earth.’ 
The foundations of the threshold shook 
with the voice of the one who cried 
out, and the Temple was filled with 
smoke. I said: 
‘What a wretched state I am in! I am lost, 
for I am a man of unclean lips 
and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have looked at the King, the Lord of Hosts.’ 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding in his hand a live coal which he had taken from 
the altar with a pair of tongs. With this he touched my mouth and said: 

Marc Chagall, 1968 



‘See now, this has touched your lips, 
your sin is taken away, 
your iniquity is purged.’ 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 
‘Whom shall I send? Who will be our messenger?’ 
I answered, ‘Here I am, send me’ (Isaiah 6:1-2, 3-8). 
 

Second reading 

I preached what the others preach, and you all believed 
Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, the gospel that you received 
and in which you are firmly established; because the gospel will save you only if you keep 
believing exactly what I preached to you – believing anything else will not lead to anything. 
  Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I had been taught myself, namely that Christ 
died for our sins, in accordance with the scriptures; that he was buried; and that he was raised 
to life on the third day, in accordance with the scriptures; that he appeared first to Cephas 
and secondly to the Twelve. Next he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at 
the same time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died; then he appeared to 
James, and then to all the apostles; and last of all he appeared to me too; it was as though I 
was born when no one expected it. 
  I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since I persecuted the Church of God, I hardly deserve 
the name apostle; but by God’s grace that is what I am, and the grace that he gave me has not 
been fruitless. On the contrary, I, or rather the grace of God that is with me, have worked 
harder than any of the others; but what matters is that I preach what they preach, and this is 
what you all believed (1 Corinthians 15:1-11). 
 

Gospel 

Motivation:  In the first reading for Sunday, from Isaiah, God is revealed to the prophet in 
terrifying majesty in the Temple in Jerusalem. In the Gospel he is revealed to Peter and his 
companions in the place of their everyday toil. What is Jesus challenging me to do today? What is 
he going to ask me to attempt? Am I ready to follow? 



They left everything and followed him 

Jesus was standing one day by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round him 
listening to the word of God, when he caught sight of two boats close to the bank. The 
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats – 
it was Simon’s – and asked him to put out a little from the shore. Then he sat down and taught 
the crowds from the boat. 
  When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water and pay out your 
nets for a catch.’ ‘Master,’ Simon replied, ‘we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, 
but if you say so, I will pay out the nets.’ And when they had done this they netted such a 
huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so they signalled to their companions in the 
other boat to come and help them; when these came, they filled the two boats to sinking 
point. 
  When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful 
man.’ For he and all his companions were completely overcome by the catch they had made; 
so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners. But Jesus said to 
Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you will catch.’ Then, bringing their boats 
back to land, they left everything and followed him (Luke 5:1-11). 

 


