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ROM NOW until the Eighth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time (27 

February) the second reading at 

Sunday Mass will come from St Paul’s 

First Letter to the Corinthians. It will 

be helpful to listen to each reading 

with a sense of the purpose and 

scope of the whole letter. In fact we 

have two of Paul’s letters addressed 

to the Christians in Corinth, and he 

wrote them more than two; the first 

has not survived (See I Corinthians 5: 

9). Corinth was the church to which 

Paul devoted the greatest time and 

attention. The city’s position and its 

two ports gave it huge commercial significance; it was the third city in the Roman Empire. Its 

principal temple was dedicated to Aphrodite, the goddess of love; it was where sailors and 

others went for a good time, which, morally speaking, meant a bad time. There are allusions 

to this in I Corinthians 6: 15-20. Corinth was also renowned for its games and devotion to 

sport, a love that Paul turns to brilliant effect by urging the Christians there to train hard as 

they compete, not for a perishable crown of celery, but to win the crown of salvation that 

will never wither (I Corinthans 9: 24-27). 

Paul first went to Corinth in about AD 50/51. He found a home with Aquila and Priscila, 

a Jewish couple who had become Christians in Rome, whence they had been banished in AD 

49 by the Emperor Claudius. Paul stayed with them for eighteen months. Here he was able 

to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to pagans from every nation. There was a strong 

response to Paul’s message from people of all sorts who were hungering for the love of God 

in a world of hostile powers. Paul’s Gospel attracted rich and poor, slaves and free, pagans 

and Jews. This mixed group was filled with enthusiasm and joy, but it was also susceptible to 

division and conflict. Paul writes to the Corinthians from Ephesus, where he has heard 

disturbing reports of what is going on in his beloved church. Internal divisions and scandals 

are shaking this young Christian community, drawn from many diverse cultures, which is 

struggling to remain faithful to Christ and his teaching in a pagan world. 

Partly it seems that the Corinthians have been filled with the joy of the resurrection, 

but are in danger of forgetting the cross of Christ and the wisdom of God that the crucified 

Messiah reveals. Paul urges his converts to bear witness day by day to their solidarity with the 

poor and the weak and to give the example of a truly good life in the midst of a corrupt 

society. As we read the letter, we see the multi-faceted character of St Paul; he can be fierce 

and gentle; mordant, scandalized, ironic, affectionate and loving. The Letter to the Corinthians 
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will speak to us because we can see our own situation reflected in the lives of these first 

Christians. We should note too how men and women in Corinth delight in the gifts they have 

received from the Holy Spirit and use them for the service of the whole community, even 

though they sometimes drift towards chaos. Sometimes too their celebration of the Eucharist 

divides the rich from the poor. We will find material for the examination of our own 

consciences. For us, as for the Christians of Corinth, it is hard to swim against the powerful 

currents of the age. But St Paul leaves us encouraged: ‘keep firm and immovable, always 

abounding in energy for the Lord’s work, being sure that in the Lord none of your labours is 

wasted’ (I Corinthians 15: 58). As usual, you can find a helpful summary at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiHf8klCCc4&t=52s The summary does not say enough 

about the important account of the Lord’s Supper in chapter 11, but it remains an excellent 

introduction to this great letter. 

Candelmas:  Mass on 2 February will be offered at 8.35 a.m. in Abbey Church and at 6 p.m. 

in St Benedict’s.  

The St Blaise blessing of throats: This will be available on Friday 4 February at the 9.45 

Mass in the Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton. 

The Parish Pastoral Council will meet in St Benedict’s Church Hall on Wednesday 2 

February at 7 p.m. 

Somerset Church Leaders’ Retreat at Abbey: This weekend Somerset’s church leaders, 

including Bishop Declan, will be meeting for a period of recollection and discussion in our 

guest house. Please keep them in your prayers. 

Message from Peter and Rita Beaven: We would like to thank everyone in the Parish 

for the wonderful send-off we were given in the Parish Centre two weeks ago. It was an 

unexpected occasion that left us quite overwhelmed by the generosity shown us. We must 

say a special thank you to Fr Michael and Fr Leo for organizing the event and for the beautiful 

bowl inscribed with some of Christ’s last words to the Apostles. Since then we have actually 

moved and begun to settle into our new house. We have been made very welcome in our 

new Parish, St Anthony of Padua in West Moors. It is a lively Church with a Nigerian priest 

and lots going on. We are seeing more of our family and grandchildren, which was the main 

reason for the move – however, we miss you all. God Bless, 

Peter & Rita 

 

CAFOD’s Walk against Hunger Lent challenge: There are 200 million children in the 

world whose lives are at risk from malnutrition. This Lent, challenge yourself to walk 200km, 

and help give hunger its marching orders. 

Do 5k a day, your way, for 40 days, get sponsored and you’ll conquer your 200km 

target in time for Easter – and help people around the world to live free from hunger. 

To take part, go to cafod.org.uk/walk 

 

FOOD BANK FEBRUARY NEEDS: Please choose items from this list only. Instant 

mash, Milk (U.H.T.), Milk powder, Tinned potatoes, Tinned vegetables. Very many thanks 

for your ongoing support and generosity. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiHf8klCCc4&t=52s
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/


World day of Prayer: Each year on the first Friday 

of March we join with other churches in the 

Midsomer Norton/Radstock area to hold this 

ecumenical service. The service is prepared by a 

different country and this year the service has been 

compiled by England, Wales and Northern Ireland. It 

will be held in the Abbey on Friday 4th March at 11 

a.m. and we will be the hosts. We would love as many 

people as possible to join us to make this a 

memorable occasion. Please put the date in your 

diaries. 
 

 

 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 
 

First reading 

'I have appointed you prophet to the nations' 

In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was addressed to me, saying: 

‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 

before you came to birth I consecrated you; 

I have appointed you as prophet to the nations. 

‘So now brace yourself for action. 

Stand up and tell them 

all I command you. 

Do not be dismayed at their presence, 

or in their presence I will make you dismayed. 

‘I, for my part, today will make you 

into a fortified city, 

a pillar of iron, 

and a wall of bronze 

to confront all this land: 

the kings of Judah, its princes, 

its priests and the country people. 

They will fight against you 

but shall not overcome you, 

for I am with you to deliver you – 

it is the Lord who speaks’ (Jeremiah 1: 4-5,17-19). 

 

Second reading 

The supremacy of charity 

Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am going to show you a way that is better than any of 

them. 



  If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without love, I am simply a gong 

booming or a cymbal clashing. If I have the gift of prophecy, understanding all the mysteries 

there are, and knowing everything, and if I have faith in all its fullness, to move mountains, but 

without love, then I am nothing at all. If I give away all that I possess, piece by piece, and if I 

even let them take my body to burn it, but am without love, it will do me no good whatever. 

  Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; it is 

never rude or selfish; it does not take offence, and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in 

other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, 

and to endure whatever comes. 

  Love does not come to an end. But if there are gifts of prophecy, the time will come when 

they must fail; or the gift of languages, it will not continue for ever; and knowledge – for this, 

too, the time will come when it must fail. For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophesying 

is imperfect; but once perfection comes, all imperfect things will disappear. When I was a 

child, I used to talk like a child, and think like a child, and argue like a child, but now I am a 

man, all childish ways are put behind me. Now we are seeing a dim reflection in a mirror; but 

then we shall be seeing face to face. The knowledge that I have now is imperfect; but then I 

shall know as fully as I am known. 

  In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is 

love (1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation  

The Gospel this week is challenging. It follows on from the Gospel of last week, but reading it out of 

context seems difficult. However, reading through the first reading, the Psalm, and the second reading, 

a clear message comes through: in all things, we are called to work with God. Without God's love and 

assistance I can do nothing, yet he still wants me to prepare, to invite him in and trust him freely in 

the heavenly battle. That is not easy.  

Paul says: I can know only imperfectly. Isn't that beautiful? And isn't it true? It is through the 

grace of God we know this, and often an examination of conscience will remind us of this humble 

truth. Having reflected on the other readings we'll hear at Mass, we can come to the Gospel with an 

awareness that the anger and the rage we see Jesus confronted by is a reminder of what can happen 

when we lash out because we do not understand him or do not get our way. It seems as though the 

people in the synagogue in Jesus’ home town wanted everything he said to them to be affirming, just 

as we do. But God does challenge us, and gives us our role to play in his work. If we forget to invite 

him in, we will be met with our own anger and frustration. Paul sums it up well when he says, ‘if I am 

without love, it will do me no good whatsoever’.  

What do you think God is challenging you to do this week? Let him in, let his praise be your 

theme, and you will endure and rise to meet whatever comes. He is always with you, and has 

marvellous plans for you if you can only trust and let him be your guide through the good and bad. 

  

No prophet is ever accepted in his own country 

Jesus began to speak in the synagogue: ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’ 

And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the gracious words that came 

from his lips. They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’ 



  But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me the saying, “Physician, heal yourself” and tell 

me, “We have heard all that happened in Capernaum, do the same here in your own 

countryside.”’ 

  And he went on, ‘I tell you solemnly, no prophet 

is ever accepted in his own country. 

  ‘There were many widows in Israel, I can assure 

you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven remained shut for 

three years and six months and a great famine 

raged throughout the land, but Elijah was not sent 

to any one of these: he was sent to a widow at 

Zarephath, a Sidonian town. And in the prophet 

Elisha’s time there were many lepers in Israel, but 

none of these was cured, except the Syrian, 

Naaman.’ 

  When they heard this everyone in the synagogue 

was enraged. They sprang to their feet and hustled 

him out of the town; and they took him up to the 

brow of the hill their town was built on, intending 

to throw him down the cliff, but he slipped through 

the crowd and walked away (Luke 4:21-30). 
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