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N 30 SEPTEMBER 2019 

Pope Francis issued a Motu 

Proprio with the title ‘Aperuit 

illis’. There he instituted this Third 

Sunday in Ordinary Time as Bible 

Sunday, a day to focus on the 

celebration, study and dissemination 

of the word of God. Not so long ago, 

many Catholics tended to undervalue 

the Bible, even though it has always 

provided by far the greatest part of 

the Prayer of the Church and of her 

sacramental liturgy. They were, in 

part, reacting to the Protestant 

Reformation’s emphasis on the 

authority of the Bible in isolation from the wider teaching and tradition of the Church out of 

which the Scriptures had emerged. This disparaging of the Bible was not the view held in 

earlier days and it is certainly not St Benedict’s view as conveyed in his Rule. Dedicated 

Christians have always revered God’s word, not just as a text but also as a place of personal 

encounter where God reveals to our heart those truths that save us by leading us to eternal 

life. For Christians, truth is not an abstraction; it is a divine Person. Jesus tells us, ‘I am the 

way, the truth and the life’ (John 14: 6). St Gregory the Great wrote, ‘You who are 

accustomed to assist at the divine mysteries know well that it is necessary to guard with the 

greatest care and respect the Body of the Lord that you receive, lest the least particle be lost, 

lest anything that has been consecrated fall to the ground. Do you perchance think that it is a 

lesser fault to treat negligently the Word of God, which is God’s Body?’ 

 One way to mark this Bible Sunday would be to bring your Bible to Mass. Dom Michael 

or Dom Leo will happily bestow a blessing on it for you after Mass. 

Dom Leo Maidlow Davis 

 

 

The Parish Pastoral Council: The following were elected to serve on St Benedict’s 

Parish Pastoral Council at a meeting of the Parish held on 8 December 2021: 

Officers 

John McGarvey (Chair) 

Julie Justin (Deputy Chair) 

Cathy Wolf (Secretary) 

 

 

 

Members 

Liam O'Gorman 

Kelly Gagliardi 

Laura Howly-West 

Alice Maddalena 

O 

Detail from a thirteenth-century Bible from Bologna, illuminated for 
Dominicans 



Liz Avis Tim Clarke 

 

Lorraine Zawitowski and David Byrne attend as a Finance committee members. 

 

An encouraging read: Eddie Gilmore, CEO of 

London-based Irish Chaplaincy, has written a book 

called Looking Ahead with Hope: Stories of Humanity, 

Wonder and Gratitude in a Time of Uncertainty. You can 

order it directly from the publisher, DLT: 

https://www.dartonlongmantodd.co.uk/titles/2342-

9781913657420-looking-ahead-with-hope  

Or from any bookshop (ISBN: 978-1-913657-42-0) 

Looking Ahead with Hope is a collection of 

short, inter-connected pieces written over the  three 

years in which Eddie Gilmore has worked as CEO for 

the Irish Chaplaincy, a charity which supports Irish 

people in Britain, including prisoners, Travellers and 

seniors. At the heart of Eddie's book, which weaves 

together his visits to prisons, care homes and 

monasteries with travels further afield - pilgrimage on 

the Camino in Spain, walking retreats in the French 

Alps, and meetings and events in Ireland - are 

encounters with a host of characters, which touch 

and transform and which reveal our deep 

connections with one another. These are stories of wonder, reflections on faith and on the 

human condition, with a frequent refrain of gratitude, and of hope. Eddie Gilmore has been a 

regular guest in the monastery at Downside. 

 

Martyrology: Tuesday 25 January is the Feast of 

the Conversion of St Paul. It celebrates the day 

when the young Paul, on his way to Damascus to 

persecute the Christians there, was struck down by 

a vision of the risen Christ who asked, ‘Saul, Saul, 

why are you persecuting me?’ Jesus chose Paul to be 

the principal bearer of the Good News of Salvation 

to the Gentiles. He would endure many sufferings, 

which he was able to endure because he was filled 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit. Wednesday 26 

January is the Memorial of Ss Timothy and Titus. 

Disciples and co-workers of St Paul, Timothy was 

given the charge of the Christian community in 

Ephesus and Titus, Paul’s secretary and messenger 

to various churches, became Bishop of Crete. You 

will find in the New Testament two letters to Timothy and one to Titus. 

St Paul entrusts letters to Timothy and Silas 

https://www.dartonlongmantodd.co.uk/titles/2342-9781913657420-looking-ahead-with-hope
https://www.dartonlongmantodd.co.uk/titles/2342-9781913657420-looking-ahead-with-hope


Readings for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 

First reading 

All the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law 

Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, consisting of men, women, and children 

old enough to understand. This was the first day of the seventh month. On the square before 

the Water Gate, in the presence of the men and women, and children old enough to 

understand, he read from the book from early morning till noon; all the people listened 

attentively to the Book of the Law. 

  Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the purpose. In full view of all the people 

– since he stood higher than all the people – Ezra opened the book; and when he opened it 

all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people raised 

their hands and answered, ‘Amen! Amen!’ Then they bowed down and, face to the ground, 

prostrated themselves before the Lord. And Ezra read from the Law of God, translating and 

giving the sense, so that the people understood what was read. 

  Then Nehemiah – His Excellency – and Ezra, priest and scribe, and the Levites who were 

instructing the people, said to all the people, ‘This day is sacred to the Lord your God. Do 

not be mournful, do not weep.’ For the people were all in tears as they listened to the words 

of the Law. 

  He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and send a portion to the man who has 

nothing prepared ready. For this day is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of the Lord 

is your stronghold’ (Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10).  

 

Second reading 

You together are Christ's body, but each a different part of it 

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these 

parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, 

Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink. 

  Nor is the body to be identified with any one of its many parts. If the foot were to say, ‘I am 

not a hand and so I do not belong to the body’, would that mean that it stopped being part of 

the body? If the ear were to say, ‘I am not an eye, and so I do not belong to the body’, would 

that mean that it was not a part of the body? If your whole body was just one eye, how would 

you hear anything? If it was just one ear, how would you smell anything? 

  Instead of that, God put all the separate parts into the body on purpose. If all the parts were 

the same, how could it be a body? As it is, the parts are many but the body is one. The eye 

cannot say to the hand, ‘I do not need you’, nor can the head say to the feet, ‘I do not need 

you.’ 

  What is more, it is precisely the parts of the body that seem to be the weakest which are 

the indispensable ones; and it is the least honourable parts of the body that we clothe with 

the greatest care. So our more improper parts get decorated in a way that our more proper 

parts do not need. God has arranged the body so that more dignity is given to the parts which 

are without it, and that there may not be disagreements inside the body, but that each part 

may be equally concerned for all the others. If one part is hurt, all parts are hurt with it. If 

one part is given special honour, all parts enjoy it. 



  Now you together are Christ’s body; but each of you is a different part of it. In the Church, 

God has given the first place to apostles, the second to prophets, the third to teachers; after 

them, miracles, and after them the gift of healing; helpers, good leaders, those with many 

languages. Are all of them apostles, or all of them prophets, or all of them teachers? Do they 

all have the gift of miracles, or all have the gift of healing? Do all speak strange languages, and 

all interpret them? (1 Corinthians 12:12-30) 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: This Sunday's Gospel speaks to us about what Sunday means, what the purpose of 

the Church is and invites us to take our place within the story of Salvation. In the Gospel you are 

about to hear, Jesus, the Word made Flesh, reads to us, makes himself known to us. I invite you to 

listen not only by preparing your hearts, but also by entering into an attitude of listening. Are you 

distracted? Are your eyes roaming around the room? Are you fiddling with the pages of your Bible? I 

invite you to become aware of yourself, to settle down and enter more deeply into yourself, to that 

quiet place beyond the tumult of thoughts and worries, plans and prospects. The Lord wants to meet 

you in His Word today. Are you ready to hear the Good News? To let yourself be transformed? 

 

'This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen' 

Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up 

accounts of the events that have taken place among 

us, exactly as these were handed down to us by 

those who from the outset were eyewitnesses and 

ministers of the word, I in my turn, after carefully 

going over the whole story from the beginning, have 

decided to write an ordered account for you, 

Theophilus, so that your Excellency may learn how 

well founded the teaching is that you have received. 

  Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned 

to Galilee; and his reputation spread throughout the 

countryside. He taught in their synagogues and 

everyone praised him. 

  He came to Nazara, where he had been brought 

up, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day 

as he usually did. He stood up to read and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. 

Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is written: 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 

for he has anointed me. 

He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 

to proclaim liberty to captives 

and to the blind new sight, 

to set the downtrodden free, 

to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour. 

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled 

today even as you listen’ (Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21). 


