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ESPITE REPEATED EFFORTS of secular society and politicians to eradicate the 

religious aspect of Christmas, the birth of our Saviour is still strongly implanted in 

our country’s heart. Church going and carol singing help to establish once more the 

mystery of God’s love for us. Even the virus and its constraints actually help to draw our 

families together in bonds of loving support. 

 This year we must renew our firm trust in the 

providence of our Lord. No aspect of our life, no 

trouble or threat, is beyond his reach. Out task is to 

allow him free access, as it were, to the planning 

department of our soul, conscious that he knows our 

needs, whereas we have little idea of what they really 

are. 

 It follows that this Christmas must be a time for 

prayer and thanksgiving. Do not let the noise outside 

become the noise inside. Peace of mind and soul is ours 

for the asking. And we must request it for others. The 

evil one will do all he can to damage the heart and 

imagination, so ask for the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the protection of the angels. With 

the shepherds, come to the manger and kneel. 

Dom Michael Clothier 

 

Advent Penance Service: There will be an Advent Penance service in St Benedict’s Church 

on Monday 20 December at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Mass Times: All Masses will be in the Abbey Church. COVID restrictions will 

remain in place; hand sanitising, mask wearing, social distancing, track and trace and 

disinfecting the church will continue for the safety of our parishioners. 

Friday 24 December (Christmas Eve): 4 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

Saturday 25 December (Christmas Day): 9.30 a.m. and 11.a.m. There will be no Mass 

at 4.30 p.m. on Christmas Day. 

Sunday 26 December (The Holy Family): 11.00 a.m. 

Because of the large numbers likely to attend, we will have a system for booking 

tickets as we did last year. Please use this email to book: 

downsideabbeybooking@gmail.com  

You can also ask one of the stewards at Mass to book you a place if you do 

not have email. 

 

 

 

 

D 

Bartolomé Murillo (1617-1682) 
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Important Update on Christmas Mass bookings:  

Both the 4 p.m. and 11p.m. Masses on 24 December have reached 150 per Mass. Until, 

capacity is reassessed, no more bookings can be taken. 

The Christmas Day Mass bookings (9.30 a.m. and 11.00 a.m.) are mounting, but we can still 

take bookings for those morning Masses on 25 December. 

 

Our Parish Carol Service will take place on Sunday 19th December 

at 3 p.m. in St Benedict’s Parish Church. To plan seating and to ensure 

safe distancing please book your places by contacting Julie Justin - Email 

address: -juliejustin1@gmail.com  

Mobile number: 07930062552.  

 

Mass times from Monday 27 December until Sunday 9 

January:  

From 27 December until 31 December Mass in the Abbey Church will be at 9.30 a.m. 

Saturday 1 January 2022. Mass in the Abbey Church at 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 2 January, The Second Sunday after Christmas. Mass at 11 a.m. 

Thursday 6 January, The Epiphany of the Lord, Holy Day, Mass in the Abbey Church at 8.35 

a.m. and Mass at St Benedict’s at 6 p.m. 

Sunday 9 January, The Baptism of the Lord (Mass times as usual for Sundays, i.e. Saturday 

4.30 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church). 

 

Dom Leo’s travels and the newsletter:  Dom Leo 

will be going to Chile, God willing, from 27 December 

2021 until 14 January 2022. He, together with three 

other monks, is helping with a process of discernment 

that is being conducted by the Manquehue Apostolic 

Movement, the Movement to which our oblates’ 

community of St Scholastica belongs. We hope to 

publish our post-Christmas newsletter in time for the 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, 16 January 2022. 

The funeral Mass of Tom Sutcliffe will take place in the Abbey Church on Tuesday 21 

December at 12 noon. The family would be happy to welcome anyone who can come to the 

funeral and join in their prayers and thanksgiving for Tom’s life. 

CAFOD is combining efforts with the DEC (Disasters 

Emergency Committee) to launch the Afghanistan Crisis 

Appeal.  In Afghanistan, 8 million people are on the brink 

of famine because of drought, collapsing economy, food 

shortages, conflict, and COVID. CAFOD is supporting 

sister Caritas agencies to reach communities most in 

need with food, clean water, and fuel. During Advent, 

when we open ourselves to the needs of others, let’s do 

all that we can to save lives. You can donate on the 

CAFOD website: cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal and 

please pray for the people of Afghanistan. 
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Martyrology: Thursday 23 December is the optional commemoration of St John of Kanty. 

He was born near Krakow in Poland in 1390. Having been ordained a priest, he lectured in 

the university, lived an austere life and showed great charity to the poor. Like many saints, he 

encountered opposition and was removed from his post. He served a parish for another eight 

years until he died in 1473. He would teach his students: ‘Fight all error, but do it with good 

humour, kindness and love. Harshness will damage your own soul and spoil the best cause.’ 

His message is especially relevant to us in our time of many conflicts and misunderstandings. 

 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent (C) 

First reading   

He will stand and feed his flock with the power of the Lord 

The Lord says this: 

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

the least of the clans of Judah, 

out of you will be born for me 

the one who is to rule over Israel; 

his origin goes back to the distant past, 

to the days of old. 

The Lord is therefore going to abandon them 

till the time when she who is to give birth gives birth. 

Then the remnant of his brothers will come back 

to the sons of Israel. 

He will stand and feed his flock 

with the power of the Lord, 

with the majesty of the name of his God. 

They will live secure, for from then on he will extend his power 

to the ends of the land. 

He himself will be peace (Micah 5:1-4). 

 

Second reading   

God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will 

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: 

You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, 

prepared a body for me. 

You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for sin; 

then I said, 

just as I was commanded in the scroll of the book, 

‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will.’ 

Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law lays down as the things to be offered, 

that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and you took no 

pleasure in them; and then he says: Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. He is abolishing 

the first sort to replace it with the second. And this will was for us to be made holy by the 

offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus Christ (Hebrews 10: 5-10). 

 



Gospel  

Motivation: Through this Lectio, we can truly place ourselves in today’s Gospel – a Gospel that is 

so full of excitement. We have already welcomed the Holy Spirit in the words ‘Come Holy Spirit, fill 

the hearts of your faithful’, and we are about to be visited by God in his word; although he is not 

visible, our experience of his presence is vivid and true.  

What reaction is his presence provoking in you now? What Good News is he causing you to 

cry out as he comes to meet you? What joy does he bring to your life today? What hope does his 

promise hold for you? 

Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a 

town in the hill country of Judah. She went into 

Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as 

soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 

leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all 

women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured 

with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the 

moment your greeting reached my ears, the child 

in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who 

believed that the promise made her by the Lord 

would be fulfilled’ (Luke 1:39-45). 

 

 

Workshop of Goossen van der Weyden c. 1516 


