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HIS YEAR the holy season of Advent is somehow 

special. The invitation to renewal is the more 

urgent as the morale of the whole country seems 

particularly low. In purely secular terms the situation is 

indeed very difficult and the outlook very obscure. The 

media are determined to work upon our hearts and 

minds to force upon us an attitude of fear and anxiety 

and impatience. There is a sort of hidden message that 

goes: ‘When things are as bad as this they can only get 

worse.’ This is nonsense. 

 You and I have to make a firm and decisive 

rejection of this despondency. The Saviour who is to be 

born once more in our hearts is also the Lord of History. All things are in his hands and under 

his command. In him we place our trust. And, in fact, this crisis is a true moment of grace, 

when we are reminded of the transience of this life and all it contains. If, for many, Christmas 

is merely a period of unfettered browsing and swilling, for us Jesus is our guide and our hope. 

We proclaim tidings of comfort and joy to a weary world. The present of the Eternal Father 

is his only Son. He comes to share our sorrows and heal our wounds. On behalf of others 

around us, we accept him: there is indeed room in our inn. And at the height of the storm he 

is our peace. With the angels let us say, ‘Glory to God in the highest.’ Amen. 

Dom Michael Clothier 

 

Christmas Mass Times: All Masses will be in the Abbey Church. COVID restrictions will 

remain in place; hand sanitising, mask wearing, social distancing, track and trace and 

disinfecting the church will continue for the safety of our parishioners. 

Friday 24 December (Christmas Eve): 4 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

Saturday 25 December (Christmas Day): 9.30 a.m. and 11.a.m. 

Sunday 26 December (The Holy Family): 11.00 a.m. 

Because of the large numbers likely to attend, we will have a system for booking tickets as 

we did last year. Please use this email to book: downsideabbeybooking@gmail.com You can 

also ask one of the stewards at Mass to book you a place if you do not have email. 

 

The Immaculate Conception of Our Lady: Mass on Wednesday 8 December will take 

place as usual in the Abbey Church at 8.35 a.m. 

 

Date of monks’ move: Following on from our 

previous announcement in the newsletter of 31 

October 2021 that the monks will be leaving 

Downside in the spring, we can now announce that 

the monks will leave Downside Abbey after the 

celebration of their patronal feast of St Gregory the 

Great, 12 March 2022. Their new home, for a period of up to five years, will be in Southgate 

T 

Giotto (c. 1267-1337), the Lower Church in 
Assisi 
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House at Buckfast Abbey. We will publish more details when they have been decided. 

Meanwhile let us pray for one another at this special moment in our history. 

 

The Parish Pastoral Council will meet on 8 December at 7.30 p.m. in St Benedict’s church 

hall. The agenda will include:  

 Election of Officers (Chair, Vice-

Chair, Secretary)  

 Consideration of the PPC’s 

constitution 

 Arrangements for Christmas 

Services  

 Finance update  

 Safeguarding  

 

CAFOD Clifton Christmas Get-Together: 5 December 2021  

Come and hear about the CAFOD Clifton year and how brilliant 

you have all been; plans as we move into 2022; say hi to your 

fellow supporters and volunteers, and celebrate the wonderful 

season of Advent - and enjoy some lovely Christmas cake! 

  Sunday 5 December: 2.30 – 4.30 p.m. 

 St John the Evangelist Parish Hall, South Parade, Bath BA2 

4AF 

 Some parking is available at the parish; it is about a 10 minute walk from Bath Spa 

railway station 

 Let Liz know if you are coming so she has enough Christmas cake for 

everyone: ebaldwin@cafod.org.uk 

 

A Book for Advent: The Second Sunday of Advent is Bible Sunday. 

We are therefore especially happy to announce the publication on 

Amazon of this booklet, which explains the methods for shared and 

solitary Lectio Divina developed by the Manquehue Apostolic 

Movement and used by their friends around the world. It is based on 

their experience that the best way to learn Lectio Divina is to begin 

and make progress with the help of others. Solitary Lectio Divina then 

follows naturally as we realise that we live not by bread alone but by 

every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. In addition to a 

description of methods for shared and solitary Lectio Divina, you will 

find orders of service you can use, testimonies from holy men and 

women across the centuries to the impact God’s word has made on 

them, and passages from Church documents that encourage the faithful to engage afresh in 

the ancient practice of Lectio Divina. For more information and to purchase a copy at £7.99, 

go to:   

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B09M8WBYPV/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=pathways+t

o+lectio&qid=1638029018&sr=8-1 
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Martyrology: Tuesday 7 December is the Memorial of St Ambrose, 

Bishop and Doctor of the Church. He was born in Trier in about 339. 

In 371 he was elected Governor of the provinces of Aemilia and 

Liguria. When he was in Milan a fierce dispute broke out between 

Catholics and Arians, and Ambrose set off to calm it. He was shocked 

and appalled when his successful mediation led to shouts of ‘Let 

Ambrose be bishop.’ He had not been baptized, and he ran away. 

However, he succumbed to the pleas of the church in Milan, being 

baptized on 24 November 373 and ordained priest and consecrated 

bishop on 1 December of the same year. He remained Bishop of 

Milan until his death on 4 April 397. When his congregation sang psalms in the church, the 

sound was compared with the thundering of the waves of the sea. He introduced the eastern 

custom of singing hymns into the liturgy, a practice adopted by St Benedict for his monks. He 

was an outstanding pastor, whose greatest convert was St Augustine, who sought baptism 

from him in 387. St Ambrose encouraged the faithful to rise early for prayer: “When dawn 

finds you meditating on God’s word and the pleasant task of prayer and psalmody delights 

your mind, you will once more say to the Lord Jesus: ‘You fill both morning and evening with 

joy.”’ 

 

Readings for the Second Sunday of Advent (C) 
First reading  

God means to show your splendour to every nation 

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, 

put on the beauty of the glory of God for ever, 

wrap the cloak of the integrity of God around you, 

put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on your head: 

since God means to show your splendour to every nation under heaven, 

since the name God gives you for ever will be, 

‘Peace through integrity, and honour through devotedness.’ 

Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights 

and turn your eyes to the east: 

see your sons reassembled from west and east 

at the command of the Holy One, jubilant that God has remembered them. 

Though they left you on foot, 

with enemies for an escort, 

now God brings them back to you 

like royal princes carried back in glory. 

For God has decreed the flattening 

of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills, 

the filling of the valleys to make the ground level 

so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of God. 

And the forests and every fragrant tree will provide shade 

for Israel at the command of God; 

for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory 

with his mercy and integrity for escort (Baruch 5:1-9). 

 

 

St Ambrose baptizes  
St Augustine 



Second Reading 

May you become pure and blameless in preparation for the day of Christ 

Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering how you have helped to spread 

the Good News from the day you first heard it right up to the present. I am quite certain that 

the One who began this good work in you will see that it is finished when the Day of Christ 

Jesus comes; and God knows how much I miss you all, loving you as Christ Jesus loves you. 

My prayer is that your love for each other may increase more and more and never stop 

improving your knowledge and deepening your perception so that you can always recognise 

what is best. This will help you to become pure and blameless, and prepare you for the Day 

of Christ, when you will reach the perfect goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us for the 

glory and praise of God (Philippians 1: 4-6, 8-11). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: The readings for this Second Sunday of Advent, and especially the Gospel, invite us 

to pause and take stock of our lives – in every aspect.  How far am I prepared to let God into every 

area of my life – are there parts that I would rather keep to myself, for fear of the change that 

inevitably comes when I allow myself to be open to God’s Grace – which is inevitably transformative? 

In this season of Advent, we have the opportunity to consider how we might be more authentic, 

live lives of greater integrity and so be ready to welcome the Christ Child into our hearts, not only at 

Christmas but each day as we begin anew, proclaiming God’s kingdom by our way of living, through 

encounter, engagement, accompaniment and humility.  Am I open to that transforming work of 

God’s love in my life today? 

 

The call of John the Baptist 

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, 

Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 

Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas the word of God 

came to John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went through the whole Jordan district 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of 

the sayings of the prophet Isaiah: 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 

Prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 

Every valley will be filled in, 

every mountain and hill be laid low, 

winding ways will be straightened 

and rough roads made smooth. 

And all mankind shall see the salvation of God (Luke 3:1-6). 

 

 


