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HIS SUNDAY opens a new liturgical Year. We are now in Year C, the year of St Luke’s 

Gospel. At first sight, his Gospel resembles those of Matthew and Mark; sometimes 

the resemblance is word for word, which is why these three Gospels are called 

synoptic, from the Greek ‘seeing together’. Nevertheless, St Luke’s Gospel has many special 

features. It is unique in being only the first volume of a great two-volume work, the second 

being the Acts of the Apostles, which recounts the spread of the Church after Jesus’ 

resurrection from Jerusalem all around the Mediterranean to Rome. Luke’s view is expansive. 

He sees history in three phases, all focused on Jesus; the goal of all history is our salvation or 

rescue from sin, suffering and death. Phase one was the time of the Old Testament, before 

Jesus, when his coming was promised. The second phase is the time of Jesus’ life and mission, 

which fulfils the promises of the Old Testament. The third phase is the time of the Church. 

The Holy Spirit is active in all three phases. Just as the Old Testament prophesies and 

prefigures Jesus, so Jesus prophesies and prefigures the mission of the Apostles and his 

Church. The Geographical focus of Luke’s narrative is Jerusalem. His Gospel opens in 

Jerusalem, during his mission Jesus travels to Jerusalem; he tells his disciples to remain in 

Jerusalem after his resurrection until the Spirit is poured out upon them on the day of 

Pentecost, and from Jerusalem the Gospel spreads to the ends of the earth, represented in 

Acts by the city of Rome.  

 Jesus himself announces the programme of his whole mission in words he takes from 

the prophet Isaiah: ‘The spirit of the Lord is on me, for he has anointed me to bring the good 

news to the afflicted. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives, sight to the blind, to let 

the oppressed go free, to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord’ (Luke 4: 18: Isaiah 61: 1-

2). If you read on in Isaiah 61, the Holy Spirit will fill you with joy. 
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 Luke’s writing is radiant with joy. Jesus brings mercy and forgiveness to those who are 

lost in sin or burdened by poverty. His message is for pagans as well as Jews. Women have a 

major role in Jesus’ ministry and in the life of the Church as it spreads around the world. At 

the end of his Gospel Jesus, risen from the dead, explains to two disciples, who do not 

recognise him as they walk together to Emmaus, that his resurrection is the fulfilment of 

prophecy, a fulfilment of which the Eucharist is the seal (Luke 24: 13-35). 

 A delightful exercise for Advent is to read one chapter of St Luke’s Gospel each day 

from 1-24 December. 

Dom Leo Maidlow Davis 

 

CAFOD: Like many women around the 

world, Garmah in Liberia had no legal 

rights to her home when her husband 

died. CAFOD worked with local experts 
to help her and now Garmah and her 

children live rightfully and happily 

together in their family home. ‘I feel safe, 

my children have a place to rest their head 

and I can make a garden to feed them and 

myself. God sent redeemers to fight for 

my land rights. I am overfilled with joy.’ Thank you for your support which enables hundreds 

of women like Garmah remain in their homes during times of struggle. Other examples of 

our work can be found in our World Gift catalogues or website worldgifts.cafod.org.uk 

  

FOOD BANK: December Needs: Chocolate/s, Corned beef (tinned), Custard (tinned), 

Fruit juice (long life), Instant mash, Jam, Macaroni cheese, Meat pies (tinned), Milk powder, 

Milk (UHT), Puddings, Sauces (tomato ketchup & brown sauce), Spaghetti (tinned), Tomatoes 

(tinned), Vegetables (tinned), Carrier bags, Cleaning products, Deodorants, Kitchen rolls, 

Laundry products, Shampoo & conditioner, Toilet rolls, Washing powder, Washing-up liquid. 

Special thanks to those who have given since the collecting basked moved to the Abbey 

Church porch. 

Janet Curwen 

 

Downside Abbey visitors centre would like to invite 

you to join us for our Christmas Fayre on the 3rd 4th and 

5th December between 2 and 5 p.m. each day.  The 

visitors centre shop and cafe will be open along with a 

number of visiting craft stalls located within our 

courtyard. The courtyard will also host a selection of live 

music courtesy of the Bluebird acoustic sessions, who 

have confirmed performances by Cathy Judge and John 

Francis on Friday, The Original Barn Finds on Saturday and 

Martyn Plant on Sunday along with impromptu 

appearances from other artists. Further 
information www.visitdownside.co.uk 

 

 

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
http://www.visitdownside.co.uk/


MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE PILGRIMAGES APRIL 

- OCT 2022: 7 Nights Apartment B&B and return Airport 

transfer from Dubrovnik or Split from €315 per person 

sharing. Guaranteed Airport transfer price for any flight. 

Contact us for details and book the dates that suit you. 

Tel. 020 3239 8662 or email reservations@med-

irishcentre.com 

MEDJUGORJE: 00387 36 651 518 

ENGLAND: 0044 20 3239 8662 

Email: reservations@med-irishcentre.com 

Website: www.med-irishcentre.com 

 

Handel Messiah: Well Cathedral, Saturday 4 December at 

1.00 p.m. Admission Free (retiring collection). The 

accompaniment will be provided by the Awhile String 
Quintet. 

 

Martyrology: Tuesday 30 November is the Feast of St Andrew 

the Apostle. He was Simon Peter’s brother and, like him, a 

fisherman. He became first a disciple of St John, who pointed out 

Jesus to Andrew as the Lamb of God. Andrew was Jesus’ first 

called disciple; Andrew then invited his brother, saying ‘We have 

found the Messiah’ (John 1: 41). When Jesus meets the brother 

fishermen he promises to make them fishers of men. After the 

Ascension, Andrew is believed to have preached the Gospel in 

Greece. He was crucified, being tied rather than nailed to his cross. 

He suffered for two days, but continued to proclaim Jesus from 

his cross. His relics are preserved in the beautiful church at Amalfi, 

forty miles south of Naples. Friday 3 December is the Memorial of 

St Francis Xavier (1506-1549). A Basque Spaniard, he was 

educated in Paris where he joined Ignatius Loyola and the first 

Jesuits. Francis sailed to Goa to evangelise the East Indies, a voyage of thirteen months. Here 

he opposed the severe cruelty shown to slaves. For seven years he worked in southern India, 

Ceylon, Malacca, the Molucca islands and the Malay Peninsula. He embraced poverty, sleeping 

on the ground and eating mostly rice and water. In 1549 he was sent to Japan and won many 

converts. He died in 1551, en route to China, worn out by his ceaseless missions, aged 43.  

 

Readings for the First Sunday of Advent (C) 
First reading 

I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David 

‘See, the days are coming’ – it is the Lord who speaks –  

‘when I am going to fulfil the promise I made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah: 

In those days and at that time, 

I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David, 
who shall practise honesty and integrity in the land. 

In those days Judah shall be saved 

and Israel shall dwell in confidence. 

And this is the name the city will be called: 

The-Lord-our-integrity’ (Jeremiah 33:14-16). 

http://www.med-irishcentre.com/


Second reading 

May you be blameless when our Lord Jesus Christ comes again 

May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and make you love one another and the 

whole human race as much as we love you. And may he so confirm your hearts in holiness 

that you may be blameless in the sight of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus Christ 

comes with all his saints. 

  Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to you in the Lord Jesus to make more and more 

progress in the kind of life that you are meant to live: the life that God wants, as you learnt 

from us, and as you are already living it. You have not forgotten the instructions we gave you 

on the authority of the Lord Jesus (1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: Sometimes, when we are waking from sleep, it seems as though someone has just 

called our name. We realise it is important to be alert and attentive. As Advent begins, Jesus invites 

us to be ready to greet him with confidence when he breaks unexpectedly into this world so troubled 
by fear and anxiety that it has forgotten him.  

What must I do to awaken to the voice that is calling me? What are the fears and distractions 

I need to put aside this Advent? What can I do today to prepare to welcome Jesus with joy? 

That day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the 

sun and moon and stars; on earth nations in agony, 

bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its 

waves; men dying of fear as they await what 

menaces the world, for the powers of heaven will 

be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 

When these things begin to take place, stand erect, 

hold your heads high, because your liberation is 

near at hand. 

  ‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be 

coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and 

the cares of life, and that day will be sprung on you 

suddenly, like a trap. For it will come down on 

every living man on the face of the earth. Stay 

awake, praying at all times for the strength to 

survive all that is going to happen, and to stand with 

confidence before the Son of Man’ (Luke 21:25-

28,34-36). 

 

Christ in Glory, Moscow School, first half of 15th 
century 


