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UR LORD AND SAVIOUR, Jesus Christ, 

is also our loving king. His kingdom and his 

kingship are not of this world, for that would 

hardly be enough. His reign extends through all 

the earth and indeed beyond all earth’s bounds. 

It is not mere physical rule, but spiritual too. 

Christ is the King of Heaven, of the Angels and 

Saints and of all that exists. 

 Whilst Christ’s kingdom is beyond 

question, it is still largely unknown and 

unrecognised here on earth. It is, as it were, in 

process of being established. The first petition in 

the Our Father urges us to ask that this come about. Our work, our prayer, our trials and 

sufferings all, in Christ, serve to spread the King’s rule. 

 For us, this King’s reign already exists in the Church and in our hearts. The closer we 

are to God, the more he is enabled to rule and guide us. He wishes to be our helper, healer 

and trustworthy friend: he needs our consent, for ‘he stands at the door and knocks’ 

(Revelation 3: 20). 

 It is important today to understand that Jesus has actually many hearts in which he 
reigns, even if they do not realise this, and are not members of the Church. By their upright 

lives and generous hearts they belong to the invisible Body of Christ, as did the widow in 

Sidon who gave her last meal to the prophet of Israel. 

 A day will come, in the fullness of time, when today’s solemnity and the mystery it 

proclaims will be the joy of all mankind. Let us today give thanks and praise, honour and glory 

for we need fear no more. ‘Do not be afraid,’ says Jesus, ‘for it has pleased the Father to grant 

you the kingdom’ (Luke 12: 32). Amen. 

Dom Michael Clothier 

 

Elections for the Parish Pastoral Council: The annual general meeting of the Parish 

Pastoral Council will be held in the Abbey Visitor Centre after the 11 a.m. Mass on 21 

November, the Solemnity of Christ the King. At that meeting, there will be elections for new 

members of the Parish Pastoral Council. Six members are to elected by open election to serve 

for two years before standing down or being re-elected, and six are nominated by the Parish 

Priests to serve for two years. Peter Beaven, the current chair, will have to stand down 

because he is moving out of the parish; we are immensely grateful to him. Parishioners will 

appreciate how important a strong Parish Pastoral Council is going to be over the coming 

years. Please consider how you will vote at the AGM and be ready, if you can, to accept a 

role if you are elected or invited to be a member.  

Here is the agenda for the Annual General Meeting: 

1. Opening Prayer 

2. Apologies 

3. Chairman’s Report for 2021 

4. Finance Report 

O 



5. Questions from the floor 

6. Election of Members for 2021-2023 

7. Closing Prayer 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council will be on Wednesday 8 December at 7.30 

p.m. in St Benedict’s Church Hall. 

 

Collections at Mass on Saturdays and Sundays: If you would prefer to give your 

donation as a standing order, the details you need are as follows: 

Account name  Trustees Downside Mission Trust 

Bank:   TSB 

Account Number 00095200 

Sort Code  30-95-57 

 

If you would like to Gift Aid your donation, Gift Aid Forms are at the back of the Church 

together with the standing-order details. If you need any help or advice, please contact 

Lorraine Zawistowski: mob. 07971540752; email: lorraine@camplant.co.uk 

Catholic Youth Service Collection: Next Sunday, the Solemnity of Christ the King, there 

will be a second collection for the Catholic Youth Service. It is also a special day of prayer for 

young people. 

The Abbey Visitor Centre: With the 

reopening of the Downside Abbey visitors 

centre, we have carried out some 

improvements in order to offer a comfortable 

café serving light refreshments and snacks. The 

gift shop now has a wider selection of greetings 

cards and gifts on offer. Further development 

has taken place to open the adjacent courtyard 

to provide an events space incorporating ten 

former stables, which now provide an 

opportunity for traders to have casual stalls for craft or antiques fayres and one stable has 

been set out to accommodate an occasional bar. The first event in the courtyard is the 

Christmas Craft and Gift Fayre from 3rd to 5th December. The Shop and Café is staffed by 

volunteers and open Thursdays and Fridays between 10 a.m. and 4 

p.m. www.visitdownside.co.uk. 

 

Terry Brophy: Prayers are asked for Terry, who died last week. His funeral will take place 

in the Abbey Church at 13.00 on 29 November. This will be followed by a family-only 

cremation at 14.30. May he rest in the peace of Christ. 

 

mailto:lorraine@camplant.co.uk
http://www.visitdownside.co.uk/


Martyrology: Tuesday 23 November is the optional memorial of St 

Clement, Pope and Martyr (Pope AD 88-99). His name appears in the 

Roman Canon and tradition says he was the second or third Pope 

after St Peter. His letters to the Corinthians suggests that he knew 

Saints Peter and Paul. A section from his First Letter to the 

Corinthians shows how early is the tradition of Bidding Prayers: ‘We 

beseech thee, Master, to be our help and succour. Save those of us 

who are in affliction, have mercy on the lowly, raise the fallen, show 

thyself to those in need, heal the sick, turn again the wanderers of thy 

people, feed the hungry, ransom our prisoners, raise up the weak, 

comfort the faint-hearted: let all nations know thee, that thou are God alone, and that Jesus 

Christ is thy child, and that we are thy people and the sheep of thy pasture (I Clement 59: 4). 

 

 

Christmas Craft 

and Gift Fayre:   

3 – 5 December,  

2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Downside Abbey, 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse, 
www.visitdownside.co.uk 

 

 

Readings for the Solemnity of Christ the King (B) 
First reading  

I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven, one like a son of man 

I gazed into the visions of the night. 

And I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven, 

one like a son of man. 

He came to the one of great age 

and was led into his presence. 

On him was conferred sovereignty, 

glory and kingship, 

and men of all peoples, nations and languages became his servants. 

His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty 

which shall never pass away, 

nor will his empire ever be destroyed (Daniel 7:13-14). 

 

Second reading 

Jesus Christ has made us a line of kings and priests 

Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the First-Born from the dead, 

the Ruler of the kings of the earth. He loves us and has washed away our sins with his blood, 

and made us a line of kings, priests to serve his God and Father; to him, then, be glory and 
power for ever and ever. Amen. It is he who is coming on the clouds; everyone will see him, 

even those who pierced him, and all the races of the earth will mourn over him. This is the 

truth. Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’ says the Lord God, who is, who was, and who 

is to come, the Almighty (Apocalypse 1:5-8). 

 

http://www.visitdownside.co.uk/


Gospel  

Motivation: Every time we approach the word of God, we need to examine and ask ourselves how 

we really are before this encounter with the Lord. When we meet the Lord in Lectio, a time we have 

freely chosen to give to him, what will he find as he comes in? Do we present to him a simple heart 

that resembles the atmosphere of a temple – quiet, peaceful and ready to listen – or are we more 

like the marketplace – noisy, chaotic and distant?  

Before we meet the Lord, let us take time to pause and be present, with the eyes of our mind 

and ear of our hearts fixed on him. It is when we approach him in quietness that we are able to listen 

to his still small voice that yearns to speak to us. 

 

Yes, I am a king 

‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ 

Pilate asked. Jesus replied, ‘Do 

you ask this of your own accord, 

or have others spoken to you 
about me?’ Pilate answered, ‘Am I 

a Jew? It is your own people and 

the chief priests who have handed 

you over to me: what have you 

done?’ Jesus replied, ‘Mine is not a 

kingdom of this world; if my 

kingdom were of this world, my 

men would have fought to 

prevent my being surrendered to 

the Jews. But my kingdom is not 

of this kind.’ ‘So you are a king 

then?’ said Pilate. ‘It is you who say 

it’ answered Jesus. ‘Yes, I am a 

king. I was born for this, I came 

into the world for this: to bear 

witness to the truth; and all who 

are on the side of truth listen to my voice’ (John 18:33-37). 

 

 

Duccio, 1308-11 


