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OPE FRANCIS sent a message to Glasgow for COP26. Here we provide a summary. You 

can find the full version at: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-

messages/2021/documents/20211029-messaggio-cop26-glasgow.html 

The Pope urges the participants in COP26 to devote greater resources to mitigate the 

effects of climate change and to help the poorer 

and more vulnerable nations it most affects. He 

observes that the COVID pandemic has shown us 

the pressing need for solidarity and fraternal 

cooperation between the world’s peoples. We cannot 

afford to delay the goals set by the Paris Agreement. 

Our aim must be to ensure a dignified and humane 

life for men and women on a healthy planet.  

The Holy See, has adopted a strategy of net-

zero emissions operating on two levels: 

1. the commitment of Vatican City State to achieve this goal by 2050;  

2. the commitment of the Holy See to promote education in integral ecology. The Pope 

says we need to lead young people towards fraternity and an awareness of the 

covenant between human beings and the natural environment.  

The Pope has attended a meeting of religious leaders and scientists held on October 4. He 

was struck by how people from markedly diverse backgrounds resolved to pass from the 

throwaway culture prevalent in our societies to a culture of care for our common home and 

its inhabitants. 

Pope Francis compares the present need for international collaboration with the efforts 

made to bring about reconstruction after the Second World War. We should base our model 

of development on solidarity and on responsibility. We must show special care for the most 

vulnerable peoples, to whom we owe a growing ecological debt. World leaders should put in 

place carefully negotiated procedures for forgiving foreign debt because of the ecological debt 

they already owe to developing countries. Developed countries can help by reducing their 

consumption of non-renewable energy. This holds the promise of a development in which, at 

last, everyone can participate. 

Too many of our brothers and sisters are suffering from this climate crisis. Countless 

people have experienced its increasingly frequent and devastating effects. At the same time, 

we realize that the climate crisis also involves a crisis of children’s rights and that soon there 

will be more environmental migrants than refugees from war and conflict.  

Now is the time to act, urgently, courageously and responsibly so that our human family 

will be able to care for itself and for the natural environment. The young will inherit the planet 

we choose to leave to them, based on the choices we make today. Now is the moment for 

decisions that can provide them with reasons for hope and trust in the future.  

The Pope concludes by regretting his absence and offers the support of his prayers as the 

members of COP26 make their decisions. 

P 
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Elections for the Parish Pastoral Council: The annual general meeting of the Parish 

Pastoral Council will be held in the Abbey Visitor Centre after the 11 a.m. Mass on 21 

November, the Solemnity of Christ the King. At that meeting, there will be elections for new 

members of the Parish Pastoral Council. Six members are to elected by open election to serve 

for two years before standing down or being re-elected, and six are nominated by the Parish 

Priests to serve for two years. Peter Beaven, the current chair, will have to stand down 

because he is moving out of the parish; we are immensely grateful to him. Parishioners will 

appreciate how important a strong Parish Pastoral Council is going to be over the coming 

years. To help this process we are preparing a list of the roles needed to enable the parish to 

flourish. This list will be distributed at Mass, and we invite you to tick the boxes against roles 

that you could offer to fill. The list is also attached to this newsletter (See the 3 concluding 

pages), to enable you to look it over in advance. We are grateful to those who have already 

returned forms with their boxes ticked. Please consider how you will vote at the AGM and 

be ready, if you can, to accept a role if you are elected or invited to be a member.  

 

Doris Matthews, RIP: Doris’s funeral will take place in the Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer 

Norton, at 11 a.m. on Friday 19 November. 

 

Collections at Mass on Saturdays and Sundays. If you would prefer to give your 

donation as a standing order, the details you need are as follows: 

Account name  Trustees Downside Mission Trust 

Bank:   TSB 

Account Number 00095200 

Sort Code  30-95-57 

 

If you would like to Gift Aid your donation, Gift Aid Forms are at the back of the Church 

together with the standing-order details. If you need any help or advice, please contact 

Lorraine Zawistowski: mob. 07971540752; email: lorraine@camplant.co.uk 

Catholic Youth Service Collection: Next Sunday, the Solemnity of Christ the King, there 

will be a second collection for the Catholic Youth Service. It is also a special day of prayer for 

young people. 

The Abbey Visitor Centre: With the 

reopening of the Downside Abbey visitors 

centre, we have carried out some 

improvements in order to offer a comfortable 

café serving light refreshments and snacks. The 

gift shop now has a wider selection of greetings 

cards and gifts on offer. Further development 

has taken place to open the adjacent courtyard 

to provide an events space incorporating ten 

former stables, which now provide an 

opportunity for traders to have casual stalls for craft or antiques fayres and one stable has 

been set out to accommodate an occasional bar. The first event in the courtyard is the 

Christmas Craft and Gift Fayre from 3rd to 5th December. The Shop and Café is staffed by 
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volunteers and open Thursdays and Fridays between 10 a.m. and 4 

p.m. www.visitdownside.co.uk. 

Is there a house for rent? A member of the parish is looking to rent a 3/4 bedroom 

house in the area around Chilcompton/Stratton-on-the-Fosse or within a five mile radius. 

Please get in touch if you know of a landlord who is happy to let privately. She would like to 

be within reach of St. Benedict’s Primary school and the Wells bus route to St Gregory's. 

Call or text Joanne 07877 936324. 

Martyrology: Wednesday 17 November is 

the Memorial of St Hugh of Lincoln. You can 

easily visit Witham Friary where the present 

church is built around the remains of the lay 

brothers’ chapel; the rest of St Hugh’s 

Charterhouse was razed to the ground after 

the Reformation. Born in Avalon in 

Burgundy, Hugh became a Carthusian; in 

1175 he was appointed prior of Witham 

Friary. Henry II had founded the Witham Charterhouse as part of his reparation for the 

assassination of St Thomas Becket in 1170. In 1181 he was made Bishop of Lincoln, dying 

there on 16 November in the year 1200. His emblem is the Swan of Stow, with whom he had 

a deep friendship. The swan would guard him when he slept and drive away people who 

intended to disturb the weary bishop. 

 

Readings for the Thirty-Third Sunday of the Year (B) 

First reading   

Some will wake to everlasting life, some to shame and disgrace 

‘At that time Michael will stand up, the great prince 

who mounts guard over your people. There is going 

to be a time of great distress, unparalleled since 

nations first came into existence. When that time 

comes, your own people will be spared, all those 

whose names are found written in the Book. Of 

those who lie sleeping in the dust of the earth many 

will awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame 

and everlasting disgrace. The learned will shine as 

brightly as the vault of heaven, and those who have 

instructed many in virtue, as bright as stars for all 

eternity’ (Daniel 12:1-3). 

 

Second reading 

When all sins have been forgiven, there can be no more sin-offerings 

All the priests stand at their duties every day, offering over and over again the same 

sacrifices which are quite incapable of taking sins away. He, on the other hand, has offered 

A couple at the Resurrection, 14th century glass 
from Wells Cathedral Chapter House 
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one single sacrifice for sins, and then taken his place forever, at the right hand of God, 

where he is now waiting until his enemies are made into a footstool for him. By virtue of 

that one single offering, he has achieved the eternal perfection of all whom he is sanctifying. 

When all sins have been forgiven, there can be no more sin offerings (Hebrews 10:11-14, 

18).  

 

Gospel 

Motivation: Do you sometimes feel you get stuck doing the same things every day? Or overcome 

by stress and worries and can't see the way out? What would happen if God came up to you and 

gave you a good shake? What things would fall away, and what things would remain?  

The readings this Sunday talk about the end of time, the dismantling of the universe, a great 

upheaval, a big shake-up. Often we find big, sudden changes distressing. But, through these readings, 

God reminds us that he is with us through it all, and no matter how far or near, he will always come 

to find us to bring us back to himself. He reminds us that it will all be all right in the end. How will 

God's Word shake up your life today? 

The stars will fall from heaven and the powers in the heavens will be shaken 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after the time of distress, the sun will be darkened, 

the moon will lose its brightness, the stars will come falling from heaven and the powers in 

the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with 

great power and glory; then too he will send the angels to gather his chosen from the four 

winds, from the ends of the world to the ends of heaven. 

  ‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as 

its twigs grow supple and its leaves come 

out, you know that summer is near. So 

with you when you see these things 

happening: know that he is near, at the 

very gates. I tell you solemnly, before this 

generation has passed away all these things 

will have taken place. Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away.  

  ‘But as for that day or hour, nobody 

knows it, neither the angels of heaven, nor 

the Son; no one but the Father’ (Mark 13: 

24-32). 

You will find the Form for Parish Ministeries on the pages below: 

 

  



St Benedict’s Parish, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

For many years, as a result of the willingness of its parishioners to share their talents, St Benedict’s 

has been regarded as an excellent example of an active community of faith. As the pandemic now 

appears to be receding, and given the reality of a shortage of clergy, if St Benedict's is to continue its 

mission of Catholic practice and Christian witness, we need to strengthen the involvement of 

individuals in the work of the parish. Each of us has God-given gifts and talents which could contribute 

to one of the ministries below. Please reflect on your gifts and talents and indicate where you might 

be able to do your bit! No contribution is too small. 

 

 

Parish Ministries 

Please enter 

tick, or 

preferably, 

several ticks 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Parish Pastoral Council. Contributing to the oversight of the parish's mission and its pursuit. 

Meetings approximately 3 months apart, 4 per year 

 

General Parish administration. Undertaking a variety of office/IT based tasks to meet legal 

and other regulations. 
 

Communications. Helping to ensure good communications regarding parish life eg. editing 

parish bulletin/newsletter, Facebook page, etc. Update and maintain parish contact lists 

 

Church maintenance. Helping, as one of a group, to ensure that the fabric of the church is 

maintained in good order. 

 

Church opening. On a rota of people opening & closing the church prior to and 

following services. 
 

Church cleaning & flowers. On a rota of people helping to clean the church also obtaining 

and arranging flowers in the church. 

 

Financial Management. Helping, as one of a small group, to ensure the parish remains 

financially viable. e.g., counting, banking, Gift Aid, book keeping, etc. 

 

  

PASTORAL 

Welcomers. On a rota of people who welcome people before services, give them mass & hymn 

books, etc, and collect and tidy these away afterwards. 

 

Hospitality. On a rota of people to prepare, serve tea/coffee after main masses, and to wash up 

afterwards. 

 

Catechist. Helping children & adults new to the Church to understand it and its teachings and 

sacramental preparation. Now an 'official' Church ministry. (Diocesan training provided). 

 

Special Events. Organising one-off events: eg Retreat days, Pilgrimages, Scripture Courses, etc.  

Visitors.  Visiting the housebound and the ill**.  Helping with transport to Mass  



Outreach. Helping to reach out to Catholics who are no longer involved in the church and to 

others. Fostering links with other denominations in the locality and promoting joint witness. 

 

Taking communion to the housebound and sick. Undertaken by Eucharistic 

Ministers.**  See in LITURGICAL below. 

 

Safeguarding. Overseeing and monitoring policies and procedures to ensure the safeguarding 

of children and vulnerable adults. (Diocesan training & support available) 

 

Social. Helping to organise social events to draw the parish together, and sometimes raise money 

for good causes 

 

NB Guidance, support & training are available, as appropriate, for all these roles. 

** These roles require DBS (Disclosure & Barring Service) clearance to meet the requirement to safeguard children and 

vulnerable adults. This can be obtained.                                        Please Turn Over 

 

 

Parish Ministries (continued) 

Please enter 

tick, or 

preferably, 

several ticks 

LITURGICAL 

Readers. On a rota to read at masses and other services.  

Children's Liturgy. To prepare and lead a children's liturgy of the word during mass.** 

(Resources are readily available) 

 

Eucharistic Ministers. On a rota to distribute communion at masses. Can also help in the 

taking of communion to the housebound and ill.** (Requires training and annual commissioning) 

 

Musicians. To contribute to the selection and accompaniment of music & hymns during services  

Bidding prayers. To prepare and provide bidding prayers to be read at main masses  

Altar servers. To recruit and train individuals to be altar servers.**  

Sacristans. To prepare vestments and books for Mass and other services and to return them 

afterwards; to wash and maintain linen and other necessary items. 
 

 

CHARITABLE 

Promoting and helping to organise fund-raising activities, such as Mary’s Meals  

Acting as the parish contact for the APF (Association for the Propagation of the 

Faith) and Missio red boxes appeal 

 

Acting as the parish contact for one of the official agencies of the Bishops' 

conference: CAFOD.  

 

Helping to encourage support for the work of the local Food Bank.  

Assisting in our support of Fr Reddy, a diocesan priest in India.   



  

NB Guidance, support & training are available, as appropriate, for all these roles. 

** These roles require DBS (Disclosure & Barring Service) clearance to meet the requirement to safeguard children and 

vulnerable adults. This can be obtained. 

 

Please add below any contribution you think you could make which is not covered above: 

 

 

 

Your name (please print) .................................................................... 

 

Your address       ..................................................................................        

 

..........................................................................          Postcode ............................ 

 

'Phone number ......................................    Email address .............................................. 

 

Please complete this form and place in the box in the Abbey Church porch. 

 

Thank you.               

 

St Benedict’s Parish Pastoral Council 

                             November 2021 

 

 


