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S WE MOVE THROUGH OCTOBER, we can take the opportunity of refreshing and 

deepening our love of the Rosary. On 18 October, Aid to the Church in Need is 

inviting one million children to join in praying the rosary all around the world for Unity 

and Peace. You can read here what they have to say: 

Children pray the Rosary for Unity and Peace: Aid 

to the Church in Need (ACN) is inviting parishes, 

nurseries, schools and families throughout the UK to join 

ACN’s ‘One Million Children Praying the Rosary’ 

Campaign at 9 a.m. (or throughout the day) on the 

18th October 2021. 

  The children’s Rosary campaign started in 2005 in the 

Venezuelan capital, Caracas. While a number of children 

were praying the rosary at a wayside shrine, several of the 

people present recalled that Saint Padre Pio had said: 

‘When one million children pray the rosary, the world will 

change.’ The campaign quickly spread across the world. 

ACN has supported the campaign since 2008 and took 

over the organisation of the entire event two years ago. 

The focus of the prayer campaign is worldwide unity and 

peace. In many countries, children in particular are 

suffering from the effects of war and persecution.  

  Prayer materials for the campaign are available in 27 languages, including, for example, Arabic 

and the West African Hausa language. Children from no fewer than 136 different countries 

and on every continent took part in the most recent annual event. From Argentina to Cuba 

to India. It is truly a campaign of the world church!  

  Register your prayer pledge on our interactive map and unite in prayer with children around 

the world. ACN would love it if you share photos on the day on your social media platforms. 

Just use the hashtag #1MillionChildrenPraying or tag us in to join in the 

fun! @ACN_Schools, @ACN_Scotland 

  It is great to report that the children of St Benedict’s Primary School will be joining in the 

campaign on October 18. And as we are all either children or former children, there is no 

reason why we should not each one of us pray the Rosary for Unity and Peace on October 

18. 

 

Peggy Woods: Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of Peggy Woods, who died 

in Ireland on the night of October 7, surrounded by her family. Peggy oversaw the Downside 

Infirmary for many years and accompanied many of the monks during the last days of their 

life. She faithfully attended daily Mass and helped care for St Benedict’s Church. 

 

A 
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Buying a Rosary: The Abbey Visitor Centre is open on Thursdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. Why not buy a Rosary to use this month or to give to a relation or friend? It would 

be a spiritual work of mercy. 

 It can also be fun to make your own Rosary, though it may be more hazardous and 

difficult than it sounds. 

 

Playlist for life: If you know someone who is living 

with dementia, you will discover that their 

appreciation of music remains strong. You can help 

them with: https://www.playlistforlife.org.uk/ 

 

 

Arrangements for Mass and Confessions  

1. Mass will continue to be said at the Abbey Church on Saturday 

at 4.30 p.m. and on Sunday at 11.00 a.m. Confessions are available 

for half an hour before Mass on Saturdays and Sundays. 

 Weekday Masses are available at 8.35 a.m. every day in the 

Abbey Church and at 9.45 a.m. in the Holy Ghost Church, 

Midsomer Norton, on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 

Confessions are heard after Mass in the Holy Ghost on Saturdays. 

2. We expect those attending to use hand sanitizer on entry and 

exit.  

3. Whilst masks are no longer compulsory, we ask those attending 
to continue wearing masks for the time being. For those who are 

unwilling to or who are exempted from wearing a mask, there will be a designated part of the 

church at the back to which our stewards will direct them.  

4. The Abbey Church is large enough to continue social distancing, which will be retained.  

5. We will still use track and trace to provide reassurance that we can respond adequately to 

any outbreak, thereby reducing the chance of transmission. Those attending Mass will be 

encouraged to use the NHS QR code.  

6. Communion will remain in one kind. The Priest, who will still be masked at Communion, 

will say, ‘The Body of Christ’ to the individual communicant. 

7. Kneeling will be allowed as long as it is by the supplicant’s seat and not onto the row in 

front.  

8. Holy water stoups will remain dry for the time being.  

9. The church will be disinfected after each service.  

 

https://www.playlistforlife.org.uk/


Dom Michael on Pilgrimage: Dom Michael will be going on 

pilgrimage to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne this week. Dom Leo 

will say Mass in the Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer Norton, on 

Tuesday 12 October and Friday 15 October at 9.45 a.m. Dom 

Leo can be contacted by email: domleo@downside.co.uk or by 

telephone: 01761 235107. 

 

 

 

Dom Joseph Coombe Tennant Book 

Launch: On Wednesday 20 October at 11 a.m. 

Bernard Lewis will discuss the subject of his 

latest book, Dom Joseph Coombe Tennant, as 

a life in pictures. Many of us remember Dom 

Joseph, who had an extraordinary life in the 
army and MI6 before entering the monastery 

and becoming Parish Priest in Radstock. Mr 

Lewis’s first talk here was packed out. For further information on how 

to get a ticket, go to Events in the Heritage section of the Downside 

Abbey website. You can attend via Zoom or, if you book in time, in 

person.  You will then be able to purchase signed copies of the newly published book. 

 

Martyrology: Tuesday 12 October is the Memorial of St Wilfrid. Wilfrid was educated at 

Lindisfarne, before continuing his studies at Canterbury, Gaul and Rome. He was appointed 

Bishop of York and founded many monasteries, being a champion of the Rule of St Benedict. 

His life was full of complexity and conflict. He is best remembered for his speech at the Synod 

of Whitby (AD 644), at which he upheld the Roman position against Celtic practices regarding 

the date of Easter and certain monastic customs, such as having a different tonsure from the 

Roman style. He said, ‘But as for you and your companions, you certainly sin, if, having heard 

the decrees of the Apostolic See, nay, of the universal Church, confirmed, as they are, by Holy 

Scripture, you scorn to follow them.’ We can understand how important it was that everyone 

should celebrate Easter, the event of Christ’s Resurrection from the dead, together, even if 

our views on the tonsure are more relaxed. St Wilfrid died in 709. 

 Friday 15 October is the Memoria of St Teresa of Avila 

(1515-82). Teresa came from a converso background, her 

family having originally been Jewish. She joined the Carmelites, 

but found them lacking in fervour. She deepened her own 

practice of prayer and meditation. She was subject to ridicule 

and persecution. She was closely associated with St John of the 

Cross and together they achieved a programme of 

transformation in religious life. St Teresa’s best-known writings 

are her Autobiography, The Way of Perfection and The Interior 

Castle. Here is a thought for us from St Teresa: ‘You pay God 

a compliment by asking great things of Him.’ 

 

 

 

St Teresa of Avila by Peter Paul Rubens 
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Readings for the Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
 

First reading  

I esteemed Wisdom more than sceptres or thrones 

I prayed, and understanding was given me; 

I entreated, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. 

I esteemed her more than sceptres and thrones; 

compared with her, I held riches as nothing. 

I reckoned no priceless stone to be her peer, 

for compared with her, all gold is a pinch of sand, 

and beside her silver ranks as mud. 

I loved her more than health or beauty, 

preferred her to the light, 

since her radiance never sleeps. 

In her company all good things came to me, 

at her hands riches not to be numbered (Wisdom 7: 7-11). 

 

Second reading   

The word of God cuts more finely than a double-edged sword 

The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts like any double-edged sword but more 

finely: it can slip through the place where the soul is divided from the spirit, or joints from 

the marrow; it can judge the secret emotions and thoughts. No created thing can hide from 

him; everything is uncovered and open to the eyes of the one to whom we must give account 

of ourselves (Hebrews 4:12-13). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: You are about to hear the Word of God. The words he will speak to you now are an 

opening to salvation, to freedom, to eternal life. Do you desire eternal life? Then you better wake 

up. Now is your opportunity! The saviour is passing by – but only for a moment. See him there – 

quickly – run to him. Fall on your knees on the path before his feet. Beg for his mercy, for him to 

look at you and see you with his eyes of radiant love. Ask him to tell you the way to your salvation. 

And then pray you can accept the answer that He will give you. 

  

Give everything you own to the poor, and follow me 

Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt before him and put this question 

to him, ‘Good master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you 

call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: You must not 

kill; You must not commit adultery; You must not steal; You must not bring false witness; 

You must not defraud; Honour your father and mother.’ And he said to him, ‘Master, I have 

kept all these from my earliest days.’ Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him, and he said, 

‘There is one thing you lack. Go and sell everything you own and give the money to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ But his face fell at these words 

and he went away sad, for he was a man of great wealth. 



  Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, ‘How hard 

it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of 

God!’ The disciples were astounded by these words, but 

Jesus insisted, ‘My children,’ he said to them ‘how hard it 

is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel 

to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 

to enter the kingdom of God.’ They were more 

astonished than ever. ‘In that case’ they said to one 

another ‘who can be saved?’ Jesus gazed at them. ‘For 

men’ he said ‘it is impossible, but not for God: because 

everything is possible for God.’ 

  Peter took this up. ‘What about us?’ he asked him. ‘We 

have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘I tell you solemnly, there is no one who has 

left house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land for my sake and for the sake of the gospel 

who will not be repaid a hundred times over, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and 

land – not without persecutions – now in this present time and, in the world to come, eternal 

life’ (Mark 10:17-30). 

 

 

 


