
The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

St Benedict’s Parish Newsletter 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

3 October 2021 

 

S WE BEGIN OCTOBER, the month of the Rosary, it is clearly right to emphasize the 

beauty and importance of this prayer. The Blessed Virgin is our Mother in the order 

of grace, and her power, her love for us, is a special blessing in this troubled time. It 

is as if all things that are good and holy and essential are being attacked and despised. The evil 

one and his servants (both human and demonic) are targeting the family above all. And then 

human nature itself, through transgender theory so-called, is also under fire. We all need 

protection at this point in our pilgrimage. Our Lady and the angels are on hand to help. And 

St Joseph is given us this year by the Pope to be our shield, as he was for the Holy Family 

when they fled from Egypt. 

 Try to find time each day this month to say some part, however small, of the Rosary, 

meditating on the mysteries of our faith. Its efficacy is beyond doubt, and the Feast of October 

7 bears witness to Mary’s work to help us all. She is the Mother of Holy Hope and the Cause 

of our Joy. Sancta Maria, ora pro nobis. 

 

Buying a Rosary: The Abbey Visitor Centre is open on Thursdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. Why not buy a Rosary to use this month or to give to a relation or friend? It would 

be a spiritual work of mercy. 

 

CAFOD Family Fast Day 1 October 2021 - Climate Crisis Appeal: This Sunday is a 

Day of Thanksgiving for the Harvest, the Fruits of Human Work and the Reverent Use of 

Creation. CAFOD’s local experts are helping people all over the world to adapt to climate 

change and protect our common home. This Family Fast Day 

(1 October 2021), please donate in the parish using a CAFOD 

envelope or online through the CAFOD 

website  (cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis) and help communities 

affected by the worst impacts of the climate crisis. 

With the eyes of the world on the UK in November, 

you can also add your voice to our online petition calling for 

our Prime Minister to show leadership in tackling the climate 

crisis and to make sure the communities hardest hit by the climate emergency are listened to 

at COP26 (Glasgow - 31 October to 12 November 2021). 

 

A 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis
http://www.cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-CAFOD/Climate-Crisis-Appeal
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate


Meet Wera Hobhouse, MP: St John’s in Bath has been 

able to secure an opportunity to enter into conversation 

with our MP, Wera Hobhouse, around issue of Climate 

Change and the care of our common home. She is coming 

to St John’s on Wednesday 6 October from 7.30 p.m. – 

8.30 p.m. and it will be good for her to have a Catholic 

audience to welcome here and lend our voice to the 

conversation. There is no need to register for the evening; 

just to turn up. 

 

The Somer Valley Food Bank:  

October needs:  

Please choose items from the following list only: 

Chocolate, Corned beef (tinned), Custard (tinned), Fruit (tinned), Jam, 

Meat pies (tinned), Milk powder, Puddings, Tomato ketchup, Spaghetti 

(tinned), Vegetables (tinned) 

Cleaning products, Deodorants, Laundry products, Shampoo & conditioner, Toilet rolls, 

Washing powder, Washing-up liquid  

Very many thanks for your continuing generosity and support. This system is working very 

well.   (Registered Charity Number: 1154122 | Registered in England and Wales 2021) 

 

Peasedown supply for October: Starting this Saturday, DD. Michael and Leo will be 

celebrating Mass in the Church of St Joseph at Peasedown St John at 6 p.m. on Saturdays in 

October. 

 

The second reading at Mass: From this Sunday until the Feast of Christ the King at the 

end of the liturgical year, our second reading will come from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Hebrews has been called one of the most important books of the New Testament. It shows 

us how the early Christians read the Old Testament. For them it was in harmony and 

continuity with the Gospel of Jesus Christ because they understood Jesus’ work of divine 

healing and forgiveness as the fulfilment of God’s whole plan of salvation. The place of 

Hebrews in the New Testament has never been questioned, but, from early times, its 

authorship by St Paul has been doubted, although his influence on it is strong. Most scholars 

think Hebrews was written by one of St Paul’s disciples. 

 The document’s title reflects the way in which it is based entirely on the Old 

Testament. The author writes about the Temple as though it were still open for worship, 

warning his readers to resist the temptation to go back to it. Since the Romans destroyed the 

Temple in AD 70, we can assume that Hebrews was written before that year. The author 

encourages his readers to keep firm faith; it has been suggested that the war clouds that broke 

in the Jewish War are gathering and that the probable year of composition was AD 67. Because 

the audience seems to consist of Jewish Christians who are deeply familiar with the Temple 

and its liturgy, the title of this document is most appropriate. It seems they are suffering 

persecution, and the letter exhorts them to stand firm and not to abandon the salvation that 

God is offering them in Jesus Christ. 

 Hebrews gives us a splendid overview of the relationship between the people and 

institutions of the Old Testament – most especially the priesthood – and their perfect 

fulfilment in the new reality of Jesus Christ. Another great theme is the relationship between 



earthly and heavenly realilties, unified and harmonized through Jesus’ resurrection. Christians 

participate in the new priesthood of Jesus by offering themselves, through him, with him and 

in him to God the Father. All the baptized, men and women, now share in Christ’s priesthood 

and beloved Sons of the Father. It is our privilege to offer the whole of Creation up to God 

our Father for his praise and glory. 

 As usual, you can find an excellent overview of Hebrews, far fuller than this summary, 

at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1fNWTZZwgbs 

 

Martyrology: Another week of great feasts and saints awaits us. Monday 4 October is the 

Memorial of St Francis of Assisi; Thursday is Our Lady of the Rosary, and Saturday 9 October 

is both the Feast of St John Henry Newman and the Solemnity of our own martyr monks SS 

John Roberts and Ambrose Barlow. 

Playlist for life: If you know someone who is living 

with dementia, you will discover that their 

appreciation of music remains strong. You can help 

them with: https://www.playlistforlife.org.uk/ 

 

 

Arrangements for Mass and Confessions  

1. Mass will continue to be said at the Abbey Church on Saturday 

at 4.30 p.m. and on Sunday at 11.00 a.m. Confessions are available 

for half an hour before Mass on Saturdays and Sundays. 

 Weekday Masses are available at 8.35 a.m. every day in the 

Abbey Church and at 9.45 a.m. in the Holy Ghost Church, 

Midsomer Norton, on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 

Confessions are heard after Mass in the Holy Ghost on Saturdays. 

2. We expect those attending to use hand sanitizer on entry and 

exit.  

3. Whilst masks are no longer compulsory, we ask those attending 

to continue wearing masks for the time being. For those who are 

unwilling to or who are exempted from wearing a mask, there will be a designated part of the 

church at the back to which our stewards will direct them.  

4. The Abbey Church is large enough to continue social distancing, which will be retained.  

5. We will still use track and trace to provide reassurance that we can respond adequately to 

any outbreak, thereby reducing the chance of transmission. Those attending Mass will be 

encouraged to use the NHS QR code.  

6. Communion will remain in one kind. The Priest, who will still be masked at Communion, 

will say, ‘The Body of Christ’ to the individual communicant. 

7. Kneeling will be allowed as long as it is by the supplicant’s seat and not onto the row in 

front.  

8. Holy water stoups will remain dry for the time being.  

9. The church will be disinfected after each service.  

 

Readings for the Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1fNWTZZwgbs
https://www.playlistforlife.org.uk/


First reading   

A man and his wife become one body 

The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a helpmate.’ 

So from the soil the Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts and all the birds of heaven. These 

he brought to the man to see what he would call them; each one was to bear the name the 

man would give it. The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of heaven and all the 

wild beasts. But no helpmate suitable for man was found for him. So the Lord God made the 

man fall into a deep sleep. And while he slept, he took one of his ribs and enclosed it in flesh. 

The Lord God built the rib he had taken from the man into a woman, and brought her to the 

man. The man exclaimed: 

‘This at last is bone from my bones, 

and flesh from my flesh! 

This is to be called woman, 

for this was taken from man.’ 

This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins himself to his wife, and they become 

one body (Genesis 2:18-24). 

 

Second reading   

The one who sanctifies is the brother of those who are sanctified 

We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the angels and is now 

crowned with glory and splendour because he submitted to death; by God’s grace he had to 

experience death for all mankind. 

  As it was his purpose to bring a great many of his sons into glory, it was appropriate that 

God, for whom everything exists and through whom everything exists, should make perfect, 

through suffering, the leader who would take them to their salvation. For the one who 

sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are of the same stock; that is why he openly calls 

them brothers (Hebrews 2:9-11). 

 

Gospel  

Motivation: In the readings and the Gospel for this coming Sunday, the Lord proclaims unity. He 

speaks very strongly about it in a way that challenges the crowds around him as well as his disciples. 

Am I challenged by Jesus' words? What do they mean for who I am? What does He say I am created 

for? In every Word of God there is a new creation, what is he making new in me today? 

What God has united, man must not divide 

Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, ‘Is it against the law 

for a man to divorce his wife?’ They were testing him. He 

answered them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ ‘Moses 

allowed us’ they said ‘to draw up a writ of dismissal and so to 

divorce.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘It was because you were so 

unteachable that he wrote this commandment for you. But from 

the beginning of creation God made them male and female. This 

is why a man must leave father and mother, and the two become 

one body. They are no longer two, therefore, but one body. So 

then, what God has united, man must not divide.’ Back in the 

house the disciples questioned him again about this, and he said 

to them, ‘The man who divorces his wife and marries another is 
Moses by Michelangelo, 1513-15 



guilty of adultery against her. And if a woman divorces her husband and marries another she 

is guilty of adultery too.’ 

  People were bringing little children to him, for him to touch them. The disciples turned them 

away, but when Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come 

to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I tell you 

solemnly, anyone who does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will never 

enter it.’ Then he put his arms round them, laid his hands on them and gave them his blessing 

(Mark 10:2-16). 

 

 


