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THE COMING WEEK is unusually rich in 

feasts. Beginning with angels, Wednesday 29 

September is the feast of SS. Michael, Gabriel 

and Raphael, while Saturday 2 October is the 

Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels. St 

Gregory the Great tells us that even the 

names of the angels who come to serve us are 

taken from their ministry: Michael means ‘who 

is like to God’; Gabriel ‘Strength of God’ and 

Raphael ‘healing of God’. The fest of the Holy 

Guardian Angels seems to have originated in 

Austria in the fifteenth century; on this day we 

give thanks to God for assigning us our angel, 

who guards and protects us and presents our 

prayers to God. Monday 27 September is the 

Memorial of St Vincent de Paul. Captured by 

pirates and enslaved for two years in Tunisia, 

he regained his freedom and founded the 

Vincentians to preach among poor country folk and also the Sisters of Charity, dedicated to 

the care of the sick and the poor. Wednesday 28 September is St Lawrence Ruiz’s day: father 

of three, he was eventually tortured for his Christian faith in Nagasaki, where he died in 1637. 

St Lawrence is the first Filipino martyr. Thursday 30 September is the Memorial of St Jerome, 

Priest and Doctor of the Church, who gave the Vulgate to the Church. Friday 1 October is 

the Memorial of St Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church, whose 

autobiography is an inspiring spiritual classic. St Wenceslas the Martyr has an optional 

memorial on Tuesday 28 September; he is a model of Christian leadership. Our saints are an 

unsurpassed treasure house of diversity. There is someone for everyone. 

This feast of St Michael and the Archangels, which falls not far from the autumn 

equinox, gives its name to academic, legal and financial terms. It is one of the four quarter-

days that relate to the equinoxes and solstices. We wish Fr Michael a happy feast day this 

coming Wednesday. 

 

The Parish Pastoral Council: The PPC met on Wednesday 22 September and will be 

looking at ways to support the Parish when the monks leave Downside. Over the new few 

weeks, they will draw up some suggestions to put to the Abbot. This is a vital time for 

parishioners to be involved in helping shape the work of the Parish in these unusual 

circumstances. The minutes of the meeting will be posted on the website 

at https://www.downsideabbey.co.uk/parishes/st-benedicts-parish/parish-pastoral-council/ 

For your diary: There will be the Parish Pastoral Council AGM on Sunday 21st 

November after the 11.00 Mass. We would like as many people as possible to 

attend. 

11th cent. Anglo-Saxon Manuscript with an English gloss 

https://www.downsideabbey.co.uk/parishes/st-benedicts-parish/parish-pastoral-council/


Arrangements for Mass and Confessions: The return of the 

School has necessitated a small adjustment to our seating 

arrangements. The seats in the Abbey Church will be returned to 

their pre-COVID arrangements to accommodate the pupils who 

will be attending a 9.30 a.m. Mass on Sundays. We will designate 

alternate rows for the Parish Mass at 11.00 a.m. so that we can 

maintain social distancing at the Parish Masses. Seating will be 

disinfected after the School Mass in time for the Parish Mass. This 

new arrangement began at Mass on Sunday 5 September 2021. 

1. Mass will continue to be said at the Abbey Church on Saturday 

at 4.30 p.m. and on Sunday at 11.00 a.m. Confessions are available 

for half an hour before Mass on Saturdays and Sundays. 

 Weekday Masses are available at 8.35 a.m. every day in the Abbey Church and at 9.45 

a.m. in the Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer Norton, on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 

Confessions are heard after Mass in the Holy Ghost on Saturdays. 
2. We still expect those attending to use hand sanitizer on entry and exit.  

3. Whilst masks are no longer compulsory, we ask those attending to continue wearing masks 

for the time being. For those who are unwilling to or who are exempted from wearing a mask, 

there will be a designated part of the church at the back to which our stewards will direct 

them.  

4. The Abbey Church is large enough to continue social distancing, which will be retained.  

5. We will still use track and trace to provide reassurance that we can respond adequately to 

any outbreak, thereby reducing the chance of transmission. Those attending Mass will be 

encouraged to use the NHS QR code.  

6. Communion will remain in one kind. The Priest, who will still be masked at Communion, 

will return to saying ‘The Body of Christ’ to the individual communicant. 

7. Kneeling will be allowed as long as it is by the supplicant’s seat and not onto the row in 

front.  

8. Holy water stoups will remain dry for the time being.  

9. The church will be disinfected after each service.  

 

CAFOD Family Fast Day 1 October 2021 - Climate Crisis Appeal: Our local experts 

are helping people all over the world to adapt to climate change and protect our common 

home. This Family Fast Day (1 October 2021), please donate in the parish using a CAFOD 

envelope or online through the CAFOD 

website  (cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis) and help communities 

affected by the worst impacts of the climate crisis. 

With the eyes of the world on the UK in November, 

you can also add your voice to our online petition calling for 

our Prime Minister to show leadership in tackling the climate 

crisis and to make sure the communities hardest hit by the 

climate emergency are listened to at COP26 (Glasgow - 31 

October to 12 November 2021). 

 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis
http://www.cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-CAFOD/Climate-Crisis-Appeal
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate


Meet Wera Hobhouse, MP: St John’s in Bath has been 

able to secure an opportunity to enter into conversation 

with our MP, Wera Hobhouse, around issue of Climate 

Change and the care of our common home. She is coming 

to St John’s on Wednesday 6 October from 7.30 p.m. – 

8.30 p.m. and it will be good for her to have a Catholic 

audience to welcome here and lend our voice to the 

conversation. There is no need to register for the evening; 

just to turn up. 

 

The Shed that Fed 2 Million Children: You are 

warmly invited on the Feast of Our Lady of the 

Rosary to join us for an online talk about the life-

changing work of Mary’s Meals – a charity inspired 

by the example of Our Lady. The talk will be 

followed by Q and A and a prayerful reflection.  

Date: October 7th  

Time: 7 to 8 pm  

Booking details: This is an online event hosted 

on Zoom, please register in advance using the 

following link:  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtc-qsqjMpHtUlp7k_nBaORNlBaPntceSD   

 After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining 

the meeting. Thank you 

 

Foundation governors: St Gregory’s Catholic College in Bath 

is seeking Foundation Governors. Foundation governors are 

specifically appointed by the Bishop to ensure the preservation 

and development of the school's Catholic character, that the 

school is being conducted as a Catholic school and to represent 

the Bishop's education policy to the governing body. If you think 

you could help in this valuable role, please contact Dom Michael 

(dommichael@downside.co.uk) or Dom Leo 

(domleo@downside.co.uk). 

 

APF Mission boxes: If you have an APF red mission 

box at home, please bring it to Mass and hand it to Dom 

Michael or Dom Leo, either directly or through one of 

our stewards at the doors. The money will then be 

forwarded to the Association for the Propagation of the 

Faith. The APF in England and Wales works with the Mill 

Hill Missionary Society – the only major missionary 

society formed in England. Mill Hill missionaries go to 

the most remote places in the world to show the love of Christ to those in need, both 

spiritually and materially.   

There are Red Boxes in over 200,000 homes. They have helped raise millions of pounds for 

the missionary Church. In England and Wales, we collect funds for overseas mission through 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZwtc-qsqjMpHtUlp7k_nBaORNlBaPntceSD&data=04%7C01%7CChristina.Read%40marysmeals.org%7C6af1b041e7e94be2dc3908d979244109%7C56bf9bbcbe8c4eb3bb18b7910154a096%7C0%7C0%7C637674018895150093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=99vwOusXNAtmAzhtaCHW2Cc3UrNxwlJkaSU9ssTgQ5E%3D&reserved=0


the famous Red Boxes. You can also donate to the Red Box here: 

https://missio.org.uk/donate-apf/ 

 

Readings for the Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
 

First reading 

If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets! 

The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with Moses, but took some of the spirit that 

was on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the spirit came on them they prophesied, 

but not again. 

  Two men had stayed back in the camp; one was called Eldad and the other Medad. The spirit 

came down on them; though they had not gone to the Tent, their names were enrolled among 

the rest. These began to prophesy in the camp. The young man ran to tell this to Moses, 

‘Look,’ he said ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ Then said Joshua the son of 

Nun, who had served Moses from his youth, ‘My Lord Moses, stop them!’ Moses answered 

him, ‘Are you jealous on my account? If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets, 

and the Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’ (Numbers 11: 25-29) 

 

Second reading  

The Lord hears the cries of those you have cheated 

An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the miseries that are coming to you. Your 

wealth is all rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by moths. All your gold and your silver are 

corroding away, and the same corrosion will be your own sentence, and eat into your body. 

It was a burning fire that you stored up as your treasure for the last days. Labourers mowed 

your fields, and you cheated them – listen to the wages that you kept back, calling out; realise 

that the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. On earth you have 

had a life of comfort and luxury; in the time of slaughter you went on eating to your heart’s 

content. It was you who condemned the innocent and killed them; they offered you no 

resistance (James 5: 1-6). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: This Sunday's Gospel invites us to recognize how all people are capable of good, since 

each person has received gifts from God – gifts that often surprise us and shatter our expectations 

and ways of thinking. That is why we also find an invitation to be open to recognize God’s action and 

not to judge the way God takes to reach people. Where we work for others, where we love and do 

good, where the doors are opened to the hungry and the thirsty, even if they do not know the God of 

Jesus, there we know that God becomes equally present, because his promise is for all people. 

Do not stop anyone from working a miracle in my name 

John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out devils in your name; 

and because he was not one of us we tried to stop him.’ But Jesus said, ‘You must not stop 

him: no one who works a miracle in my name is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone who is not 

against us is for us. 



  ‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just 

because you belong to Christ, then I tell you 

solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his 

reward. 

  ‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring down 

one of these little ones who have faith, would be 

better thrown into the sea with a great millstone 

round his neck. And if your hand should cause 

you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter 

into life crippled, than to have two hands and go 

to hell, into the fire that cannot be put out. And if your foot should cause you to sin, cut it 

off; it is better for you to enter into life lame, than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. 

And if your eye should cause you to sin, tear it out; it is better for you to enter into the 

kingdom of God with one eye, than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell where their 

worm does not die nor their fire go out’ (Mark 9: 38-43, 45, 47-48).  

 

 


