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T OUR MASSES this Saturday 

and Sunday Dom John George, 

who was ordained Deacon by 

Bishop Declan in the Abbey Church on 

31 August, will be present to exercise 

his ministry. The missal explains his 

duties at Mass. He assists the Priest and 

walks at his side; he ministers at the 

altar, both as regards the chalice and 

the book; he proclaims the Gospel and 

may, at the discretion of the Priest 

Celebrant, give the Homily; he guides 

the faithful people by giving 

appropriate instruction, and announces 

the intentions of the Universal Prayer; 

he assists the Priest Celebrant in distributing Communion, and purifies and arranges the 

sacred vessels; he carries out the duties of other ministers himself, if necessary, when none 

of them is present. Deacons have a special vestment called a dalmatic, which, unlike a chasuble, 

has sleeves. They wear their stole over only the left shoulder. The title Deacon, means 

‘servant’, which will remind us of Jesus’s words in this Sunday’s Gospel: ‘If anyone wants to 

be first, he must make himself last of all and servant of all.’ Whatever further orders a deacon 

may receive, should he be ordained a Priest or a Bishop, he will never lose his identity as a 

servant. In our Gospel Jesus teaches us that to serve others is to attain to the highest dignity. 

 

Arrangements for Mass and Confessions: The return of the 

School has necessitated a small adjustment to our seating 

arrangements. The seats in the Abbey Church will be returned to 

their pre-COVID arrangements to accommodate the pupils who 

will be attending a 9.30 a.m. Mass on Sundays. We will designate 

alternate rows for the Parish Mass at 11.00 a.m. so that we can 

maintain social distancing at the Parish Masses. Seating will be 

disinfected after the School Mass in time for the Parish Mass. This 

new arrangement began at Mass on Sunday 5 September 2021. 

1. Mass will continue to be said at the Abbey Church on Saturday 

at 4.30 p.m. and on Sunday at 11.00 a.m. Confessions are available 

for half an hour before Mass on Saturdays and Sundays. 

 Weekday Masses are available at 8.35 a.m. every day in the 

Abbey Church and at 9.45 a.m. in the Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer Norton, on Tuesdays, 

Fridays and Saturdays. Confessions are heard after Mass in the Holy Ghost on Saturdays. 

2. We still expect those attending to use hand sanitizer on entry and exit.  
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St Laurence the Deacon Gives Alms by Fra Angelico (1395-1455) 



3. Whilst masks are no longer compulsory, we ask those attending to continue wearing masks 

for the time being. For those who are unwilling to or who are exempted from wearing a mask, 

there will be a designated part of the church at the back to which our stewards will direct 

them.  

4. The Abbey Church is large enough to continue social distancing, which will be retained.  

5. We will still use track and trace to provide reassurance that we can respond adequately to 

any outbreak, thereby reducing the chance of transmission. Those attending Mass will be 

encouraged to use the NHS QR code.  

6. Communion will remain in one kind. The Priest, who will still be masked at Communion, 

will return to saying ‘The Body of Christ’ to the individual communicant. 

7. Kneeling will be allowed as long as it is by the supplicant’s seat and not onto the row in 

front.  

8. Holy water stoups will remain dry for the time being.  

9. The church will be disinfected after each service.  

 

The Parish Pastoral Council will be meeting on Wednesday 

22 September at 7.30 p.m. in St Benedict’s church hall. Our 

Parish Council has not met formally for 19 months! The agenda 

will include a review of the PPC’s work during the pandemic; 

arrangements for the election and recruitment of new members 

(the elections usually take place at the AGM to be held after Mass 

on the Feast of Christ the King), and plans for how the PPC will 

support the Parish when the monks have departed from 

Downside. Safeguarding is a regular item of the agenda. 

Open Days: The Heritage Open days last Wednesday and 

Thursday (15 & 16 September) were blessed with beautiful 

weather. Some 200 people came for tours of the Abbey 

Church and gardens, and to enjoy a splendid organ recital by 

Nigel Kerry, featuring music by Dom Gregory Murray and 

other representatives of Downside’s musical culture and 

tradition. Such a strong response encourages us to organize 

more such events which will help make Downside’s heritage 

more widely known and more deeply appreciated.  

Foundation governors: St Gregory’s Catholic College in Bath 

is seeking Foundation Governors. Foundation governors are 

specifically appointed by the Bishop to ensure the preservation 

and development of the school's Catholic character, that the 

school is being conducted as a Catholic school and to represent 

the Bishop's education policy to the governing body. If you think 

you could help in this valuable role, please contact Dom Michael 

(dommichael@downside.co.uk) or Dom Leo 

(domleo@downside.co.uk). 

Martyrology: Monday 20 September is the Memorial of the Korean Martyrs. Between the 

time of the arrival of Christianity in Korea at the beginning of the seventeenth century until 

1882, 10,000 Catholics are estimated to have undergone martyrdom. Remarkably it was 



through books that the faith reached Korea. In 1603, Yi 

Gwang-jeong, a Korean diplomat, returned from Peking 

carrying several theological books written by Matteo Ricci, 

an Italian Jesuit missionary to China. They appealed to 

Confucian scholars, who sowed the seeds of the faith. Today 

just under 30% of the Korean population is Christian. In 

1984, Fr Andrew Kim Taegon and Paul Chong Hasang were 

canonized along with 101 others, who represented the 

thousands of people of all ages who had died for the faith. Fr 

Andrew Taegon was the first Korean priest and pastor; St 

Paul was a lay apostle. 

Friday 24 September is the Memorial of Our Lady of 

Walsingham. In 1061, Our Lady appeared in a vision to Richeldis de Faverches, showing her 

the house where the Annunciation had taken place and asking her to build a replica of it in 

Walsingham. At the end of the nineteenth century, Charlotte Boyd, a convert from 

Anglicanism, bought the disused Slipper Chapel at Walsingham and gave it to the monks of 

Downside. The chapel is today the National Catholic Shrine to Our Lady and is cared for by 

the Marist Sisters and various Diocesan Priests. 

 

Readings for the Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

First reading 

The wicked prepare to ambush the just man 

The godless say to themselves: 

‘Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he annoys us 

and opposes our way of life, 

reproaches us for our breaches of the law 

and accuses us of playing false to our upbringing. 

‘Let us see if what he says is true, 

let us observe what kind of end he himself will have. 

If the virtuous man is God’s son, God will take his part 

and rescue him from the clutches of his enemies. 

Let us test him with cruelty and with torture, 

and thus explore this gentleness of his 

and put his endurance to the proof. 

Let us condemn him to a shameful death 

since he will be looked after – we have his word for it’ (Wisdom 2: 12,17-20).  

 

Second reading   

The wisdom that comes from above makes for peace 

Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find disharmony, and wicked things of every 

kind being done; whereas the wisdom that comes down from above is essentially something 

pure; it also makes for peace, and is kindly and considerate; it is full of compassion and shows 

itself by doing good; nor is there any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it. Peacemakers, when 

they work for peace, sow the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness. 

Korean Martyrs 



  Where do these wars and battles between yourselves first start? Isn’t it precisely in the 

desires fighting inside your own selves? You want something and you haven’t got it; so you 

are prepared to kill. You have an ambition that you cannot satisfy; so you fight to get your 

way by force. Why you don’t have what you want is because you don’t pray for it; when you 

do pray and don’t get it, it is because you have not prayed properly, you have prayed for 

something to indulge your own desires (James 3: 16-4: 3). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: Let the Holy Spirit guide you through this Lectio today. Each word is a precious gift 

from God; try to treasure each one and let its richness fill you and sustain you. This Sunday we will 

hear how God’s standard is very different from earthly standards. This Gospel reveals the value of 

suffering and service. Our God does not seek power and riches, but asks for gentleness, patience, 

mercy and kindness. Let God shower these gifts on you in this Lectio today. And if at first you do not 

understand, do not be afraid to ask – as the disciples were – for God will surely grant you his wisdom. 

Ask and you will receive. 

Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me 

Jesus and his disciples made their way 

through Galilee; and he did not want 

anyone to know, because he was 

instructing his disciples; he was telling 

them, ‘The Son of Man will be 

delivered into the hands of men; they 

will put him to death; and three days 

after he has been put to death he will 

rise again.’ But they did not 

understand what he said and were 

afraid to ask him. 

  They came to Capernaum, and when 

he was in the house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the road?’ They said 

nothing because they had been arguing which of them was the greatest. So he sat down, 

called the Twelve to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last of 

all and servant of all.’ He then took a little child, set him in front of them, put his arms round 

him, and said to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name, 

welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me’ 

(Mark 9: 30-37). 

 

 


