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EDNESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER has been appointed a Day of Prayer for the Care of 

Creation; as a continuation of that prayer, our Mass this Sunday will be offered for 

that intention. In fact, all creation has been presented to man in the book of Genesis by God 

himself (Genesis 2: 19) so that ‘man could name them.’ In this he takes responsibility for all 

God has made. Thus, in a special sense, man is called to care for the world, but he is also to 

be the priest of creation. For man the priest represents all that is made. He alone can offer 

fitting praise and thanks. Our respect and our love for our wonderful world is a command 

from God and an invitation both to study and protect. All the time, more wonders unfold as 

we come to understand the extraordinary interdependence of animal and vegetable life, and 

their intricacy. 

 In earlier ages we squandered and destroyed 

life in the sheer pleasure of killing or because the lust 

for profit made it expedient. Now we see, suddenly, 

the delicate structures of food chains and life cycles. 

Modern technology allows us to probe the ocean 

depths: the strange beings down in that darkness also 

serve us. But we must take care and discipline 

ourselves. It is hardly a surprise that at the bottom of 

the Mariana Trench, unbelievably five miles down, 

there resides a collection of (yes) discarded plastic bags. 

 Creation praises God by celebrating its existence: the bird sings on the branch. We 

alone may consciously survey God’s work and proclaim his glory. Let us do so today in loving 

joy. Amen. 

Dom Michael Clothier 

 

A Prayer for Our Earth from Pope Francis:  

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

that we may protect life and beauty.  

Fill us with peace, that we may live 

as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.  

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain 

at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature 
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as we journey towards your infinite light. 

We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 

for justice, love and peace.  

 

Arrangements for Mass and Confessions:  

The return of the School will necessitate a small adjustment to 

our seating arrangements. The seats in the Abbey Church will be 

returned to their pre-COVID arrangements to accommodate the 

pupils who will be attending a 9.30 a.m. Mass on Sundays. We will 
designate alternate rows for the Parish Mass at 11.00 a.m. so that 

we can maintain social distancing at the Parish Masses. Seating will 

be disinfected after the School Mass in time for the Parish Mass. 

This new arrangement will begin at Mass on Sunday 5 September 

2021. 

1. Mass will continue to be said at the Abbey Church on Saturday 

at 4.30 p.m. and on Sunday at 11.00 a.m. Confessions are available 

for half an hour before Mass on Saturdays and Sundays. 

 Weekday Masses are available at 8.35 a.m. every day in the Abbey Church and at 9.45 

a.m. in the Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer Norton, on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 

Confessions are heard after Mass in the Holy Ghost on Saturdays. 

2. We still expect those attending to use hand sanitizer on entry and exit.  

3. Whilst masks are no longer compulsory, we ask those attending to continue wearing masks 

for the time being. For those who are unwilling to or who are exempted from wearing a mask, 

there will be a designated part of the church at the back to which our stewards will direct 

them.  

4. The Abbey Church is large enough to continue social distancing, which will be retained.  

5. We will still use track and trace to provide reassurance that we can respond adequately to 

any outbreak, thereby reducing the chance of transmission. Those attending Mass will be 

encouraged to use the NHS QR code.  

6. Communion will remain in one kind. The Priest, who will still be masked at Communion, 

will return to saying ‘The Body of Christ’ to the individual communicant. 

7. Kneeling will be allowed as long as it is by the supplicant’s seat and not onto the row in 

front.  

8. Holy water stoups will remain dry for the time being.  

9. The church will be disinfected after each service.  

 

Parish Picnic: On Sunday 5 September, we are having a 

Parish Picnic in the monastery gardens, together with 

guided tours of the Abbey Church. The plan is that we 

bring our own chairs or blankets and share food and drink. 

The picnics can begin at 2.00 p.m. and the Church tours 

will take place during the afternoon. The tours of the 

Church will begin at 3 p.m.: they will be led by members of 

the monastic community. In case of inclement weather, we 

will be able to move indoors to the Visitor Centre and the 

Middle Sacristy will also be opened. Please bring your family and friends.  



Healing Service: Dom Michael will conduct an online healing service on Saturday 11 

September at 2 p.m.  

Mass at Peasedown St John: From this Saturday, 4 September and 

throughout the months of September and October, monks from 

Downside will be saying Mass at 6 p.m. on Saturdays in the church of 

St Joseph in Peasedown St John.  

 

Martyrology: Wednesday 8 September is the Feast of the 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Church has 

celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the sixth century. A 

September birth was chosen because the Eastern Church begins 

its Church year with September. The September 8 date helped 

determine the date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception 

on December 8. 

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s birth. 

However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of James fills in 

the gap. This work has no historical value, but it does reflect 

the development of Christian piety. According to this 

account, Anna and Joachim are infertile but pray for a child. 

They receive the promise of a child who will advance God’s 

plan of salvation for the world. Such a story, like many 

biblical counterparts, stresses the special presence of God 

in Mary’s life from the beginning. 

Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to 

rejoice and shine forth in the light of her birth. ‘She is the flower of the field from whom 

bloomed the precious lily of the valley. Through her birth the nature inherited from our first 

parents is changed.’ The opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as the dawn 

of our salvation, and asks for an increase of peace. 

 

Youth 2000: Last weekend Dom Leo and our Community of St 

Scholastica went to Ampleforth Abbey in Yorkshire for the Youth 2000 

Rejoice event. Although Dom Anselm has often attended, this was Dom 

Leo’s first experience. He was deeply impressed to see several hundred 

young Catholics, gathered from across the United Kingdom, from diverse 

backgrounds and many walks of life. It was an affirmation that our Church 

is truly Catholic. There was an impressive healing service, all-night adoration, and long queues 

for confession: that situation was saved by the sudden arrival of 8 priests from the Ampleforth 

monastic community. We ran Lectio Divina workshops in the afternoons. Keep an eye on the 

Youth 2000 website and decide to attend an event. Officially it is for those aged 16-35, but 

there can be some elasticity!  

Dom John’s Ordination to the diaconate: Dom John is grateful for the prayers and 

support given for his ordination. Bishop Declan ordained Dom John on Tuesday 31 August 

and stayed for lunch with the monastic community. Dom John will be proclaiming the Gospel 

Andrea di Bartolo (fl. 1389-1428) 



at Mass and assisting the President in other ways. You may see a dalmatic on the sanctuary 

one day soon. 

Readings for the Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

First reading   

The blind shall see, the deaf hear, the dumb sing for joy 

Say to all faint hearts, 

‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 

Look, your God is coming, 

vengeance is coming, 

the retribution of God; 

he is coming to save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

the ears of the deaf unsealed, 

then the lame shall leap like a deer 

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy; 

for water gushes in the desert, 

streams in the wasteland, 

the scorched earth becomes a lake, 

the parched land springs of water (Isaiah 35:4-7). 

 

Second reading   

God chose the poor according to the world to be rich in faith 

My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord, with the making 

of distinctions between classes of people. Now suppose a man comes into your synagogue, 

beautifully dressed and with a gold ring on, and at the same time a poor man comes in, in 

shabby clothes, and you take notice of the well-dressed man, and say, ‘Come this way to the 

best seats’; then you tell the poor man, ‘Stand over there’ or ‘You can sit on the floor by my 

foot-rest.’ Can’t you see that you have used two different standards in your mind, and turned 

yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at that? 

  Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor according to the world that God chose, 

to be rich in faith and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he promised to those who love 

him (James 2:1-5). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: The man we will see in our Gospel is closed in on himself, but he allows his 

concerned friends to take him to Jesus. Am I ready today for a close encounter with Jesus?  Will I 

allow him to touch and heal me? 

'He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak' 



Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of 

Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, right through the 

Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man who 

had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him to 

lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away 

from the crowd, put his fingers into the man’s ears and 

touched his tongue with spittle. Then looking up to 

heaven he sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, 

‘Be opened.’ And his ears were opened, and the ligament 

of his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly. And 

Jesus ordered them to tell no one about it, but the more 

he insisted, the more widely they published it. Their 

admiration was unbounded. ‘He has done all things well,’ 

they said ‘he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak’ 

(Mark 7:31-37). 


