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ACK IN 1970 Pope Benedict XVI, while lecturing in Munich, 

said: ‘From today’s crisis will emerge a church that has lost a 

great deal. It will no longer have use of the structures it built 

in its years of prosperity. The reduction in the number of faithful 

will lead to it losing an important part of its social privileges. It will 

become small and will have to start pretty much over again. It will 

be a more spiritual church and will not claim a political mandate 

flirting with the Right one minute and the Left the next. It will be 

poor and will become the Church of the destitute.’ Little that has 
happened since 1970 leads us to think that what Pope Benedict said then was far from the 

mark. In our own part of the Church in England we can already recognise the effects of the 

changes that Pope Benedict foresaw fifty years ago. As we consider our own future, his words 

might fill us both with anxiety and with joy and hope. This confusing response is often evoked 

by the prophecies we encounter in the Bible. 

 In October this year, Pope Francis plans to open a three-year synod. It will have three 

phases of consultation and discernment: 

 Diocesan (beginning of Sunday 17 October 2021) 

 Continental (September 2022 to March 2023) 

 Universal (A culminating assembly will be held in Rome in October 2023) 

The Diocesan phase will begin for us under the presidency of our Bishop Declan. The 

Secretariat of the Synod will send a preparatory Document accompanied by a Questionnaire 

and a Vademecum with proposals for carrying out the consultation in each particular Church. 

(We had better pray that the documents will be more comprehensible than the previous 

questionnaire of that kind that was sent out in 2013.) Each bishop, before October 2021, will 

appoint a diocesan representative for liaison with the Bishops’ Conference; the Conference, 

in turn, will appoint a representative or team to coordinate with the General Secretariat of 

the Synod. Diocesan discernment will culminate in a Pre-Synodal Meeting. The contributions 

will be sent to the Episcopal Conference. The bishops, gathered in assembly for a period of 

discernment, will make a synthesis that they will send to the General Secretariat of the Synod. 

This first stage will be completed by April 2022. Once the material has been obtained, the 

first Instrumentum laboris will be drafted, which will be published and sent to the particular 

Churches in September 2022. 

The Continental phase will be a discussion of the Instrumentum laboris. At the end of their 

discussions, each continental group will draft a final document, which they will send to the 

General Secretariat in March 2023. The Secretariat will then draft a second Instrumentum 

laboris, based on the responses. Publication is planned for June 2023. 

The Universal phase will culminate in October 2023 with the celebration of the Assembly 

of Bishops in Rome, according to the renewed procedures established in 2018 by Pope Francis 

in the Constitution Episcopalis communio. 
We should participate as fully as possible in this process so that we can carry, as faithful 

disciples, the Good News of Jesus Christ into a world that is experiencing immense and rapid 

changes. The motto of the Synod is ‘One listening to the others; and all listening to the Holy 

Spirit.’ Meanwhile we can pray that the motto become a truthful description of the Synod’s 

character. 

B 



Times for All Masses and Confessions: 

Masses: 

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

Confessions are heard from 4.00 to 4.30 p.m. on Saturdays and from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. 

on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 

Mass has resumed at the Holy Ghost on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 09.45 a.m. 

Confessions are heard in the Holy Ghost after Mass on Saturdays. 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will 

remain in place for all those attending Mass and other services. 

 

The Abbey Church is open for prayer from 8.30 a.m until 6.30 p.m. every day. Please continue 

to wear a facemask, use the hand sanitisers and observe social distancing regulations. 

 

July needs for Somer Valley Food Bank. Please choose 

items from the following list only. Coffee, Drinking chocolate, 

Fruit juice (long life), Instant mash, Milk powder, Puddings, Rice 

pudding (tinned), Spaghetti (tinned), Vegetables (tinned), 

Cleaning products, Kitchen rolls, Laundry products, Razors, 

Sanitary towels, Shampoo & conditioner, Shaving foam, Toilet 

rolls, Washing powder. Very many thanks for your continuing generosity and support. This 

system is working very well. Thank you.  
 

Martyrology: Tuesday 29 June is the Solemnity of SS Peter and Paul, while the next day, Wednesday, 

is the dedication of our Cathedral Church, named in their honour. Simon was the first of the disciples 

to confess that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. In response, Jesus conferred upon 

Simon the new name of Peter or Rock. Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, proclaimed to both Jews and 

Gentiles Christ crucified. Both were led by their faith in and love of Jesus to proclaim his Gospel in 

Rome, where both died as martyrs under the Emperor Nero. Peter was crucified upside down and 

buried on the Vatican hill; Paul, having the privileges of a Roman citizen, was beheaded with a sword 

and buried on the Via Ostiensis. Their triumph is celebrated with equal honour and devotion on this 

day throughout the world.  

Thursday 1 July is the Feast of St Oliver Plunkett (1629-1681). 

Consecrated Bishop of Armagh in 1669 he began the task of restoring the Church 

in Ireland, laid waste by continuous persecution. He was arrested on a false charge 

of plotting rebellion. When Irish judges refused to convict him he was brought to 

London for a second trial and convicted of treason on false evidence. His execution 

at Tyburn in 1681 was the last of a Catholic convicted in this country for his faith 

and ministry. We are greatly privileged to have his body enshrined for veneration 

in our Abbey Church. This year try to find the time to come and pray for peace 

and reconciliation in our world at St Oliver’s shrine on July 1. 
 

  



Reading for the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
First reading 

God takes no pleasure in the extinction of the living 

Death was not God’s doing, 
he takes no pleasure in the extinction of the living. 

To be – for this he created all; 

the world’s created things have health in them, 

in them no fatal poison can be found, 

and Hades holds no power on earth; 

for virtue is undying. 

Yet God did make man imperishable, 

he made him in the image of his own nature; 

it was the devil’s envy that brought death into the world, 

as those who are his partners will discover (Wisdom 1: 13-15, 2: 23-24). 

 

Second reading 

The Lord Jesus became poor for your sake, to make you rich 

You always have the most of everything – of faith, of eloquence, of understanding, of keenness 

for any cause, and the biggest share of our affection – so we expect you to put the most into 

this work of mercy too. Remember how generous the Lord Jesus was: he was rich, but he 

became poor for your sake, to make you rich out of his poverty. This does not mean that to 

give relief to others you ought to make things difficult for yourselves: it is a question of 

balancing what happens to be your surplus now against their present need, and one day they 

may have something to spare that will supply your own need. That is how we strike a balance: 

as scripture says: The man who gathered much had none too much, the man who gathered 

little did not go short (2 Corinthians 8: 7, 9, 13-15).  

 

Gospel   

Touch is one of the most powerful senses that we possess. When we touch someone or something, 

or allow ourselves to be touched, there is an opportunity for connection and perhaps 

transformation. We are bound more closely to each other by touch; we can be strengthened by it, 

nurtured and encouraged by it. 

Today’s liturgy invites us, particularly through the Gospel passage, to engage in this wonderful 

reality of being touched by grace – through the action of the Holy Spirit. It is transformative and life-
giving and can, through the encounter with Christ it offers, allow us to become more authentic, 

reflecting Christ’s image in us. 

I encourage you, the reader, to listen with the ear of your heart today to the healing words of 

Christ in the scriptures. Let his touch nurture and strengthen you as you listen to the Word! Open 

your heart and allow Christ’s healing love to touch you in ways you might not expect, but which will 

bring you closer to him, so that you can go out and bring his healing love to those you will encounter!” 

 

Little girl, I tell you to get up 

When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered round him and 

he stayed by the lakeside. Then one of the synagogue officials came up, Jairus by name, and 

seeing him, fell at his feet and pleaded with him earnestly, saying, ‘My little daughter is 

desperately sick. Do come and lay your hands on her to make her better and save her life.’ 

Jesus went with him and a large crowd followed him; they were pressing all round him. 

  Now there was a woman who had suffered from a haemorrhage for twelve years; after long 

and painful treatment under various doctors, she spent all she had without being any the 



better for it, in fact, she was getting worse. She had heard about Jesus, and she came up behind 

him through the crowd and touched his cloak. ‘If I can touch even his clothes,’ she had told 

herself ‘I shall be well again.’ And the source of the bleeding dried up instantly, and she felt in 

herself that she was cured of her complaint. Immediately aware that power had gone out from 

him, Jesus turned round in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ His disciples said 

to him, ‘You see how the crowd is pressing round you and yet you say, “Who touched me?”’ 

But he continued to look all round to see who had done it. Then the woman came forward, 

frightened and trembling because she knew what had happened to her, and she fell at his feet 

and told him the whole truth. ‘My daughter,’ he said ‘your faith has restored you to health; go 

in peace and be free from your complaint.’ 

  While he was still speaking 

some people arrived from the 

house of the synagogue official to 

say, ‘Your daughter is dead: why 

put the Master to any further 
trouble?’ But Jesus had 

overheard this remark of theirs 

and he said to the official, ‘Do not 

be afraid; only have faith.’ And he 

allowed no one to go with him 

except Peter and James and John 

the brother of James. So they 

came to the official’s house and 

Jesus noticed all the commotion, 

with people weeping and wailing 

unrestrainedly. He went in and 

said to them, ‘Why all this 

commotion and crying? The child 

is not dead, but asleep.’ But they 

laughed at him. So he turned 

them all out and, taking with him 

the child’s father and mother and his own companions, he went into the place where the child 

lay. And taking the child by the hand he said to her, ‘Talitha, kum!’ which means, ‘Little girl, I 

tell you to get up.’ The little girl got up at once and began to walk about, for she was twelve 

years old. At this they were overcome with astonishment, and he ordered them strictly not 

to let anyone know about it, and told them to give her something to eat (Mark 5: 21-43). 

 

 


