
The Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
13 June 2021 

 

HE SECOND READING in our Sunday Masses is like treasure hidden in a field. It is easy 

not to notice it because the Gospel is rightly our focus and the First Reading frequently 

introduces themes that we will see expanded and deepened in the Gospel. This Sunday is no 

exception. Nevertheless, over the next four Sundays, our Second Reading will be from St 

Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians, and it has important messages for us. 

 The Corinthians were one of St 

Paul’s dearest and most troublesome 

communities. You can read about his arrival 

and mission there in Acts 18: 1-11. Corinth 

was one of the great urban centres of the 

ancient world, and Paul began by addressing 

the Jewish community he found there. 

However, his proclamation that Jesus was 

the Christ was not welcomed by the 

synagogue, and so he moved to the house 

next door. Nonetheless, Crispus, the president of the synagogue, his whole household, and 

many non-Jewish Corinthians became believers and were baptized. When Paul left Corinth to 

continue his mission, news reached him of difficulties and disturbances in the newly founded 

Church. His two letters to Corinth address the problems that have arisen. These range from 

tolerating sexual relationships that would undermine the structure of the family to making the 

poor feel excluded from celebrations of the Eucharist. In the coming Sundays St Paul will 

remind the Corinthians – and us – that in this world we are living in exile and should focus 

our energies on pleasing the Lord Jesus Christ, who is leading us to our true home. Paul will 

invite us to realise that ‘for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation 

has gone, and now the new one is here’ (2 Co 5:17). Amid their disputes the Corinthians have 

forgotten to collect money for the Christians in Jerusalem, who are in need of help; St Paul 

urges them to emulate the generosity of the Lord Jesus, ‘who became poor for your sake, to 

make you rich out of his poverty (2 Co 8: 9). Finally, Paul will respond to the Corinthians’ 

complaint that he is unimpressive and his Gospel less appealing than the alternative Gospels 

of the ‘super apostles’ (2 Co 11: 5) by showing them that his weakness and suffering are the 

best expressions of the power of Christ, who has told him that ‘my power is at its best in 

weakness’ (2 Co 12: 9). 

 In July the Second Reading will take us to the letter to the Ephesians, when we will be 

shown how the Church is God’s new creation of unified humanity. That letter has been called 

‘the Magna Carta of Unity’. 

 For a splendid nine-minute summary of 2 Corinthians, you can visit 

https://youtu.be/3lfPK2vfC54 

 

Times for All Masses and Confessions: 

Masses: 

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

T 

Temple of Apollo in ancient Corinth 

https://youtu.be/3lfPK2vfC54


Confessions are heard from 4.00 to 4.30 p.m. on Saturdays and from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. 

on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 

Mass has resumed at the Holy Ghost on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 09.45 a.m. 

Confessions are heard in the Holy Ghost after Mass on Saturdays. 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will 

remain in place for all those attending Mass and other services. 

 

The Abbey Church is open for prayer from 8.30 a.m until 6.30 p.m. every day. Please continue 

to wear a facemask, use the hand sanitisers and observe social distancing regulations. 

 

Boiler funds:  Last week’s special collection raised £1001.13p 

(+ €10.00) for St Benedict’s church boiler appeal. Thank you 

for the most generous response. A grant and a loan from the 

Downside Mission Trust, our central fund for parishes and 

mission, will augment our own collections. The engineers hope 

to start the work next week. We may need a second appeal in 

July.  

 

 

CAFOD News: Thanks to your support, CAFOD has been helping communities around the 

world cope with the pandemic. Just in Zambia, in the past year, our reports show we’ve been 

able to reach 1,234,200 people with messages on COVID-19, provide 13,312 people with 

access to safe water, train 392 frontline health workers from Zambia’s 11 dioceses on how 

to prepare and respond to COVID-19 in their local communities and donate over 1000 

handwashing hygiene stations in communities to support handwashing measures. 

Thank you for standing alongside people in Zambia and for supporting people in more 

than 30 other countries worldwide. 

Liz Baldwin 

Community Participation Co-ordinator – CAFOD 

 

Martyrology: Tuesday 15 June is the 

Commemoration of St Amos. He was born 

south of Jerusalem, but conducted his 

prophetic ministry in the north, in the 

Kingdom of Israel. Amos preached during the 

reign of Jeroboam 11 (782-753 BC) This 

appeared to be a time of peace and prosperity 

for Israel, but Amos pointed to the failings of 

social justice, to religious syncretism and 

idolatry. Amos foresaw imminent 

catastrophe, which was realised in 745 BC 

when Tiglath Pilezer 111 ascended the 

Assyrian throne. Our picture shows him holding his prophetic book open at chapter 2: 6. He 

is urging us to support fair trade in our world today! 

 

Amos, detail of a fresco by Melozzo da Forlì, 15th 
century, in the Santa Casa at Loreto 



The Abbey Visitor Centre is now open on Thursdays and 

Fridays from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. for takeaway tea and coffee 

and the sale of items from the bookshop. There is a 

pleasant terrace behind the bookshop where you can enjoy 

a book and a cup of tea or coffee. 

 

 

 

Readings for the Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
 

First reading 

I will plant a shoot on the high mountain of Israel 

The Lord says this: 

‘From the top of the cedar, 

from the highest branch I will take a 

shoot 

and plant it myself on a very high 

mountain. 

I will plant it on the high mountain of 

Israel. 

It will sprout branches and bear fruit, 

and become a noble cedar. 

Every kind of bird will live beneath it, 

every winged creature rest in the shade of its branches. 

And every tree of the field will learn that I, the Lord, am the one 

who stunts tall trees and makes the low ones grow, 

who withers green trees and makes the withered green. 

I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it’ (Ezekiel 17:22-24). 

 

Second reading 

We want to be exiled from the body and make our home with the Lord 

We are always full of confidence when we remember that to live in the body means to be 

exiled from the Lord, going as we do by faith and not by sight – we are full of confidence, I 

say, and actually want to be exiled from the body and make our home with the Lord. Whether 

we are living in the body or exiled from it, we are intent on pleasing him. For all the truth 

about us will be brought out in the law court of Christ, and each of us will get what he 

deserves for the things he did in the body, good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:6-10). 

 

Gospel  

Motivation: Pope Saint Paul VI said, ‘As an evangelizer, Christ first of all proclaims a kingdom, the 

kingdom of God; and this is so important that, by comparison, everything else becomes "the rest," 

which is "given in addition." Only the kingdom therefore is absolute and it makes everything else 

relative. The Lord will delight in describing in many ways the happiness of belonging to this kingdom’ 

(Evangelii Nuntiandi 8). 



It is in this context that this Sunday’s gospel gives us an encouraging word about how small 

things are relevant in the sight of God, to the point that he compares the Kingdom of God with the 

growing of a mustard seed. It may sound absurd, but we can see in this Gospel, if we look at it 

carefully, how all our problems and concerns have already been sorted out in the mystery of that little 

seed that grows and grows. Anything that grows has a direction and is orientated towards a final 

fulfilment. 

The Lord wants us to see that His Kingdom works in the same way in our lives. It doesn't 

matter how busy, upset, or concerned we might be; all those things are, as St Paul VI says, ‘the rest’, 

which will eventually be taken over by the Kingdom of God and all the fulfilment it is bringing into our 

lives. 

The kingdom of God is a mustard seed growing into the biggest shrub of all 

Jesus said to the crowds: ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man throws seed on the 

land. Night and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is sprouting and growing; 

how, he does not know. Of its own accord the land produces first the shoot, then the ear, 

then the full grain in the ear. And when the crop is ready, he loses no time: he starts to reap 

because the harvest has come.’ 

  He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God is like? What parable can we find for it? 

It is like a mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out 

big branches so that the birds of the air can shelter in its shade.’ 

  Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, so far as they were capable of 

understanding it. He would not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything 

to his disciples when they were alone (Mark 4:26-34). 

 

 


