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F WE ADD the fifty days of Eastertide to the 

forty days of Lent, we see that the Church 

invites us to dedicate a quarter of each year 

to the intense celebration of the Paschal 

Mystery. This Mystery re-presents those events 

in the life of Jesus Christ and his disciples that 

begin in us a new Creation; one that heals and 

surpasses the first Creation of heaven and earth, 

which we have harmed by original sin. The 

Church is wise to give more time to Eastertide 

than Lent because we are strangely attracted to bad news and suffering, being inclined to take good 

news and blessings for granted. Open a national newspaper and stick a gold star on any good news 

stories. You will find precious few of them glimmering in an immense expanse of gloom. We ourselves 

give disproportionate attention to negative criticisms while disregarding praise. 

 Pentecost brings Lent and Eastertide to a close. It is a moment to reflect on those ninety days 

before we return to Ordinary Time. To help us the Church has appointed an optional Vigil Mass of 

the Feast of Pentecost. We are not celebrating it in the parish or in the monastery this year, but we 

can study the appointed readings and pray with them. They are:  

Genesis 11: 1-9: The Tower of Babel. Human ambition and pride was punished when God confused 

our languages and scattered us over the whole face of the earth. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit draws 

us into the perfect unity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit and we are entrusted with Good News to 

proclaim to the whole world. 

Exodus 19: 3-8, 16-20: God gave the ancient Law to Moses in fire and lightning on Mount Sinai. At 

Pentecost God draws near to us in a simple house as we gather with Mary and the disciples to receive 

the new and eternal commandment of love. 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14: The Prophet Ezekiel’s vision of a valley of dry bones restored to full and vigorous 

human life by God’s word and breath shows us that we are destined by Baptism for the incorruptible 

glory of the resurrection. 

Joel 3: 1-5: The Lord promises Joel that he will pour out his Spirit on all mankind in preparation for 

the dawning of the great and terrible day of the Lord. As the Holy Spirit comes to us at Pentecost, we 

are raised to the status of witnesses before the world to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 This Pentecost let us pray to enter more deeply into the mystery of God’s saving love for all 

Creation, and may we be freed to express that Love by the transforming and gentle power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Dom Leo Maidlow Davis 

 

Times for All Masses and Confessions: 

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

Confessions are heard from 4.00 to 4.30 p.m. on Saturdays and from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. 

on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 

Mass has resumed at the Holy Ghost on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 09.45 a.m. 

Confessions are heard in the Holy Ghost after Mass on Saturdays. 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social 

distancing will remain in place for all those attending Mass and other services. 

I 



 

We are delighted to announce that the Abbey Church is open for prayer from 8.30 a.m 

until 6.30 p.m. every day. Please continue to wear a facemask, use the hand sanitisers and 

observe social distancing regulations. 

 

Martyrology: Monday 24 May is the Memorial of Mary Mother of the Church. In 2018, Pope 

Francis added a feast day under this title for the Monday following the solemnity of Pentecost – 

considered the birthday of the Church. ‘Mother of the Church’ reflects the deep conviction of 

the Christian faithful, who see in Mary not only the mother of the person of Christ, but also 

of the faithful. She who is recognized as mother of salvation, life and grace, mother of the 

saved and mother of the living, is rightly proclaimed Mother of the Church. 

Thursday 27 May is the Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal High Priest. The feast 

was introduced into the liturgy in England and Wales in 2018. Jesus as High Priest is the model 

for believers, and for the clergy in particular, with priests acting in persona Christi (‘in the 

person of Christ’). The laity are urged to pray that priests be more like Christ, the 

compassionate and trustworthy high priest (Hebrews 2:17), ever-living to intercede for 

humanity before the Father (Hebrews 7:25). Pius XI once said: ‘People are instructed in the 

truths of faith, and brought to appreciate the inner joys of religion far more effectually by the 

annual celebration of our sacred mysteries than by any official pronouncement of the teaching 

of the Church. Such pronouncements usually reach only a few and the more learned among 

the faithful; feasts reach them all; the former speak but once, the latter speak every year – in 

fact, forever.’ 

 

THE ABBEY VISITOR CENTRE: The shop is open on 

Thursdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. We are delighted to 

announce that we can now offer takeaway tea, coffee and 

refreshments, and we will be open for cards, books and items 

of devotion. There is a pleasant area for sitting outside at the 

back. 

 

Readings for Pentecost Sunday, Mass during the Day 
 

First reading   

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

When Pentecost day came round, they had all met in one room, when suddenly they heard 

what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in 

which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; 

these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. 

  Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at this 

sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language. 

They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking are Galileans? 

How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes 

and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome – Jews 



and proselytes alike – Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own language about 

the marvels of God’ (Acts 2:1-11). 

 

Second reading 

If you are led by the Spirit, no law can touch you 

If you are guided by the Spirit you will be in no danger of yielding to self-indulgence, since self-

indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is totally against such a thing, and it is 

precisely because the two are so opposed that you do not always carry out your good 

intentions. If you are led by the Spirit, no law can touch you. When self-indulgence is at work 

the results are obvious: fornication, gross indecency and sexual irresponsibility; idolatry and 

sorcery; feuds and wrangling, jealousy, bad temper and quarrels; disagreements, factions, envy; 

drunkenness, orgies and similar things. I warn you now, as I warned you before: those who 

behave like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. What the Spirit brings is very different: 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and self-control. There 

can be no law against things like that, of course. You cannot belong to Christ Jesus unless you 

crucify all self-indulgent passions and desires. 

  Since the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-25). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: At Pentecost, Jesus left the disciples with the 

Holy Spirit to guide them and to bring them peace. The Holy 

Spirit is with us too today, even if we don't experience the 

same powerful winds from heaven (that is, unless you're in 

the UK this week) or tongues of flame upon our heads.  

More importantly, the Spirit guides us in our own 

lives, helping us to find the particular paths and ways in life 

in which we will glorify God. When we make room for the 

Spirit, we make room for joy and peace and open our eyes 

to the marvels of God. In short, as Paul writes to the 

Galatians, the Spirit is our life – when we are guided by the 

Spirit is when we find fulfilment.  

My parish priest spoke yesterday about the nine 

days between the Ascension and Pentecost being the 

Church’s first novena – a period of waiting where we pray 

for guidance and the gifts that Jesus wants us to have. This 

week, as we approach Pentecost, I encourage you to think and pray about the service that you are 

called to in your life. Don't only think about what the world tells you you ought to do – listen to the 

Spirit, for we were specially sent the Spirit, and it is with the Spirit we will find peace. 

 

The Spirit of truth will lead you to the complete truth 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘When the Advocate comes, 

whom I shall send to you from the Father, 

the Spirit of truth who issues from the Father, 

he will be my witness. 

And you too will be witnesses, 



because you have been with me from the outset. 

‘I still have many things to say to you 

but they would be too much for you now. 

But when the Spirit of truth comes 

he will lead you to the complete truth, 

since he will not be speaking as from himself 

but will say only what he has learnt; 

and he will tell you of the things to come. 

He will glorify me, 

since all he tells you 

will be taken from what is mine. 

Everything the Father has is mine; 

that is why I said: 

All he tells you 

will be taken from what is mine’ (John 15:26-27,16:12-15).  

 

 

 


