
The Sixth Sunday of Easter (B) 
9 May 2021 

 

EXT THURSDAY will be the Solemnity of the 

Ascension of the Lord. In normal times, it is a Holyday 

of Obligation; do come if you can. However, you are not 

obliged to put your own health or that of others at risk, so 

continue to exercise prudence, the first of the cardinal 

virtues. This Solemnity reminds us that it is forty days since 

Easter Day and only ten days are left between the Ascension 

and Pentecost. It is St Luke’s Gospel and his sequel to it, The 

Acts of the Apostles, that provide the framework for these 

concluding days of Paschal tide. We can feel sadness at this 

time as we identify ourselves with the disciples, who will no 

longer have Jesus living among them in the same way as they 

had known him up to the time of his death and then in the 

days of his Resurrection appearances. In those forty days, he 

had again eaten with them, sharing his life with them and 

opening their mind to understand the Scriptures. But the conclusion of St Luke’s Gospel is 

suffused with great joy (Luke 24: 52). In the Bible, forty is the number of days or years of 

testing and preparation. The disciples return to the Temple in Jerusalem, to the very place 

where the Gospel opened with the childless Zachariah offering incense in the sanctuary. The 

great story of the Good News is about to enter a new phase as, at the beginning of Acts, Jesus 

tells them that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit to be his witnesses in Jerusalem, 

throughout Judaea and Samaria and to earth’s remotest end (Acts 1: 8). The days between 

the Ascension and Pentecost are the origin of the nine days’ prayer we call a Novena. This 

year we can pray to be renewed in our mission to witness to Jesus in that unique place and 

time that God has chosen for us. 

 

The Ascension of the Lord: Masses for this Solemnity will be held on Thursday 13 May in 

the Abbey Church at 8.35 a.m. and 7 p.m. The 8.35 a.m. Mass will be accompanied with Plain 

Chant sung by the monks. You are most welcome. 

 

 Times for All Masses and Confessions: 

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

Confessions are heard from 4.00 to 4.30 p.m. on Saturdays and from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on 

Sundays in the Abbey Church. 

Mass has resumed at the Holy Ghost on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 09.45 a.m. 

Confessions are heard in the Holy Ghost after Mass on Saturdays. 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social 

distancing will remain in place for all those attending Mass and other services. 

 

 

N 



CAFOD: As coronavirus brings devastation 

across India, CAFOD is working 

with experienced local Church agency, Caritas 

India, to provide vital support to poor and 

marginalised communities. Donations to 

CAFOD’s Coronavirus Appeal will help Caritas 

India distribute PPE kits to frontline health 

workers, promote COVID and vaccine 

awareness campaigns, and set up safely run isolation and quarantine centres. You can donate 

online here: cafod.org.uk/give.  Please keep praying for the people of India and all those 

affected by the pandemic. 

CAFOD is holding a special online Mass on Friday 7 May at 6.30pm to pray for the 

people of India. You can register here: bigmarker.com/cafod/India-Emergency 

 

Fundraiser for Pax Christi: In the week from 15 to 21 May, Pax Christi, the Catholic Peace 

organisation, will be trying to raise funds to make up for income lost owing to Covid19. Fausta 

is having a dance-a-thon, Bruce is delivering a peace message to foreign embassies in London, 

Matt is cycling 50 miles visiting peace sites, Pat is going on a walk from Victoria to the Peace 

Pagoda in Battersea Park, Rachel will be cycling for 75 miles, to celebrate Pax Christi’s 75th 

anniversary. More fundraisers are joining the fun. Please go to their website 

www.paxchristi.org.uk/register-you-interest/ for details on how you can sponsor them. 

 

Martyrology: Saturday 15 May is the 

commemoration of SS Isidore and his wife 

Turibia. Isidore, who died in about 1130, was a 

farmer who has become the patron of Madrid. 

He met and married Turibia and they had a son, 

Illan. One day little Illan fell into a deep well; all 

his parents could do was pray. The water in the 

well began to rise, and then the parents were 

easily able to rescue their floating baby. One 

story relates that Turibia always kept a pot of 

stew on the fireplace. She knew that Isidore 

would often bring home anyone who was hungry. One day he brought home more hungry 

people than usual. After she served many of them, Maria told him that there was no more 

stew in the pot. He insisted that she check the pot again, and she was able to spoon out 

enough stew to feed them all. SS Isidore and Turibia are patrons of farmers and models of 

Christian matrimony. In addition to his love of God and neighbour, Isidore was known for his 

kindness to and concern for animals. 

 

THE ABBEY VISITOR CENTRE: We are re-opening the shop on 

Thursdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., from Thursday 15 April. 

We cannot yet offer coffee and refreshments, but we will be open 

for cards, books and items of devotion.  

 

https://cafod.org.uk/Give
https://www.bigmarker.com/cafod/India-Emergency


 

Readings for the Sixth Sunday of Easter (B) 
First reading 

The pagans have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we have 

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to meet him, knelt at his feet and prostrated 

himself. But Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,’ he said ‘I am only a man after all!’ 

  Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does 

not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right 

is acceptable to him.’ 

  While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish believers 

who had accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit should be 

poured out on the pagans too, since they could hear them speaking strange languages and 

proclaiming the greatness of God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone refuse the water of 

baptism to these people, now they have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we have?’ He 

then gave orders for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged 

him to stay on for some days(Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48). 

 

Second reading   

Let us love one another, since love comes from God 

My dear people, 

let us love one another 

since love comes from God 

and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 

Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, 

because God is love. 

God’s love for us was revealed 

when God sent into the world his only Son 

so that we could have life through him; 

this is the love I mean: 

not our love for God, 

but God’s love for us when he sent his Son 

to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away (1 John 4:7-10). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: What would you do if Jesus walked into the room right now? Think for a moment. 

Would you rush towards him, welcome him and embrace him like an old friend? Would you start 

singing praises and rejoicing? Or would you feel a little uncomfortable, stare at the floor, perhaps fall 

on your knees and beg for his forgiveness. Will he be disappointed in you? Will he reject you because 

you have rejected him? Would it be better to keep a respectful distance? 

Well, today Jesus is really in the room with you, speaking the words of his Gospel – words he 

meant YOU to hear, as he told them to his disciples all those years ago. God has no favourites, 

because we are all his favourites. Hear the truth today, the truth of God’s immense love for you, and 

let it set you free from your doubts and hesitations, so that when Christ returns, you will jump up to 

welcome him like an old friend. 

   



You are my friends if you do what I 

command you 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘As the Father has loved me, 

so I have loved you. 

Remain in my love. 

If you keep my commandments 

you will remain in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and remain in his love. 

I have told you this 

so that my own joy may be in you 

and your joy be complete. 

This is my commandment: 

love one another, as I have loved you. 

A man can have no greater love 

than to lay down his life for his friends. 

You are my friends, 

if you do what I command you. 

I shall not call you servants any more, 

because a servant does not know 

his master’s business; 

I call you friends, 

because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 

You did not choose me: 

no, I chose you; 

and I commissioned you 

to go out and to bear fruit, 

fruit that will last; 

and then the Father will give you 

anything you ask him in my name. 

What I command you 

is to love one another’ (John 15:9-17) 

 

 

 

 


