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HILST WE RIGHTLY CREDIT St Dominic 

with the widespread development of the 

Rosary, devotion to the Blessed Virgin is evident 

from the early days of the Church. May is especially 

her month, and the Rosary is her powerful and 

beautiful prayer. It is Mary who gave us Our Saviour 

as man, and she continues, by God’s decree, to pour 

out grace and blessings on all who turn to her. In 

the coming weeks then, may we add to our daily 

prayers truly confident supplication and 

intercession for others. In the Gospel this Sunday, Jesus stresses the need for us to keep in 

close union with him. It is Our Lady’s principal work to bring all people to her Son. We 

actually can aid this great undertaking by our prayer, and be sure that she will be our protector 

and guide during these troubled times. In her appearance at Fatima, Mary promised that, if we 

pray the Rosary regularly, family life would be renewed and strengthened. She also promised 

Peace in the Word. It is her obedient consent that gives us the Prince of Peace, her Son, In a 

world weary with strife and sorrow, poverty and pain, may she become the Comforter of the 

afflicted and in the month beginning let us all entrust our needs, our families, our fears and 

hopes to her Immaculate Heart. Amen. 

Times for All Masses and Confessions:  

 Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

 Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

 Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 4.00 to 4.30 p.m. on Saturdays and from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in 

the Abbey Church. 

Mass has resumed at the Holy Ghost on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 09.45 a.m. 

Confessions are heard in the Holy Ghost after Mass on Saturdays. 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will remain in place 

for all those attending Mass and other services. 

 

Message from the Bishops of England and Wales: On the 22 April 

our Bishops sent out a message at the end of their week’s conference. 

First, they pay tribute to all in the Catholic community who have shown 

courage, generosity and understanding in the face of adversity this past 

year. Among the numerous groups they thank are our schools and those 

who have given time and energy to keep open our churches as havens 

of peace and prayer. ‘Churches up and down the land have realised the 

vision of Pope Francis that they be like village-wells where the thirsty 

come to drink in the midst of their journey; and centres of “constant 

missionary outreach.”’ The Bishops thank those who have used and 

developed new ways of communicating the faith and sacramental life of the Church. They 
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thank everyone who has participated in providing food to those in need; this expresses the 

mercy, love and compassion of God’s heart. 

The Bishops then look ahead to the challenges we face as we emerge from the pandemic. 

They draw attention to three groups:  

1. The fearful and weary, anxious about coming into the enclosed spaces of our churches; 

those who have simply lost the habit of coming to church. We must offer them 

personal contact, clear reassurance, and sensitive invitations.  

2. Those who will have reassessed their pattern of life and priorities. The practice of faith 

within the community of the Catholic Church may not be among those priorities. A 

gap may have opened up, or widened, between the spiritual dimension of their lives 

and any communal expression of that spiritual quest. They must be a particular focus 

and concern for our outreach.  

3. Those whom we might describe as the ‘Covid curious', those who have come into 

contact with the Catholic Church through our presence on the internet – a contact 

we may be able to develop through our continuing presence across diverse media 

platforms.  

The Bishops see that we have treasures from which to draw as we meet these challenges. 

They first mention schools, which they believe can indeed be bridges back to Church. We 

also need to continue and develop the new forms of outreach we have discovered during the 

pandemic. 

However, the Bishops rightly remind us that the greatest treasure is, of course, the 

sacramental life of the Church, and, pre-eminently, the Eucharist. It is the Eucharist, the 

celebration of the Mass, that makes the Church; and it is the Church, in the gift of the Holy 

Spirit, that makes the Eucharist. The Eucharist requires our active participation and, to be fully 

celebrated, our physical presence. At this moment we need to have in our sights the need to 

restore to its rightful centrality in our lives the Sunday Mass, encouraging each to take his or 

her place once again in the assembly of our brothers and sisters. Pope St John Paul II reminds 

us in the Encyclical Letter Dies Domini, that the Sabbath rest is nothing if not a call to remember 

the gift of God’s Creation. The Eucharist is indeed a celebration of the created world, called 

into life by the Eternal Word, for the bread and wine of the earth becomes the Body and 

Blood of Christ, who is that same Lord of all life. The Christ to whom we come so close in 

the Eucharist must be the foundation of our strivings, not least in the urgent task we face of 

caring for creation and our environment. Herein lies our treasure, enriching our relationship 

with Jesus and bringing together every aspect of our life and mission. You can find the full text 

of the letter at https://www.cbcew.org.uk  

 

“....Climate change is a global problem with serious implications... It 

represents one of the principal challenges facing humanity in our 

day...” Pope Francis 

This year, the eyes of the world are on the UK as we host two international meetings; theG7 

summit in June and the COP26 climate talks in November. Decisions taken at these meetings 

have the potential to affect the lives of millions of people across the world. The UK is in a 

unique position to show global leadership to tackle poverty, inequality and climate change. As 

Prime Minister, Boris Johnson must push world leaders to show the ambition to keep 

temperatures below the disastrous 1.5C threshold. As citizens we must also urge the Prime 



Minister to make sure that the communities hardest hit by the climate emergency, and who 

have done least to contribute to the problem, are listened to at COP26. Please sign our 

petition to the Prime Minister at cafod.org.uk/reclaim. 

Martyrology: Monday 3 May is the Feast of the English Martyrs. Of these 42 have been 

canonized and a further 242 beatified, but the number of those who died on the scaffold, 

perished in prison, or suffered harsh persecution for their faith in the course of a century and 

a half cannot be reckoned. They came from every walk of life. They inspire us with their 

constancy in faith and courage in the face of persecution. We ask them to pray for us. 

Next Sunday, 9 May, is the commemoration of St Isaiah 

the Prophet. He was sent in the 8th century BC to reveal God’s 

faithfulness and determination to save his sinful and unfaithful 

people and to show how the promise made to David would be 

fulfilled. According to tradition, he was martyred in the time of 

King Manasseh.  

 

 

Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

First reading   

Barnabas explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul on his journey 

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him: 

they could not believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge of him, 

introduced him to the apostles, and explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul and 

spoken to him on his journey, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of 

Jesus. Saul now started to go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name 

of the Lord. But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they became 

determined to kill him. When the brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent him 

off from there to Tarsus. 

  The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were now left in peace, building 

themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit 

(Acts 9:26-31). 

Second reading   

The commandment of faith and love 

My children, 

our love is not to be just words or mere talk, 

but something real and active; 

only by this can we be certain 

that we are children of the truth 

and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence, 

whatever accusations it may raise against us, 

because God is greater than our conscience and he knows everything. 

My dear people, 

if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, 
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we need not be afraid in God’s presence, 

and whatever we ask him, 

we shall receive, 

because we keep his commandments 

and live the kind of life that he wants. 

His commandments are these: 

that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and that we love one another 

as he told us to. 

Whoever keeps his commandments 

lives in God and God lives in him. 

We know that he lives in us 

by the Spirit that he has given us (1 John 3:18-24). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: ‘Should we take the shears to that laurel … Lop or top that elm? Those hazels need 

coppicing, but definitely not the rose!' 

Questions and remarks like these will be overheard in gardens, allotments and plots of every 

shade and size. The wish of every green-gloved gardener is to see their well-tended plants give rich 

fruits, abundant foliage and magnificent flowers. No quarrel-free task that – soil needs preparing, the 

right humus, light, warmth and water provided. Not in vain. Delights are constantly reaped, but the 

same questions bubble up again the following season. 

Whether you are an accountant, monk, arborist or other, I invite you, amid the humdrum 

concerns of our re-emerging lives, to allow yourself to ask ‘How about me? What do I need to provide 

my fruits? Do I sometimes feel that I need pruning in my outlook? Who is, what is, the source of my 

gifts, abilities and energy?  

We know the joy this answer gives! We have felt it in our lives and in what we do. Allow this 

truth to bear fruit in your lives as you pray with the Gospel of the Sunday that is coming. 

 

I am the vine, you are the branches 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vinedresser. 

Every branch in me that bears no fruit 

he cuts away, 

and every branch that does bear fruit 

he prunes to make it bear even more. 

You are pruned already, 

by means of the word that I have spoken to you. 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, 

but must remain part of the vine, 

neither can you unless you remain in me. 

I am the vine, 

you are the branches. 

Whoever remains in me, with me in him, 



bears fruit in plenty; 

for cut off from me you can do nothing. 

Anyone who does not remain in me 

is like a branch that has been thrown away – he withers; 

these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, 

and they are burnt. 

If you remain in me 

and my words remain in you, 

you may ask what you will 

and you shall get it. 

It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 

and then you will be my disciples’ (John 15:1-8). 

 

 


