
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (B) 
25 April 2021 

HIS SUNDAY is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. 
We will pray especially for vocations to the priesthood and 

to religious life, but we recognise that the fidelity of each one 
of us to our own vocation is the necessary seedbed in which 
such vocations can grow and flourish.  

In his message to mark the day, Pope Francis commends 
St Joseph to us as a model of Christian vocation. St Joseph has  
a father’s heart, and the purpose of a vocation is ‘to beget and 
renew lives every day’. The Pope finds that St Joseph suggests 
three key words for our own vocation from God: Dream, 
Service and Fidelity. Expressed in one phrase, our life’s dream 
is ‘to be loved’. To be loved, we must love, and St Joseph made of his life a gift.  

Dream: St Matthew’s Gospel tells us of four dreams that St Joseph had. Each one asked 
him to change his plans and take a risk. He did not disregard his dreams because a small 
indication was enough for his alert inner ear to recognise God’s voice. Amid the upheavals 
that accompanied Jesus’ birth and childhood, St Joseph found the courage to follow God’s will. 

Service: The Gospel shows that St Joseph lived entirely for others and never for himself. 
By freeing love from all possessiveness, he became open to an ever more fruitful service. 
Whatever our vocation, we must carry our gift of self to the point of sacrifice. Service for St 
Joseph was not just a high ideal, but was a rule for his daily life. He strove to find the place 
where Jesus could be born; he undertook long journeys to protect his family from Herod’s 
hostile power. ‘We could say that this was the outstretched hand of our heavenly Father 
reaching out to his Son on earth.’ 

Fidelity: St Joseph daily persevered in quietly serving God’s plan, knowing the value of 
constant fidelity to important decisions. St Joseph’s quiet perseverance did not make him a 
celebrity in his own day, but it has inspired the lives of countless Christians ever since. The 
first words spoken to St Joseph in a dream were ‘Do not be afraid’ (Matthew 1: 20). The Lord 
addresses these same words to us as, amid trials and misunderstandings, we give our lives to 
him.  

The Pope concludes by saying that this fidelity is the secret source of joy in the life of 
Christians who are true to their vocation, to faithful closeness to God and our neighbour. 
‘May St Joseph, protector of vocations, accompany you with his fatherly heart!’ 
 
Times for All Masses and Confessions:  

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 4.00 to 4.30 p.m. on Saturdays and from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in 
the Abbey Church. 

Mass has resumed at the Holy Ghost on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 09.45 a.m. 
Confessions are heard in the Holy Ghost after Mass on Saturdays. 
Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will remain in place 
for all those attending Mass and other services. 
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Healing Service: On Saturday 1 May at 2 p.m. there will an on-line healing service led by Fr Michael, 
which you can access by Youtube and Instagram on the Downside website. 
 
Thank you for your generous donations 
to CAFOD’s Family Fast Day during 
Lent. We featured Marian and her son 
Svondo in Zimbabwe in Lent 2018. The 
community vegetable garden that your 
donations helped provide is growing 
well and during the pandemic the family 
has survived on the vegetables. Your 
support has also helped to provide soap 
and handwashing stations in the garden 
and in family homes. This is just one of many long-term development projects that CAFOD 
has funded with the money from that Fast Day. Thank you for your steadfast support. 
 
Martyrology: Thursday 29 April is the Feast of St Catherine of Siena, Virgin, Doctor of the 
Church and one of the six Patrons of Europe. Catherine (c. 1333-1380) was the youngest of 
twenty or more children; her parents were dyers in Siena. She became a member of the 
Dominican Third Order. She devoted herself to prayer and penance and to helping the sick. 
As an ascetic and mystic, she contributed importantly to the return of the Papacy from 
Avignon to Rome, where she is buried. Here is a thought for us from St Catherine:  ‘All the 
way to heaven is heaven, because Jesus said, "I am the way.”’ 
Saturday 1 May is the Optional 
Memoria of St Joseph the Worker and 
the beginning of the month special to 
Our Lady. May devotions include the 
daily recitation of the rosary or 
crowning the statue of Mary. The 
crowning should inspire us to imitate 
Mary’s virtues in our day-to-day life. 
This year you could set up a prayer 
corner in your home, if you do not 
already have one. We need a good 
place and atmosphere for prayer, just as we do for sleeping or eating, and an icon or statue 
of Mary and Joseph will remind you that your home is a domestic church. 
 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Easter (B) 
First reading  
The name of Jesus Christ is the only name in which we can be saved 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said: ‘Rulers of the people, and elders! If you are questioning 
us today about an act of kindness to a cripple, and asking us how he was healed, then I am 
glad to tell you all, and would indeed be glad to tell the whole people of Israel, that it was by 
the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the one you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, by this name and by no other that this man is able to stand up perfectly healthy, here in 
your presence, today. This is the stone rejected by you the builders, but which has proved to 



be the keystone. For of all the names in the world given to men, this is the only one by which 
we can be saved’ (Acts 4:8-12). 
 
Second reading  
We shall be like God because we shall see him as he really is 
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 
by letting us be called God’s children; 
and that is what we are. 
Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 
therefore it does not acknowledge us. 
My dear people, we are already the children of God 
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; 
all we know is, that when it is revealed 
we shall be like him 
because we shall see him as he really is (1 John 3:1-2). 
 
Gospel  
The good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his sheep 
Jesus said: 
‘I am the good shepherd: 
the good shepherd is one who lays down his life 
for his sheep. 
The hired man, since he is not the shepherd 
and the sheep do not belong to him, 
abandons the sheep and runs away 
as soon as he sees a wolf coming, 
and then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; 
this is because he is only a hired man 
and has no concern for the sheep. 
‘I am the good shepherd; 
I know my own 
and my own know me, 
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; 
and I lay down my life for my sheep. 
And there are other sheep I have 
that are not of this fold, 
and these I have to lead as well. 
They too will listen to my voice, 
and there will be only one flock, 
and one shepherd. 
‘The Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life 
in order to take it up again. 
No one takes it from me; 
I lay it down of my own free will, 
and as it is in my power to lay it down, 
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so it is in my power to take it up again; 
and this is the command I have been given by my Father’ (John 10:11-18). 
 
 


