
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY (THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER) 
11 April 2021 

ODAY WE ADJUST the focus of our Easter 

celebrations to meditate upon the loving mercy of 

our Lord and Saviour. He loves us, he cares for us 

and about us. He knows our sins and failings, and he is 

compassion and love. Let us then entrust ourselves to his mercy, no matter how far we may 

have strayed from him. The Scriptures so frequently emphasize the steadfast love of the Lord 

of Hosts: ‘His love endures for ever.’ Besides, you and I are called urgently to seek God’s 

mercy on behalf of all those who feel no need, or who do not dare to hope. And so many in 

our world still know little or nothing even about the existence of God. For them it is a harsh 

and lonely life, and they must struggle on alone. It is in this darkness and despondency that 

the evil one wishes to imprison us. Without our realising, we are in a sort of bondage, and 

even Christians may be drawn in. 

 Now it is essential in this holy Eastertide to reject Satan, as the Vigil’s renewal of our 

baptismal promises commands. Let us place our trust, for all our needs and fears, in God’s 

providence. He hears every prayer we utter or simply think; and he has an answer, the best 

answer to all of them. This special feast came to us through two great Polish saints: St Faustina 

and St John Paul II. May they pray for us today. 

Dom Michael 

 

Times for All Masses:  

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 

Mass will not be said in the Church of the Holy Ghost in Midsomer Norton until further notice. The 

Holy Ghost will remain open for private prayer on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 09.30 a.m. until 

11.00 a.m. 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will remain in place 

for all those attending Mass and other services. 

 

Message from the Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: You will be delighted to 

know how many people were at each service: 

Maundy Thursday 66 

Good Friday  125 

Easter Vigil  103 

Sunday 9.30  66 

Sunday 11.00  163 

TOTAL  523 

We received many comments about how pleased people were with the arrangements and 

how they felt things were conducted safely. Special thanks are due to all our stewards, who 

drew people together by their friendliness and politeness. 

Also a big thank you to the Abbot and the monks for some beautiful services. They 

were very spiritual and very moving. 

Well done to all. Now for a rest! 

Happy Easter (Christ is Risen!) 

Peter Beaven 

T 



Triduum Collections: 

• Maundy Thursday  £64. 65p. 

• Good Friday   £467. 56p. (Holy Places & Christians in the Holy Land) 

• Vigil    £409. 73p. 

• Masses on Easter Day  £721. 68p. 

The Abbot and Monastic Community are grateful to the parishioners for their generosity and 

for all the work they put in to ensuring that we were able to celebrate Easter together so 

joyfully. Special thanks are due to those who read and served, to our splendid choir and to 

our young organist. 

Our prayers are asked for Frances Avis, who died on April 4, and for her family, that they 

may be consoled in their loss. 

Please pray for Philip Colbourne, who is unwell and will be glad of our prayerful support. 

Martyrology: Monday 12 April is the Feast of St 

Teresita de Los Andes. Juana Fernandez Solar was 

born in Santiago in Chile in 1900. When she was 18, 

she entered the novitiate of the Discalced Carmelites 

in Los Andes and was given the name Teresa of Jesus. 

Towards the end of her life, which she believed 

would be short, she began an apostolate of letter 

writing. She contracted typhus, which was diagnosed 

as fatal. She may, in fact, have caught the Spanish ’flu, 

which was devastating Chile at that time. She was given the grace of certainty that her mission 

to make God known and loved would continue in eternity. She died on 12th April 1920. Both 

Dom Michael and Dom Leo have been privileged to visit her shrine in Chile. It is moving to 

see crowds of people coming every day to lay flowers at her tomb. 

THE ABBEY VISITOR CENTRE: We are re-opening the shop on 

Thursdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., from Thursday 15 April. We 

cannot yet offer coffee and refreshments, but we will be open for 

cards, books and items of devotion.  

 

 

Mass Readings for Divine Mercy Sunday 
First reading   

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul 

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one claimed for his own use 

anything that he had, as everything they owned was held in common. 

  The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power, 

and they were all given great respect. 

  None of their members was ever in want, as all those who owned land or houses would sell 

them, and bring the money from them, to present it to the apostles; it was then distributed 

to any members who might be in need (Acts 4:32-35). 

 



Second reading   

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has already overcome the world 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ 

has been begotten by God; 

and whoever loves the Father that begot him 

loves the child whom he begets. 

We can be sure that we love God’s children 

if we love God himself and do what he has commanded us; 

this is what loving God is – 

keeping his commandments; 

and his commandments are not difficult, 

because anyone who has been begotten by God 

has already overcome the world; 

this is the victory over the world – 

our faith. 

Who can overcome the world? 

Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God: 

Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, 

not with water only, 

but with water and blood; 

with the Spirit as another witness – 

since the Spirit is the truth (1 John 5:1-6). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: ‘Happy are those who have not seen yet believe.’ 

It is unbelievable –  isn’t it? – that God gave his only Son, who gave his life to save us and to give us 

eternal life with Him. Do you have doubts, struggles and difficulties? Do you ask questions? Yes, of 

course, we all do; it is quite natural and healthy, providing we wish to grow in our love for the Lord 

and to grow closer to God. It is what we do about our doubts that is important. 

Loving God is keeping his commandments. Not so easy, some of us say. We have to try, to 

hope and trust in God. Our relationship with Him can grow if we persevere, but it does take time and 

effort.  Listening with an open heart is the key to this growth of love for God and our neighbours. 

Jesus continually offers his unconditional love to each one of us. Keep going and don’t give up!  

 

Eight days later, Jesus came again and stood among them 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room 

where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to 

them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled 

with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 

‘As the Father sent me, 

so am I sending you.’ 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 

For those whose sins you forgive, 

they are forgiven; 

for those whose sins you retain, 



they are retained.’ 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the 

Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 

When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, 

he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails 

made in his hands and can put my finger into the 

holes they made, and unless I can put my hand 

into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later 

the disciples were in the house again and Thomas 

was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus 

came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with 

you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your 

finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me 

your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer 

but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my 

God!’ Jesus said to him: 

‘You believe because you can see me. 

Happy are those who have not seen and yet 

believe.’ 

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not 

recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name (John 20:19-31). 

Duccio di Buoninsegna, a panel from his Maestà  

(1308-1311) 


