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HIS PASCHAL NEWSLETTER covers Holy Week and the Octave of Easter. The next 
issue will therefore be for the Third Sunday of Easter, 18 April. As we look forward to 

Paschaltide, we can take as a wonderful prayer the Victimae Paschali Laudes. 

Christians, to the Paschal Victim 
offer sacrifice and praise. 
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 
and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 
 
Death with life contended: combat 
strangely ended! 
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to 
reign. 
 
Tell us, Mary: say 
what thou didst see upon the way. 

The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ’s glory as He rose! 
 
The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. 
 
Christ, my hope, has risen: 
He goes before you into Galilee. 
 
That Christ is truly risen 
from the dead we know. 
Victorious King, Thy mercy show! 
Amen. Alleluia. 

 
This prayer is a Sequence, written to 
be sung before the Gospel during the 
Easter Octave. We are not certain 
who wrote it but it is usually 
attributed to the 11th-century Wipo 
of Burgundy, chaplain to Holy Roman 
Emperor Conrad II. Before the 
Council of Trent, many feasts had 
their Sequences and there were 
some sixteen different Sequences for 
Easter. In the missal of 1570 a verse 
that was disparaging to the Jews was 
removed and the words ‘He goes before his disciples into Galilee’ changed to ‘He goes before 
you into Galilee’, thus drawing us into the experience of the disciples who first heard the 
news of the Resurrection brought to them by Mary Magdalene. This Sequence is the fruit of 
prolonged and prayerful reflection on the events of Jesus’ Passover as recounted in the 
Gospels; it can guide us into our own deeper experience of Christ’s Resurrection and its 
meaning in our life. 
 
Special Palm Sunday Arrangements: The Commemoration 
of the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem will be celebrated inside the 
Abbey Church. There will not therefore be a procession. The 
Priest will proclaim the Gospel of the Lord’s Entry into 
Jerusalem. After the Gospel, the Mass continues with 
the Collect. The Priest will read the shorter form of the Passion from the Gospel of St Mark. 
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At the point where we traditionally kneel after the words ‘But Jesus gave a loud cry and 
breathed his last’, we will instead bow. The stewards will distribute the blessed palm branches 
for you as you leave the Church. 
 
Times for All Masses:  

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 
Mass will not be said in the Church of the Holy Ghost in Midsomer Norton until further notice. The 
Holy Ghost will remain open for private prayer on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 09.30 a.m. until 
11.00 a.m. 
Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will remain in place 
for all those attending Mass and other services. 
 

The Easter Timetable: All the services of the Holy Week 
Liturgy will be celebrated in the Abbey Church as follows: 

1 April, Maundy Thursday   
6 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper  

2 April, Good Friday  
3 p.m. Friday of the Passion of the Lord  

3 April, Holy Saturday  
8 p.m. The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  

4 April, Easter Day  
9.30 a.m. Mass during the Day (combined with the Mass 

of the Monastic Community) 
11 a.m. Mass during the Day 

Please book your place so that everyone who wishes to attend can be kept safe. 
You can book now. Just email downsideparish@gmail.com to request your place. Make sure 
you include which Services you want to attend and the names of everyone in your party. The 
maximum for a Bubble is six. Your request will be confirmed by email and a ticket sent to 
you. If you know anyone who wishes to come to the Holy Week and Easter services who 
does not receive this Newsletter, please help by getting in touch with them and letting them 
know what they need to do. 

Peter Beaven 
 
In addition, because we cannot offer our normal retreat, we will be offering the following 
activities for Holy Week on Zoom (See below): 
 
Good Friday: Online Reconciliation and adoration of the relic of the True Cross, 8 p.m. We cannot 
offer sacramental absolution, but there will be an opportunity for an examination of 
conscience, an act of contrition, and a prayer of blessing before a time of adoration of 
Downside’s relic of the True Cross. Dom Michael and Dom Leo will lead this service. 
 
 
 



Holy Saturday:  
Conference, 11 a.m.  ‘From Darkness to Light – a journey through the Triduum in a time of 
pandemic’, by Fr John Tabor, Priest of the Diocese of Westminster. An opportunity for 
questions with Fr John and Dom Leo will follow.   
Online Healing Service 2 p.m. led by Dom Michael 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/98272555256?pwd=VVJEMzhId0dYcHhkMXg1L2E4YU5xUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 982 7255 5256 
Passcode: xwWKn5 
 
Further Resources for Holy Week: 
Although we are delighted to be able to celebrate the Liturgy of the Triduum publicly in the 
Abbey Church, it will not be possible this year to celebrate the Liturgy of the Hours publicly 
or to host a residential retreat at Downside. 

We are therefore pleased to announce that The Weave of Manquehue Prayer are 
offering the following resources that will help us to pray together before, during and after the 
Triduum. 

Get off to a great start on Saturday 27 March at 6 p.m. Join a streamed Vespers that 
will include an exhortation to mark the beginning of Holy Week. 

During the Triduum, you can join the Liturgy of the Hours on Discord, celebrated by 
a group of young people from The Weave of Manquehue Prayer. 
 

You can request a booklet in the post to arrive at the beginning of Holy Week that will 
include:  

 Times of the Liturgy of the Hours on Discord 
 A brief guide to the Liturgy of each day 
 A Lectio Divina activity for each day 
 Another activity for local groups or families for each day 
 An invitation to an online Celebration of the Word at 6 p.m. on Saturday within the 

Octave of Easter, 10 April 
You will find the links to these further resources and to the sign-up form to order your 
booklet here from 15 March onwards: https://www.weaveofmanquehue.org/live-links 

Please remember in your prayers William Eddie Black, who died on 6 March and whose funeral 
was held on 23 March. May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 

Martyrology: Sunday 11 April is Divine Mercy Sunday. This Feast was 
appointed for the Universal Church by Pope St John Paul II in 2000 at the 
canonization of St Faustina Kowalska. St Faustina was blessed with revelations 
of God’s mercy that help us understand that God’s love is unlimited and available 
to everyone – especially the greatest sinners. She died in 1938, having foreseen 
that ‘there will be a war, a terrible, terrible war’. St Faustina encouraged us to 
pray ‘to obtain mercy, to trust in Christ's mercy and to show mercy to others’. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/98272555256?pwd=VVJEMzhId0dYcHhkMXg1L2E4YU5xUT09
https://www.weaveofmanquehue.org/live-links


Readings for Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
This Sunday we print here the Gospel used for the Lord’s entry into Jerusalem and not the Passion 
according to Mark, which you will hear read on Sunday. 
 
First reading   
I did not cover my face against insult: I know I shall not be shamed 
The Lord has given me 
a disciple’s tongue. 
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 
he provides me with speech. 
Each morning he wakes me to hear, 
to listen like a disciple. 
The Lord has opened my ear. 
For my part, I made no resistance, 
neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, 
my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 
I did not cover my face 
against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, 
so that I am untouched by the insults. 
So, too, I set my face like flint; 
I know I shall not be shamed (Isaiah 50:4-7). 
 
Second reading 
Christ humbled himself but God raised him high 
His state was divine, 
yet Christ Jesus did not cling 
to his equality with God 
but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave 
and became as men are; 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:6-11). 
 



Gospel   
Motivation: As you listen to the Gospel of this day, I invite you to pay special attention to the people 
who take part in this event:  to the disciples sent out on a mysterious errand, to the men who question 
them, to the people spreading their cloaks and acclaiming him, some going in front of the Lord, others 
following. Surely, there were also some unmentioned bystanders, simply watching. Lastly, why not? 
there is the donkey carrying the Lord.  As the Lord comes this Easter into the Holy City – yourself, 
your community, the Church – Where are you? Which of these is you? 
 
Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord. 
When they drew near to Jerusalem, to 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two of his disciples, and said to them, 
‘Go into the village opposite you, and 
immediately as you enter it you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever sat; untie it and 
bring it. If anyone says to you, “Why are you 
doing this?” say, “The Lord has need of it and 
will send it back here immediately.”’ 

And they went away, and found a colt 
tied at the door out in the open street; and they 
untied it. And those who stood there said to 
them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ 
And they told them what Jesus had said; and 
they let them go. And they brought the colt to Jesus, and threw their garments on it; and he 
sat upon it. And many spread their garments on the road, and others spread leafy branches 
which they had cut from the fields. And those who went before and those who followed cried 
out, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of 
our father David that is coming! Hosanna in the highest!’ (Mark 11:1-10) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mosaic from Monreale in Sicily, 12 century 


