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HIS THURSDAY, March 25, is the Solemnity of the Annunciation 
of the Lord. In England, which has long been a conservative 
country, it was, until 1752, the day on which the New Year began. 
France, by contrast, had changed to 1st January in 1564. Why was 
March 25 so important? In the early Church, martyrs were 
celebrated on the anniversary day of their martyrdom, which was 
seen as their birthday into eternal life. Christ, as King of the 
Martyrs, also had his day, which was the day of his crucifixion. 
Obviously, this was closely linked to the Jewish festival of the 
Passover. Once the Christian and Jewish communities separated, 
Christians had to decide which day to choose to commemorate 
Jesus’ martyrdom. In contrast with the other martyrs, however, 
they celebrated Jesus’ death and resurrection every Sunday. The 
day of a martyr’s death was also a celebration of the whole of his 
(and often her) life. But with Jesus it soon came to be seen that 

there was too much to commemorate in one day a year. When you reflect on the Easter 
Triduum, you will see that the strange word ‘Triduum’ is a term to describe three days, packed 
with action, that were originally recalled on a single day. The usual prayers marking the 
beginning and end of services are not said on those days until ‘Ite, missa est. Alleluia, Alleluia!’ 
is sung at the end of the Easter Vigil. Gradually, still other days were designated to celebrate 
key moments in Jesus’ life, such as his birthday. It was early believed that the crucifixion had 
occurred on the anniversary of the day the Angel Gabriel brought the message to Mary that 
she was to be the mother of Jesus. It was the decision to celebrate the Annunciation on 25 
March that settled the date of the Nativity as 25 December rather that a desire to Christianize 
the midwinter pagan Saturnalia. Christians noted many links between the joyful events of Jesus’ 
birth and early life and the sorrow of his Passion and Death. A vivid pictorial representation 
of this is the so-called Lily Crucifix, an example of which appears at the beginning of our 
editorial. Reflection on these points helps us to see that the Annunciation is not an intrusion 
into the last days of Lent, but a closely related aspect of the mystery of our Redemption that 
we will soon be celebrating at Easter. 

 
Times for All Masses:  

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 
Mass will not be said in the Church of the Holy Ghost in Midsomer Norton until further notice. The 
Holy Ghost will remain open for private prayer on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 09.30 a.m. until 
11.00 a.m. 
Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will remain in place 
for all those attending Mass and other services. 
 

Lily Crucifix from Godshill parish 
church, Isle of Wight (c. 1450) 



The Easter Timetable: All the services of the Holy Week 
Liturgy will be celebrated in the Abbey Church as follows: 

1 April, Maundy Thursday   
6 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper  

2 April, Good Friday  
3 p.m. Friday of the Passion of the Lord  

3 April, Holy Saturday  
8 p.m. The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  

4 April, Easter Day  
9.30 a.m. Mass during the Day (combined with the Mass 

of the Monastic Community) 
11 a.m. Mass during the Day 

Please book your place so that everyone who wishes to attend can be kept safe. 
You can book now. Just email downsideparish@gmail.com to request your place. Make sure 
you include which Services you want to attend and the names of everyone in your party. The 
maximum for a Bubble is six. Your request will be confirmed by email and a ticket sent to 
you. If you know anyone who wishes to come to the Holy Week and Easter services who 
does not receive this Newsletter, please help by getting in touch with them and letting them 
know what they need to do. 

Peter Beaven 
 
In addition, because we cannot offer our normal retreat, we will be offering the following 
activities for Holy Week on Zoom (See below): 
 
Good Friday: Online Reconciliation and adoration of the relic of the True Cross, 8 p.m. We cannot 
offer sacramental absolution, but there will be an opportunity for an examination of 
conscience, an act of contrition, and a prayer of blessing before a time of adoration of 
Downside’s relic of the True Cross. Dom Michael and Dom Leo will lead this service. 
 
Holy Saturday:  
Conference, 11 a.m.  ‘From Darkness to Light – a journey through the Triduum in a time of 
pandemic’, by Fr John Tabor, Priest of the Archdiocese of Westminster. An opportunity for 
questions with Fr John and Dom Leo will follow.   
Online Healing Service 2 p.m. led by Dom Michael 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/98272555256?pwd=VVJEMzhId0dYcHhkMXg1L2E4YU5xUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 982 7255 5256 
Passcode: xwWKn5 
 
Further Resources for Holy Week: 
Although we are delighted to be able to celebrate the Liturgy of the Triduum publicly in the 
Abbey Church, it will not be possible this year to celebrate the Liturgy of the Hours publicly 
or to host a residential retreat at Downside. 

https://zoom.us/j/98272555256?pwd=VVJEMzhId0dYcHhkMXg1L2E4YU5xUT09


We are therefore pleased to announce that The Weave of Manquehue Prayer are 
offering the following resources that will help us to pray together before, during and after the 
Triduum. 

Get off to a great start on Saturday 27 March at 6 p.m. Join a streamed Vespers that 
will include an exhortation to mark the beginning of Holy Week. 

During the Triduum, you can join the Liturgy of the Hours on Discord, celebrated by 
a group of young people from The Weave of Manquehue Prayer. 
 

You can request a booklet in the post to arrive at the beginning of Holy Week that will 
include:  

 Times of the Liturgy of the Hours on Discord 
 A brief guide to the Liturgy of each day 
 A Lectio Divina activity for each day 
 Another activity for local groups or families for each day 
 An invitation to an online Celebration of the Word at 6 p.m. on Saturday within the 

Octave of Easter, 10 April 
You will find the links to these further resources and to the sign-up form to order your 
booklet here from 15 March onwards: https://www.weaveofmanquehue.org/live-links 

Day of Special Prayer for Victims of Sexual Abuse:  Friday 26th March is the day 
appointed by our diocese for prayer for survivors of sexual abuse. The following prayer was 
composed by a person who suffered abuse so that it could be shared in parishes:   

Lord, we are so sorry 
for what some of us did to your children: 
treated them so cruelly, 
especially in their hour of need. 
We have left them with a lifelong suffering. 
This was not your plan for them or us. 
Please help us to help them. 
Guide us, Lord, Amen. 
 
Let us offer up our own prayers of sorrow on this Friday before Good Friday, asking for 
forgiveness and healing. 
 
Martyrology: Monday 22nd March is the Solemnity of the Passing of St 
Benedict. This year we hope to be able to celebrate St Benedict’s other 
Feast, July 11, with more festivity. March 23 is the feast of St Rebecca de 
Himlaya, about whom we know little in this country. She joined the 
Lebanese Order of the Maronites of St Antony, and suffered 30 years of 
blindness and ultimately extreme weakness and pain. She saw in this her 
participation in the suffering of Christ and spent her life in prayer and 
simple tasks for the community. She died on 23 March 1914 and was 
canonized by Pope St John Paul II. 

 

 

St Rebecca de 
Himlaya 

https://www.weaveofmanquehue.org/live-links


Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Lent (B) 
First reading 
I will write my Law in their hearts 
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will make a new covenant with 
the House of Israel (and the House of Judah), but not a covenant like the one I made with 
their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. 
They broke that covenant of mine, so I had to show them who was master. It is the Lord who 
speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel when those days arrive 
– it is the Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. 
Then I will be their God and they shall be my people. There will be no further need for 
neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ 
No, they will all know me, the least no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who speaks – 
since I will forgive their iniquity and never call their sin to mind (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 
 
Second reading   
He learned to obey and he became the source of eternal salvation 
During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to 
the one who had the power to save him out of death, and he submitted so humbly that his 
prayer was heard. Although he was Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but having been 
made perfect, he became for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation  
(Hebrews 5:7-9). 
 
Gospel 
Motivation: In this Gospel, we see how the Father goes out to encourage and comfort his Son as 
he prepares for his passion. If we look carefully at the beginning and the end of the passage, we 
discover how we too can participate in this experience of intimacy between Jesus and his Father. The 
Greeks represent all of us who want to see Jesus. The Lord Jesus speaks to Philip and Andrew in 
answer to that desire to see him. Jesus now invites us to see him by entering with him into our own 
passion, so that, with Jesus, we can rejoice together in the glory of the Father. 

If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich harvest 
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. These approached 
Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like 
to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. 
Jesus replied to them: 
‘Now the hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified.  
I tell you, most solemnly, 
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and 
dies, 
it remains only a single grain; 
but if it dies, 
it yields a rich harvest. 
Anyone who loves his life loses it; 
anyone who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for the eternal life. 



If a man serves me, he must follow me, 
wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. 
Now my soul is troubled. 
What shall I say: 
Father, save me from this hour? 
But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name!’ 
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ People standing by, 
who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this voice came, but for yours. 
‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; 
now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. 
And when I am lifted up from the earth, 
I shall draw all men to myself.’ 
By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die (John 12:20-33). 


