
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT (B) 
7 March 2021 

 

N SATURDAY 13 March 2021 at 2 p.m. it is our hope 

that Abbot Nicholas will be blessed by Bishop Declan in 

the Abbey Church. This will be the third attempt, and we pray 

that it will prove third time lucky. Abbot Nicholas became 

Abbot on the day of his election, 26 August 2020. However, 

the Blessing of the Abbot by the local Bishop, described in the 

Rule of the Master and probably alluded to in the Rule of St 

Benedict, is certainly an ancient custom. During the Mass, 

Bishop Declan will examine the new Abbot as to his intentions 

and adherence to orthodox belief and teaching. He will then 

invoke a solemn blessing upon the Abbot to confirm him by grace to the charism of his 

ministry. He invests him with the pontifical insignia of office: the ring, mitre, and crosier. In 

doing so, the Bishop renews and confirms the bond of communion between the monastic 

community and the local church. 

St. Benedict states that, as head of the monastic community, the Abbot stands in the 

place of Christ. He thus fulfils a three-fold office of spiritual father, teacher, and steward. 

Please add your special prayers for Abbot Nicholas and for the monks of the Community of 

St Gregory the Great at Downside on this important day. Below you will find a message to 

our Parish from Abbot Nicholas about his Blessing. 

 

Abbatial Blessing: We have decided to go ahead with the Blessing at Mass on Saturday 

13th March, at 2 p.m., rather than seeking yet a further postponement. We are aware that we 

cannot formally invite anyone to this service as we still in a state of lockdown. However, you 

are very welcome to attend, as the Abbey Church is open for services to those who live or 

work locally.  It will be a very simple and quiet affair, presided over by the Bishop of Clifton, 

and the usual COVID regulations for Places of Worship will be in place. Obviously, there will 

be no celebration or gathering after the event, but we hope to arrange something appropriate 

later in the year.  

Abbot Nicholas 

 

 

Times for All Masses:  

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 

Mass will not be said in the Church of the Holy Ghost in Midsomer Norton until further notice. The 

Holy Ghost will remain open for private prayer on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 09.30 a.m. until 

11.00 a.m. 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will remain in place 

for all those attending Mass and other services. 

 

O 



The Easter Timetable: All the services of the Holy Week Liturgy will be celebrated in 

the Abbey Church as follows: 

1 April, Maundy Thursday   
6 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper  

2 April, Good Friday  
3 p.m. Friday of the Passion of the Lord  

3 April, Holy Saturday  
8 p.m. The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  

4 April, Easter Day  

9.30 a.m. Mass during the Day (combined with the Mass of the Monastic 

Community) 

11 a.m. Mass during the Day 

Please book your place so that everyone who wishes to attend can be kept safe. 

You can book now. Just email downsideparish@gmail.com to request your place. Make sure 

you include which Services you want to attend and the names of everyone in your party. The 

maximum for a Bubble is six. Your request will be confirmed by email and a ticket sent to 

you. If you know anyone who wishes to come to the Holy Week and Easter services who 

does not receive this Newsletter, please help by getting in touch with them and letting them 

know what they need to do. 

Peter Beaven 

 

Healing Service: On Saturday 6 March at 2 p.m. there will an on-line healing service led by 

Fr Michael, which you can access by Youtube and Instagram on the Downside website. 

 

Martyrology: Tuesday 9 March is the Optional 

Commemoration of St Frances of Rome, patron of Benedictine 

Oblates. Married very young, she enjoyed forty years of 

married life. During a time of flood and famine, she turned part 

of the family's country estate into a hospital and distributed 

food and clothing to the poor. According to one account, her 

father-in-law was so angry that he took away from her the keys 

to the supply rooms; but gave them back when he saw that the 

corn bin and wine barrel were replenished after Frances 

finished praying. Her married life was happy, but beset by 

troubles. Once their son Battista was to be delivered as a 

hostage to the commander of the Neapolitan troops. Obeying 

this order on the command of her spiritual director, Frances 

took her son to the Campidoglio. On the way, she stopped in 

the Church of the Aracoeli and entrusted her son’s life to the 

Blessed Mother. When they arrived at the appointed site, the 

soldiers tried to put her son on a horse to transport him to 

captivity. However, the horse refused to move despite heavy whipping. The soldiers saw the 

hand of God in this and returned the boy to his mother. When her husband died of wounds 

he had received in defence of the Pope, Frances lived under the Rule of St Benedict in a 

community of Oblates, whom she had gathered in Rome.  

St Frances of Rome Giving Alms 

by Baciccio 1639-1709 



Readings for the Third Sunday of Lent (B) 
 

First reading  

The Law given at Sinai 

God spoke all these words. He said, ‘I 

am the Lord your God who brought you 

out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

of slavery. 

‘You shall have no gods except me. 

‘You shall not make yourself a carved 

image or any likeness of anything in 

heaven or on earth beneath or in the 

waters under the earth; you shall not 

bow down to them or serve them. For 

I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God 

and I punish the father’s fault in the sons, 

the grandsons, and the great-grandsons 

of those who hate me; but I show kindness to thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

‘You shall not utter the name of the Lord your God to misuse it, for the Lord will not leave 

unpunished the man who utters his name to misuse it. 

‘Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your 

work, but the seventh day is a sabbath for the Lord your God. You shall do no work that day, 

neither you nor your son nor your daughter nor your servants, men or women, nor your 

animals nor the stranger who lives with you. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and 

the earth and the sea and all that these hold, but on the seventh day he rested; that is why 

the Lord has blessed the sabbath day and made it sacred. 

‘Honour your father and your mother so that you may have a long life in the land that the 

Lord your God has given to you. 

‘You shall not kill. 

‘You shall not commit adultery. 

‘You shall not steal. 

‘You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

‘You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or 

his servant, man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is his’ (Exodus 20:1-17). 

 

Second reading 

The crucified Christ, the power and wisdom of God 

While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look for wisdom, here are we preaching a 

crucified Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over, to the pagans madness, 

but to those who have been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the 

power and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength (1 Corinthians 1:22-25). 

 

Mount Sinai with the monastery of St Catherine at its foot 



Gospel 

Motivation: In this Gospel, we will see something most unusual, the Lord full of anger, shouting 

and even using physical force against something he believes is wrong. What is this? What has 

happened to him? Be very attentive to the many details and insights that the apostle John shares with 

you in this passage; he gives us answers and clues to this outburst of Jesus. The Lord knows our heart, 

everything is in view for him, and he burns with zeal for us, because he is a God of love. The Song of 

Songs reads; ‘For love is as strong as death … The flames of love are flames of fire, a blaze that 

comes from the Lord’ (Song of Songs 8: 6). Perhaps this Gospel passage does not mention the word 

‘love’, but, to me, that is what it is all about. I invite you to be a passive recipient of this passage and 

to let it strike you with all it has. The Lord is going to reveal something of himself to you. Listen. 

Destroy this sanctuary and in three days I will raise it up 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up 

to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found 

people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, 

and the money-changers sitting at their 

counters there. Making a whip out of some 

cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, 

cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money-

changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and 

said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out of 

here and stop turning my Father’s house into 

a market.’ Then his disciples remembered the 

words of scripture: Zeal for your house will 

devour me. The Jews intervened and said, 

‘What sign can you show us to justify what 

you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this 

sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 

The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you going to raise it 

up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus 

rose from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 

scripture and the words he had said. 

During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many believed in his name when they 

saw the signs that he gave, but Jesus knew them all and did not trust himself to them; he never 

needed evidence about any man; he could tell what a man had in him (John 2:13-25). 

 

Jesus and the Money Changers by Giotto (1304-06) 


