
Second Sunday of Lent (B) 
28 February 2021 

HE MYSTERIOUS EVENT of the Transfiguration allows the Apostles, and ourselves also, 
to see who Jesus truly is. The Divine Redeemer of Mankind is shown in glory. Let us 

rejoice and be glad. In Lent we are invited to imitate the chosen three disciples; to turn from 
worldly cares for a little and to climb the mountain of our life to meet Jesus. It is a preparation 
for our work, and after our time of prayer and retreat, we have to go back to the world to 
proclaim the Gospel: to say that Jesus is Lord, to say that he wishes to help us. Lent for each 
of us must be a time of action; we must not allow ourselves simply to drift on the grounds 
that we cannot do anything in this unusually difficult time. The evil one would like us to think 
that he has won and that our attempts to resist are hopeless. Today’s second reading shows 
us St Paul at his best. He firmly denies and rejects the feelings of despondency and issues a 
wonderful challenge. In the face of God’s almighty love and power, what feeble and wretched 
opponents dare to confront us? Their accusations of our weakness and sinfulness are true – 
so what then? God is on our side and we entrust ourselves to his merciful love. We speak to 
an anxious world with a sense of urgency: only God is the solution to our deepest longings. 
Repent and return to the Lord. 

Dom Michael Clothier 
Times for All Masses:  

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 
Mass will not be said in the Church of the Holy Ghost in Midsomer Norton until further notice. The 
Holy Ghost will remain open for private prayer on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 09.30 a.m. until 
11.00 a.m. 
Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will remain in place 
for all those attending Mass and other services. 
 

The Easter Timetable: All the services of the Holy Week Liturgy will be celebrated in 
the Abbey Church as follows: 

1 April, Maundy Thursday   
6 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper  

2 April, Good Friday  
3 p.m. Friday of the Passion of the Lord  

3 April, Holy Saturday  
8 p.m. The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  

4 April, Easter Day  
9.30 a.m. Mass during the Day (combined with the Mass of the Monastic 

Community) 
11 a.m. Mass during the Day 

Please book your place so that everyone who wishes to attend can be kept safe. 
You can book now. Just email downsideparish@gmail.com to request your place. Make sure 
you include which Services you want to attend and the names of everyone in your party. 

T 



The maximum for a Bubble is six. Your request will be confirmed by email and a ticket sent 
to you. If you know anyone who wishes to come to the Holy Week and Easter services who 
does not receive this Newsletter, please help by getting in touch with them and letting them 
know what they need to do. 

Peter Beaven 
 

CAFOD Family Fast Day: This Lent CAFOD’s Family Fast Day falls on Friday 26 February. 
CAFOD is inviting us to pray, fast and give help to people like Abdella. Abdella lives in an 
extremely remote and mountainous part of Ethiopia. It takes him ten hours a day to collect 
water. He says ‘I am wasting my life. I am a young man; I should be doing something else.’ You 
can find out more about Abdella in Walk for Water, just below; click on the link provided. 

Your gifts today will help vulnerable communities around the world have access to 
clean water and provide other vital support. You can donate online at cafod.org.uk/give or in 
the second collection plate next week, Saturday and Sunday 27 and 28 February. You can also 
give via text. Text LENT to 70460 to donate £10.* 

*Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message and you’ll be opting in to hear more 
about our work and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If you would like to give £10 but do 
not wish to receive marketing communications, text LENTNOINFO to 70460. For more 
information, please see our Privacy Policy: cafod.org.uk/Legal-information/Privacy-notice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To learn more about Abdella and to discover an active Lent challenge that you may be able 
to meet, go to:   

 
Walk for Water | CAFOD 

 

Food Bank: The warehouse has continued to be well stocked throughout the pandemic and 
we still have plentiful supplies of most items, apart from the following:  

MARCH NEEDS: Corned beef, Fish – tuna & salmon, Fruit juice, Instant mash, Jam, Milk 
powder, Milk – UHT, Puddings, Sauces, Cat food, Multi-purpose cleaner, Shampoo, Shower 
gel, Washing-up liquid. We are pleased to report that we have received a large donation of 
Easter Eggs and therefore will not need any more this year. Thank you for your constant 
support. 

Martyrology: Monday March 1 is St David’s day. St David (d. 589 or 601) was influenced by 
the Eastern Fathers. He set up a monastery whose monks engaged in manual labour and study 
in the manner of the Egyptian monks; from there monks set out to evangelize Wales, Ireland, 
Cornwall and Brittany. He is claimed as a founder of Glastonbury Abbey. 

https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-for-Water


 Thursday March 4 is St Casimir’s day. Casimir (1458-
84) was born at Krakow. He was exposed to war early in his 
life and subsequently refused to take up arms against any 
Christian country. He refused to marry a daughter of Emperor 
Frederick III; he chose a life of celibacy, devotion and austerity. 
At the age of 26 he died of tuberculosis. In the 16th and 17th 
century his aid was invoked by Lithuanians, who chose him as 
their patron in their conflicts with Russia. He had a deep 
devotion to the Holy Eucharist and the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

 We should remember Saints whose feast falls on February 29. One of these is St 
Oswald of Worcester (925-992). He was first a Canon and then became a monk. He was 
appointed Bishop of Worcester and Archbishop of York; a supporter of St Dunstan’s 
monastic reforms, he introduced the observance of St Benedict’s Rule into many 
monasteries. The Roman Martyrology tells us he was a companionable, joyful and learned 
teacher. 

Readings for the Second Sunday of Lent (B) 
 
First reading 
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith 
God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, 
Abraham’ he called. ‘Here I am’ he replied. ‘Take 
your son,’ God said ‘your only child Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you 
shall offer him as a burnt offering, on a mountain I 
will point out to you.’ 

When they arrived at the place God had 
pointed out to him, Abraham built an altar there, 
and arranged the wood. Then he bound his son 
Isaac and put him on the altar on top of the wood. 
Abraham stretched out his hand and seized the 
knife to kill his son.  

But the angel of the Lord called to him 
from heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am 
here’ he replied. ‘Do not raise your hand against 
the boy’ the angel said. ‘Do not harm him, for now I know you fear God. You have not 
refused me your son, your only son.’ Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught by its 
horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram and offered it as a burnt-offering in place of his son. 

The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from heaven. ‘I swear by my 
own self – it is the Lord who speaks – because you have done this, because you have not 
refused me your son, your only son, I will shower blessings on you, I will make your 
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and the grains of sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants shall gain possession of the gates of their enemies. All the nations of the earth 
shall bless themselves by your descendants, as a reward for your obedience’ (Genesis 22:1-
2, 9-13, 15-18). 

Abraham about to sacrifice Isaac, 14th cent. 
English Missal 



Second reading  
God did not spare his own Son 
With God on our side who can be against us? Since God did not spare his own Son, but 
gave him up to benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that he will not refuse 
anything he can give. Could anyone accuse those that God has chosen? When God acquits, 
could anyone condemn? Could Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us – he rose from the 
dead, and there at God’s right hand he stands and pleads for us (Romans 8:31-34). 
 
Gospel  
Motivation: The first reading this Sunday is the story of Abraham and Isaac in Genesis. God tells 
Abraham to go far from his home, climb a mountain and offer his only son in sacrifice to God. In 
the Gospel today, Jesus leads his disciples up a high mountain. When they encounter God on the 
top, it is a frightening and confusing experience. 

Is your faith being challenged this Lent? Is God asking you to step out in faith, to make a big 
sacrifice, to do something extra, something that makes you uncomfortable, to climb the difficult and 
daunting mountain that will allow you to discover something incredible and terrifying? 

God is real. He is King of the whole Universe, and we believe that he is truly alive and active 
in his Word. Whatever he has to tell you today, do not be afraid. Both Abraham and Jesus’ disciples 
were met on those mountains by a God of compassion. This same God meets you today. Be secure 
in his Love for you, and bold in your discipleship. 
 
This is my Son, the Beloved 
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them 
up a high mountain where they could be alone by 
themselves. There in their presence he was transfigured: 
his clothes became dazzlingly white, whiter than any earthly 
bleacher could make them. Elijah appeared to them with 
Moses; and they were talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke 
to Jesus: ‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; 
so let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say; they were so 
frightened. And a cloud came, covering them in shadow; 
and there came a voice from the cloud, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then suddenly, when they looked 
round, they saw no one with them any more but only 
Jesus.  

As they came down from the mountain he warned them to tell no one what they 
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. They observed the warning 
faithfully, though among themselves they discussed what ‘rising from the dead’ could mean 
(Mark 9:2-10). 
 


