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HE DAYS ARE LENGTHENING, the 

sunrise is earlier, all nature begins to 

stir. But winter has not lost its grip upon 

us: Boreas prowls round us, inside and out! 

And suddenly the Church calls us to Lent: 

indeed the word ‘length’ comes from the same 

root. And we are again presented with a new 

invitation. ‘Repent and return to the Lord.’ He 

is near us to help us in this work, for we are 

not involved merely in our own renovation. 

Our call is to share in Christ’s redeeming 

sacrifice for all the earth. 

 Our task is to reject all sinful ways, to do penance, and to increase our prayers. We 

invoke the Holy Spirit in this special time. Allow him to have full access to the darkest recesses 

of your heart, and place your trust in his loving care. Our penances in Lent are in fact a 

deliberate decision to join our Lord Jesus in the desert. We do not have to do great and 

dramatic deeds; rather a little, humble approach in the joy of the Spirit. For a Christian who 

is gloomy, sad and morose is no true sign of the Kingdom. 

 The angels ministered to Jesus in the wilderness as he prepared for his public life. They 

are all available to us, especially or own guardian angel, to accompany is in this holy season. 

Their care for us is their privilege. We have a great crowd of supporters with the saints too. 
Let us move on to Easter with a trusting and gladsome mind. 

Dom Michael Clothier 

 

 

Times for All Masses:  

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 

Mass will not be said in the Church of the Holy Ghost in Midsomer Norton until further notice. The 

Holy Ghost will remain open for private prayer on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 09. 30 a.m. 

until 11.00 a.m. 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will remain in place 

for all those attending Mass and other services. 

 

Ash Wednesday: This year Ash Wednesday and the 

beginning of Lent falls on Wednesday 17 February. There 

will be two Masses on Ash Wednesday in the Abbey 

Church, the first at 8.35 a.m. and the second at 7p.m. The 

advice given by the Bishops is that there should be no 

marking of the forehead but rather the ashes should be 

sprinkled on the crown of the head. This is to avoid the 

priest making any physical contact with the worshipper. The priest will ensure good practice 

by hand cleansing and mask wearing to keep everyone safe.  

 

T 



Fasting and Abstinence: Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence. It is helpful to 

remind ourselves of the Church’s laws about these observances.  

Fasting is for all who are between 18 and who have not yet celebrated their 59th 

birthday. On a fast day, one full meal is allowed. Two other meals, sufficient to maintain 

strength, may be taken, according to each one’s needs, but together they should not equal 

another full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted but liquids, including milk and juices, 

are allowed. Parents should ensure that even those who are still too young to be bound by 

the laws of fasting and abstinence are trained to have a true appreciation of penance. 

 Abstinence is observed by all aged 14 and older. On days of abstinence, no meat is 

allowed. When health or ability to work would be seriously affected, the law does not apply. 

If in doubt, consult the parish priest. 

 Almsgiving, together with fasting and abstinence and linked to a greater intensity in 

prayer, opens our hearts to the needs of others on whom fasting and abstinence are imposed 

by their circumstances. Our fasting can be a sign of solidarity with them, wherever they are. 

We can unite our sacrifice with theirs and intercede to the Lord for peace in our time. 
 Lent is a season to devote to prayer, fasting and almsgiving. It is also a time of joy in 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Pastoral Letter from Bishop Declan: Bishop Declan 

has sent a pastoral letter for the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time. He is commending ‘Dare to Dream’, a Lent resource 

for our diocese this year. The Bishop invites us to ask what 

sort of Church we want to be. Over the last three years, 

we have been reflecting on what it means to be a Church in 

communion, at prayer and with a mission. Jesus is inviting 

us to live the values of the Kingdom of God and to take the 

Good News to the people of our world today. During Lent, we are called to help our brothers 

and sisters who are in need and to challenge structures that cause inequality and widen the 

gap between rich and poor. 

 The Bishop asks us to pray for all those who are helping to maintain our society during 

the pandemic. ‘Prayer moves us from being self-centred to being God centred and opens us 

to the needs of others.’ Prayer is listening to God through the Scriptures, the Sacraments and 

through one another. ‘One resolution for this Lent might be to ask for the gift of being able 

to listen before we speak. 

 You will find the full text of Bishop Declan’s pastoral letter at : 

https://cliftondiocese.com/bishop/ 

 

 

A Book for Lent: ‘Let us Dream: The Path to a Better Future’, Pope Francis 

We are all looking forward to getting back to normal or the ‘new’ 

normal, which we hope means the old normal with just a few tweaks. 

Or is something more radical in the wind? There is news of 

restructuring the NHS, of overhauling the education system and there 

is always the ever-urgent change to our life styles required by 

environmental issues. Whether we like it or not, there is a feeling 
abroad that change is necessary. But how fundamental should this 

change be and how far are we prepared to promote it, even if it makes 

own lives less comfortable, deprives us of those things to which we feel 

entitled, requires us to put the good of humanity above our own 

individual interests? In his new book, Let Us Dream, Pope Francis’s 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcliftondiocese.com%2Fbishop%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlessia.Dini%40Cliftondiocese.com%7Cea17b01fd3e4425ddecd08d8cea54b2b%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637486556605221236%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PrwNPelD8uj6UVySHdJBQg%2Bb%2BK2cLQrGylvy3spXs1g%3D&reserved=0


response to this question is unequivocal: God is asking us ‘to dare to create something new’. 

This might be just a nice catch phrase, but the Pope is unrelenting in setting out the 

requirements for truly Christian living. This goes well beyond the accepted do’s and don’ts of 

Catholic doctrine and the support of charities and other philanthropic activities. He fearlessly 

explores the fundamental basis of our normal lives.  

Let Us Dream is a short book divided into three parts. In the first, A Time to See, Pope 

Francis explores our response to the COVID crisis and, in particular, how it ‘unmasks our 

vulnerability, exposes the false securities on which we have based our lives.’ He sees crisis as 

presenting us with choice and he is in no doubt that choosing to return to a pre-crisis state 

is a serious mistake. He therefore asks us to have the courage to choose to embrace change, 

so that the world can emerge as a better place. 

In the second part, A Time to Choose, Pope Francis explores the question of choice and 

the ways in which opposing views can be harnessed together to promote positive outcomes. 

He discusses this, first, by reference to the Church, using examples of how he seeks to 

overcome differences, warning particularly against ‘the isolated conscience’ for which ‘there 
is never a shortage of reasons for staying on the balcony while real life passes below’. He 

expands this to include ways in which opposing opinions on political, economic and 

environmental matters might also be resolved to enable the right choices to be made for the 

common good. 

Finally, in the third part, A Time to  Act, Pope Francis sets out his vision. He starts by 

suggesting that the concept of ‘a people’ is of vital importance to the spiritual wellbeing of 

humanity. A people is ‘not the same as a country, a nation or a state’ and he deplores the 

exploitation of the term by ideologies and sectarian politics. He then goes on to show the 

forces that militate against the wellbeing of the people; economic systems - ‘the self-evidently 

fictitious idea that wealth must be allowed to roam unhindered in order to deliver prosperity 

for all’; politics that are short-term and concentrated on re-election of the political elite; 

exploitation of human and natural resources for the benefit of the few and to the detriment 

of the planet. He equally deplores the plight of migrants and the homeless. He draws attention 

to the extraordinary sums of money spent on military hardware and to the untold numbers 

killed by war in addition to the 3.7 million people who last year died of starvation. He argues 

for economic systems that promote the common good and the universal destination of goods, 

and for political systems that are ‘a service for the common good’, both of which would 

promote conservation of the environment and natural resources. Above all, he exhorts us to 

go to the margins of society in order to see the world differently, since ‘we cannot dream of 

the future while continuing to ignore the lives of practically a third of the world’s population.’ 

Many will find this book uncomfortable reading and some will try to dismiss it as 

impracticable or idealistic or query the Pope’s competence to comment on what might be 

seen as secular matters (although, interestingly, very similar views were expressed by Mark 

Carney, the former Governor of the Bank of England, in his recent Reith Lectures). But if we 

accept that our faith governs all aspects of our lives, that being a Christian requires us to 

stretch upwards to the apparently unattainable and accept in humility that we may fail in that 

attempt, then we should find Pope Francis’ vision inspirational. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Martyrology: This year the Seven Holy Founders of the Servite 

Order are being celebrated on 16 February because 17 February is 

Ash Wednesday. They were devout Florentines of the 13th century. 

Their city was afflicted by moral laxity and Catharism, which was a 

kind of re-emergence of Gnosticism that proclaimed matter to be 

evil and Christ to have been an angel with a phantom body. The 

Founders joined a confraternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary and later 

founded a new order called the Servites or Servants of Mary. They 

first lived in prayer and poverty in solitude, but later became friars 

and moved into the towns. The nuns who ran St Benedict’s School 

when it was attached to the buildings of St Benedict’s church in 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse were Servites, as is Father Bill of St Peter 

and Paul’s parish, Combe Down. We wish Fr Bill and his 

parishioners a happy feast. 

 
 

Readings for the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

First reading 

The unclean man must live outside the camp 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on a man’s 

skin, a case of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man must be taken to Aaron, the 

priest, or to one of the priests who are his sons. 

‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he is suffering 

from leprosy of the head. A man infected with leprosy must wear his clothing torn and his 

hair disordered; he must shield his upper lip and cry, “Unclean, unclean.” As long as the disease 

lasts he must be unclean; and therefore he must live apart: he must live outside the camp’ 

(Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46). 

 

Second reading 

Take me for your model, as I take Christ 

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for the glory of God. 

Never do anything offensive to anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the Church of God; just as 

I try to be helpful to everyone at all times, not anxious for my own advantage but for the 

advantage of everybody else, so that they may be saved. Take me for your model, as I take 

Christ (1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: You might have heard this particular Gospel passage many times before. It is not so 

different from the Sunday Gospels of the past few weeks: Jesus is carrying out his ministry. But 

something is new. You. You have grown since the last time you did Lectio: you may have learnt 

something about yourself; overcome a new challenge; encountered a different problem... Today the 

Lord is calling through the Word to have a catch-up with you. How do you feel about this meeting 

with Him? Have you opened the ears of your heart? Emptied the thoughts from your head? In this 

moment of stillness before we enter the Word, be ready to meet the Lord. Come as you are.  



The leprosy left the man at once, and he was 

cured 

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you 

want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry for 

him, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of 

course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy 

left him at once and he was cured. Jesus immediately 

sent him away and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say 

nothing to anyone, but go and show yourself to the 

priest, and make the offering for your healing 

prescribed by Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ 

The man went away, but then started talking about it 

freely and telling the story everywhere, so that Jesus 

could no longer go openly into any town, but had to 

stay outside in places where nobody lived. Even so, 

people from all around would come to him (Mark 

1:40-45). 

 

 


