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 GREAT SCANDAL in the Church is gleefully reported in 
the Press. Yet the greatest is hardly even mentioned: 

namely the manifest dis-unity amongst all those who profess 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. This is a matter that is not some 
distant and vaguely regrettable failure, but rather the 
responsibility of us all.  At the Last Supper, the long priestly 
prayer of Jesus was primarily centred upon the united and 
seamless robe of the Body, which He was now establishing 
(John 17, 21): His Body, holy and beautiful, coherent and 
imperishable. It is the work of us all, in our many different 
ways, to press forward with this task of gathering together all 
who belong to Our Saviour through Baptism. It cannot be left to Church leaders and 
theologians. The goal of Unity is not an agreed statement or a signed covenant. The true goal 
of Unity is Christ: the closer we come to Him, then the nearer we will be to other Christians. 
We have already made great strides along this road. It has its steep gradients, but we must 
not abandon the great effort. Let us pray at this time with confident trust with all who honour 
the Holy Name. 

Dom Michael Clothier 
 
Times for All Masses:  

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 
Mass will not be said in the Church of the Holy Ghost in Midsomer Norton until further 
notice. The Holy Ghost will remain open for private prayer on Tuesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays from 09. 30 a.m. until 11.00 a.m. 
Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will 
remain in place for all those attending Mass and other services. 
 

What the monks are reading: In their daily reading 
in the refectory the monks are listening to The Benedict 
Option: A Strategy for Christians in a Post-Christian Nation 
by Rod Dreher (ISBN 978-0-7352-1330-2). Written for 
Christians in America, this book nonetheless has much 
to say that we in England should pay attention to. It was 
published shortly after the election of President Trump, 
whom some Conservative Christians hoped would 
herald a Christian renaissance. The theme of the book is 
that Christians need to understand that the prevailing 
culture has moved so far from Christianity that it is 
futile to hope for the return of a strong and shared 
political expression of Christian faith. To be a practising 
Christian in the West now is to belong to a minority. With astonishing speed, we have 
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returned to a situation that is similar to the early centuries of the Church. Once again, we 
need to build strong Christian communities within which we support one another in our 
desire to follow Jesus Christ. St Benedict’s Rule gives us a safe map we can rely on. The 
book insists that living in a culture that runs counter to Christianity and its values is not 
going to be easy. Increasingly Christians will have to choose between their faith and the kind 
of career they can follow or even between their faith and where they are going to live and 
educate their children. Just as the first Christians could not fit easily into the establishment, 
neither can we. As well as being a serious call, the book has examples of hopeful and 
inspiring Christian community building. The Benedict Option is not about creating fortresses, 
but communities whose cloisters are hospitable. Christians should be confident in their faith, 
ready to welcome others and serve them in continuing Jesus’ mission of proclaiming the 
Good News of eternal life. The Benedict Option is a book to read and reflect on at this 
moment in history. 

Martyrology: Monday 25 January is the Feast of the 
Conversion of St Paul. St Paul, whose original name 
was Saul, was a young Pharisee who was fiercely 
opposed to the teachings of Jesus and to his 
followers. He witnessed and approved of the killing of 
Stephen the Deacon in Jerusalem. Stephen, in 
imitation of Jesus, prayed for those who were killing 
him. Soon after, Saul had a sudden and dramatic 
vision of Jesus as he was travelling to Damascus with 
the mission of eradicating the Christian community 
there. In a painful transformation, his life was turned 
around and, from having been the foremost 
persecutor of the Christian community, he became 
its most fervent apostle, determined to carry the 
Gospel of Jesus to the ends of the earth. Tradition 
tells us that he suffered martyrdom under Nero in Rome, together with St Peter, in about 
AD 64. This feast day marks the conclusion of the octave of prayer for Christian Unity. Fr 
Paul Couturier, a French Catholic priest who was dedicated to Christian Unity, once wrote 
‘We must pray, not that others be converted to us, but that we all may be converted to 
Christ’. 

 

 

 

 

 



Readings for the Third Sunday of the Year (B) 

First reading  
The people of Nineveh renounce their evil 
behaviour 
The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he 
said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and preach to them 
as I told you to.’ Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in 
obedience to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a 
city great beyond compare: it took three days to cross 
it. Jonah went on into the city, making a day’s journey. 
He preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more and 
Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the people of 
Nineveh believed in God; they proclaimed a fast and put 
on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least. 

God saw their efforts to renounce their evil 
behaviour, and God relented: he did not inflict on them 
the disaster which he had threatened (Jonah 3:1-5,10). 
 
 
Second reading 
The world as we know it is passing away 
Brothers: our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though they had 
none, and those who mourn should live as though they had nothing to mourn for; those who 
are enjoying life should live as though there were nothing to laugh about; those whose life is 
buying things should live as though they had nothing of their own; and those who have to deal 
with the world should not become engrossed in it. I say this because the world as we know 
it is passing away (1 Corinthians 7:29-31). 
 
Gospel  
Motivation: There is an urgency and immediacy in the readings we are about to listen to, and most 
importantly a personal invitation to become an even more active disciple of the Lord. 
The second reading from the first letter to the Corinthians, written by Paul about AD 53 could have 
been headline news in any newspaper yesterday. Has nothing changed? Have we repented? Lord 
make us know your ways. Teach us. Love us. Guide us. 

Let us accept and grasp this invitation and run, yes, run with it. This Gospel reveals that we 
have a reason for living. How can we show that we are truly active disciples, echoing God’s love and 
compassion for us in the way we live, in the way we love and in the way we speak to others? We can 
be God’s love in action. It is all there in the Gospel, so what are we waiting for? 
I will make you into fishers of men 
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News 
from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and 
believe the Good News.’ 

As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net in the lake – for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I 
will make you into fishers of men.’ And at once they left their nets and followed him. 

Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they too 
were in their boat, mending their nets. He called them at once and, leaving their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the men he employed, they went after him (Mark 1:14-20). 

Jonah is cast into the sea. The Verdun 
Altar c. 1181 


