
The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
17 January 2021 

N THE FEAST of the Immaculate 
Conception of Our Lady (8 December 

2020) Pope Francis sent an Apostolic Letter 
entitled Patris Corde to mark the 150th anniversary 
of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. 
He has written the letter to: 

• increase our love for St Joseph,  
• encourage us to implore his intercession, 
• to imitate his virtues and his zeal. 

Pope Francis points out that although St Joseph disappears from the Gospels with the ending 
of Jesus’ childhood, no Saint, apart from Our Lady, is mentioned more frequently in papal 
teaching. Pope Francis considers St Joseph a most apt intercessor, support and guide in this 
time of pandemic and when so many are in exile. His letter reflects on seven aspects of St 
Joseph’s fatherhood that can help and inspire us today. Finally, the Pope says ‘we need only 
ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces; our conversion.’ 
 Pope Francis has decreed that the year from 8 December 2020 to 8 December 2021be 
dedicated to St Joseph and the Blessed Virgin Mary. By this means all the Christian faithful 
may, by St Joseph’s example, every day strengthen their life of faith by fulfilling God’s will. To 
obtain the special grace of a Plenary Indulgence during this year Patris Corde encourages us to 
undertake any of the following: 

• to meditate on the Our Father for at least half an hour or make at least one day of a 
spiritual retreat that includes a meditation on St Joseph 

• to fulfil a Corporal or Spiritual Work of Mercy 
• to recite the Most Holy Rosary in the family or as a couple engaged to be married 
• to put our daily business under the protection of St Joseph or ask St Joseph to 

intercede that anyone looking for work may find it, and that all work may have more 
dignity 

• to pray for the persecuted Church (whether the persecution comes from within or 
without) and for the raising up all Christians who suffer under any sort of persecution. 
Recommended prayers include the Litany of St Joseph. 

Amid the public health crisis, those who are under restrictions are urged especially to offer 
up prayer, and priests are asked to make themselves available to celebrate the sacrament of 
Penance and bring Holy Communion to the sick when they can do so safely. You will find the 
whole Apostolic Letter by clicking here.  
 
News on our Saturday and Sunday Masses: We were pleased to see that, despite the concerns 
over the pandemic and the new lockdown, almost eighty people came to Mass last weekend. There 
were twenty attending the Saturday 4.30 p.m. Mass and fifty-seven attending the Sunday 11.00 a.m. Mass. 
This is a sign of people’s confidence in how the Mass is safely conducted. 

Some churches are taking the decision to stop holding services. However, we are confident that 
the way our Masses are run makes the service COVID-19 safe and it is our intention to continue holding 
Mass on Saturdays and Sundays for as long as we are allowed.   

O 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html


Thank you to all the Stewards, who ensure the guidelines are adhered to and without whom 
the Masses could not operate. 

Peter Beaven 
 
Times for All Masses:  

• Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 
• Monday to Saturday (inclusive): 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church  

Confessions are heard from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m. on Sundays in the Abbey Church. 
Mass will not be said in the Church of the Holy Ghost in Midsomer Norton until further 
notice. The Holy Ghost will remain open for private prayer on Tuesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays from 9. 30 a.m. until 12.00 noon. 
Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will 
remain in place for all those attending Mass and other services. 
 
Unity and Peace: On Monday 18 January, we begin the octave of prayer for Christian Unity, which 
will conclude on Sunday 24 January, the Sunday of the Word of God. There will be more on this in our 
next newsletter. Meanwhile this Sunday (January 17) is designated as a day of prayer for peace. 
 
Martyrology: Sunday 17 January is, when it does not fall on a Sunday, the Memoria of St Antony of 
Egypt (251-356). He is revered as the Father of Monks. As a very young man he suffered the loss of both 
parents. He was pondering on how the Apostles had left everything to follow Jesus when he heard the 
Gospel about the rich young man being read at Sunday Mass. It seemed to him that the Gospel was 
being read on his account, and he set about living in faithful obedience to God’s Word, just as Samuel 
does in our First Reading at Mass today. 
 Tuesday 19 January is the Memoria of St Wulstan (1008-95). He was a Benedictine monk at 
Worcester, where he became Prior. He became Bishop of Worcester in 1062, and was renowned for 
his abstinence and generosity to the poor. He was said never to have eaten meat after being distracted 
at Mass by the smell of a goose being roasted. With Archbishop Lanfranc, he abolished the slave trade 
that operated between Bristol and Viking Ireland. We can invoke him today in our prayers for the victims 
of human trafficking.  
 Thursday 21 January is the Memoria of St Agnes, 
and St Agnes’ Eve is, by English tradition, the coldest night of 
the year. Agnes was martyred by beheading when she was 
aged about 13 because she had dedicated her virginity to 
Christ and refused to offer incense to the pagan gods. Her 
feast has been kept in the East and West from the earliest 
times. Named in the Roman Canon, Agnes means ‘lamb-like’ 
and her principal emblem since the sixth century has been a 
lamb. 

 
 
 
 
 



Readings for the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
17 January 2021 

First reading 
Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the 
Lord, where the ark of God was, when 
the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ He 
answered, ‘Here I am.’ Then he ran to Eli 
and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ 
Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go back and lie 
down.’ So he went and lay down. Once 
again the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
‘Here I am, since you called me.’ He 
replied, ‘I did not call you, my son; go 
back and lie down.’ Samuel had as yet no knowledge of the Lord and the word of the Lord 
had not yet been revealed to him. Once again the Lord called, the third time. He got up and 
went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ Eli then understood that it was the Lord 
who was calling the boy, and he said to Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and if someone calls say, 
“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 
Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’ 

Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word of his fall to the ground 
(1 Samuel 3:3-10,19).  
 
Second reading 
The body is not meant for fornication: it is for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. God, who 
raised the Lord from the dead, will by his power raise us up too. 

You know, surely, that your bodies are members making up the body of Christ; do 
you think I can take parts of Christ’s body and join them to the body of a prostitute? Never! 
But anyone who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him. 

Keep away from fornication. All the other sins are committed outside the body; but 
to fornicate is to sin against your own body. Your body, you know, is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you since you received him from God. You are not your own property; you 
have been bought and paid for. That is why you should use your body for the glory of God (1 
Corinthians 6:13-15,17-20).  
 
Gospel 
Motivation: In the first reading of this Sunday, God calls Samuel by name, but Samuel misinterprets 
this call, thinking it is Eli calling him. Sometimes in our lives, like Samuel, we settle for the most 
obvious, logical conclusion, rather than recognising that it is God acting in our lives. It is not until he 
has a teacher, instructing him how to respond to God's call, that Samuel is able to see beyond the 
limits of objective reality and open himself up to receive the Word of God. 

Like Samuel, you probably have a teacher, or teachers, who have helped you to open up to 
receive God's Word in Lectio Divina. Maybe your Parish Priest, the leader of your Lectio Group, a 
friend, or relative. I invite you to think of them now; what would they say to you to open you up to 
God's Word now? 



The Gospel we are about to listen to is also sprinkled with teachers – people pointing us in 
the right direction and the ultimate teacher, with all authority, Jesus, who welcomes us into his home. 
Our teacher sees us, knows us, and is speaking directly to us now. Are we listening and paying 
attention? 'Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.' 
   
As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and John stared hard at him and said, 
‘Look, there is the lamb of God.’ Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned 
round, saw them following and said, ‘What do you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which 
means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so they went and saw where 
he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. It was about the tenth hour. 

One of these two who became followers of Jesus after hearing what John had said was 
Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. Early next morning, Andrew met his brother and said 
to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ – which means the Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. 
Jesus looked hard at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas’ 
– meaning Rock (John 1:35-42). 
 
 
 
 

 


