
 

 

St Benedict’s Parish, Stratton-on-the-Fosse, Somerset 

 

Minutes of the Pastoral Council Meeting 5th June 2019  

1. Fr. Leo opened the meeting with a prayer.  

 

2. Present: Peter Beaven, Tim Clarke, Louise Avis, Liz Avis, Liam O’Gorman, Father Leo, 

Cathy Wolf.  

 

3. Apologies for Absence: Joanne Harrison, Fr. Michael Clothier, Ophelia Prior, John 

McGarvey.  

 

4. Minutes of the last Meeting were approved.  

 

5. Matters Arising:  

a. Marketing: Louise and Tim were thanked for the laminated Welcome Cards which 

would be placed in the Church.  

 

b. Parish Climate Change Initiatives:  

i. Peter to email Lee to organise a new noticeboard on which Caroline Lane 

could promote initiatives on combatting climate change.  

ii. Liam to contact Caroline to see if she would like to organise a second 

showing of the film ‘Global Healing’ in order to reach a wider audience and to 

update her on progress regarding a noticeboard.  

iii. Fr. Leo hoped that that this initiative of Caroline Lane’s could be taken up to 

make the Parish more ecologically aware.  

iv. Peter confirmed he had written to thank Lord Hylton for the projector.  

v. John had prepared an instruction manual on how to use the new projector 

and Peter would liaise with him to test it and to secure a safe place for cables 

and remote control. 

 
c. Lord Hylton had enquired about having a map of the Parish. Tim agreed to ask 

Canon Ryan of St. John’s, Bath for a copy of a map of the Deanery which outlined all 

the parishes.  

 

d. Sunday 6.00pm Mass Readers’ co-ordinator: Paul Lane turns out to be the co-

ordinator for readers at this Mass and Cathy and Joanne who had volunteered to 

read would contact him.  

 

e. Bidding Prayers: Liam would arrange the second Reader at Sunday 11.00 Mass to 

read the bidding prayers devised by Angela Bennett. If successful, readers at other 

Masses would do the same.  

 

f. Youth Development:  

i. Noah’s Camp: Fr Michael would be asked to update at the next meeting. It 

was noted that Joanne’s family would be attending.  

ii. St Benedict’s School: Peter agreed to meet with staff at St. Benedict’s to see 

how Parish and School might liaise better. Fr. Michael or Fr. Leo would 

discuss also.  



 

 

iii. St. Gregory’s School: Cathy agreed to make contact with Chaplain Matt 

Robinson about how the School and the Parish might liaise better on Youth 

events/initiatives. 

  

g. Parish Survey – PPC agreed to review at the next meeting that outcomes of the 

Parish Survey had been implemented.  

 

h. Year of Prayer: It was noted with regard to prayer generally that PPC, Maintenance 

Committee and St. Vincent de Paul Society always start meetings with prayer and 

reflection. It was agreed to try and have the Rosary said before Masses in October 

and to have ‘pew partner’ prayer at Mass during Sundays of Advent.  

 

i. Parish Hall: Peter had discussed the possibility of the Visitor Centre handling the 

management of the Parish Hall with Tamsin and that the concept had been well 

received. Tamsin would attend the next PPC meeting to discuss. Topics such as 

advertising (Parish Website), uniformity of charges etc would need to be considered 

and agreed upon. It was agreed PPC should investigate maximum capacity of the 

Parish Hall.  

 

j. Social Events:  

i. Summer Barbecue & ‘Freshers’ Fayre’ on 31st August: Peter & Fr. Leo would 

meet to discuss. It was hoped that the Parish Directory would be updated 

and enhanced by this event.  

ii. Liam agreed to help with the barbecue.  

iii. Liz would arrange music if desired.  

iv. Blessed Margaret Pole Mass had been a success with 80 attending and had 

been booked again for next year. Food Sharing was not such a success and it 

was agreed that PPC would diplomatically ask Fr. Boniface if more help 

regarding catering was required for next year. Cathy would recommend an 

Order of Service be made for next year.  
v. Quiz Night: This had been changed to 14th June to accommodate clash with 

the Champions’ League Final. Any profits from the evening would go to the 

Maintenance Fund. Liz reported that a good number of teams had entered.  

vi. Glastonbury Pilgrimage: Fr Leo and Fr Michael to advertise in Newsletter and 

from the altar.  

 

6. Parish Pilgrimage 2019 to Belmont Abbey and Hereford Cathedral, 6th July: It was agreed 

that this would be free of charge to pilgrims. Fr. Leo would assure that Manquehue group 

were invited. There were 15 names on the list currently. Liz would continue to liaise with 

Fr. Michael regarding numbers etc.  

 

7. Parish Website: In an effort to improve the website Peter, having spoken with Mrs Ward 

Murphy, advised that the Monastery Website was to be split from the School Website. The 

PPC would ensure that:  

i. Website would be populated with photographs of Parish events.  

ii. PPC minutes would be added and kept up to date.  

iii. Advertising of Parish events would be added and kept up-to-date.  

iv. Father Leo’s straplines would be added in due course.  



 

 

 

8. Safeguarding: It was still unclear whether Paul Justin was now the Safeguarding Officer. Peter 

would check with Fr. Michael. There were no safeguarding issues to report.  

 

9. Parishioners’ email addresses: Peter offered to draught a form which parishioners could sign 

if they were happy to be contacted by email regarding Parish news, events etc.  

 

10. A.O.B.  

i. Parish Banner: It was agreed a new Parish banner be commissioned and that it 

would be nice to get the children to help design it. Liam would mention this 

to Coralie/Children’s Liturgists.  

ii. Eucharistic Ministry: Peter suggested that it would be nice for priests, near 

the end of Mass, to announce to the congregation to whom the Eucharistic 

Minister was taking Communion. Fr Leo and the rest of the PPC agreed this 

would keep the sick and housebound in the prayers of the Parish faithful. All 

Eucharistic Ministers needed to do was to leave the name of the person(s) on 

the altar with the pyx. Peter would advise Eucharistic Ministers.  

 

11. Date of the Next Meeting: The date of the next meetings were fixed for 10th July 2019 and 

14th August 2019. 

 

12. Fr. Leo closed the meeting with a prayer.  


