
The Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Day, 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph & 

the Second Sunday of Christmas (B) 
19 December 2020 – 3 January 2021 

 

HIS NEWSLETTER covers the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Day, The Holy Family 

of Jesus, Mary and Joseph and the Second Sunday of Christmas. We apologise that it is 

full of directions and that we cannot include all the readings for all the Masses. You will be 

able to find them all in your missal or on https://universalis.com/ 

 

Important Information for our 

Christmas Masses: The 

two Christmas Eve Masses (4.00 p.m. 

and 11.00 p.m.) are now fully 

booked. Please do not come unless 

you have a ticket. We will have to 

turn away anyone who has not 

registered. 

We are accommodating about 150 

people at each of these two services and 

we cannot take more without 

compromising the safety guidelines and 

social distancing.  

There are still spaces at the Christmas 

Day Masses (9.00 a.m. and 11.00 a.m.); if you wish to attend one of these please 

email downsideparish@gmail.com to get a ticket. We need the names of all those in your 

party and a contact telephone number. 

The doors must be open during Mass to ensure good ventilation so we advise everyone to 

wrap up warm and even bring a blanket! 

It will help if groups arrive together and can give the stewards the name of the person who 

made their booking. Doors will open at 3.15 p.m. for the 4.00 p.m. Mass and at 10.15 p.m. for 

the 11.00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve. 

Please follow the stewards’ directions and do not cluster in the exits at the end of Mass; 

in that way everyone can leave the Abbey Church safely. 

 

Mass Arrangements for Christmas 

There will be four Masses in the Abbey Church: 

Christmas Eve – at 4.00 p.m. (doors open at 3.15 p.m.)  and 11.00 p.m. (doors 

open at 10.15 p.m.) Both these Masses are now fully booked. 

Christmas Day – at 9.00 a.m. and 11.00 a.m. There are still places available. 

You can book now in one of two ways for the Christmas Day Masses on Friday 25 December: 
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1. The preferred option is to email downsideparish@gmail.com to request your place. If 

you do this, you need to ensure you include which Mass you want to attend and the 

names and contact details of everyone in your party. The maximum for a Christmas 

Bubble is six.  Your request will be confirmed by email and a ticket sent to you.  

 

2. However, you can also book a place by speaking to a steward at the end of Mass this 

weekend, who will record your request. They will need to know which Mass you wish 

to attend and how many others will be in your party. They will also check your contact 

details for track and trace. Your place will then be confirmed by email.  

 

N.B. In all cases, the maximum size of a Christmas Bubble is six. 

 

If you know anyone who wishes to come to Christmas Mass and who does not receive this 

Newsletter, please help by getting in touch with them. Explain that the two Masses on 

Christmas Eve are now fully booked, and let them know how to book tickets for Christmas 
Day. 

The Bishop reminds us that Christmas has an octave and that you can celebrate Christmas 

by attending any Mass from the Vigil Mass of Christmas Eve to January 1 2021, the Solemnity 

of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. 

 

Other Mass Times:  

 Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

 Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

Mass on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, the Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and the Second Sunday of 

Christmas will be at these times. 

 Monday to Saturday (inclusive) 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

until 23 December. On 24 December, morning Mass in the Abbey 

Church will be at 9.30 a.m. Weekday morning Mass will continue to 

be at 9.30 a.m. until Monday 4 January. On 4 January Mass will 

return to its time of 8.35 a.m. 

 Tuesday 22 December and Saturday 26 December at 9.30 

a.m. in the Church of the Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton. There 

will be no Mass in the Holy Ghost on Friday 25 December. 
 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social 

distancing will remain in place for all those attending Mass. 

 

The Crib in the Abbey Church: To avoid clustering around the crib, it will be placed 

on the sanctuary so that everyone in the Church can see it, and come close during Mass 

at Holy Communion. Those who are not communicating are encouraged to request a 

blessing from the priest by crossing their arms over their chest. 

 

Emails from Dom Michael: Please ignore any email you may receive purporting to 

come from Dom Michael asking for money; his identity has again been stolen and used 

fraudulently. 
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Advent Service: an Advent Service of prayers and readings 

with some solo singing will take place on Sunday 20th 

December at 3 p.m. in St Benedict’s Parish Church. So that 

we can comply with government rules, we need to know 

exact numbers in advance. If numbers dictate, we will offer 

more than one service. To enable Julie Justin to plan, please 

email or ring and let her know how many seats you need. 

Remember that a Bubble can consist of no more than six 

members. Social distancing and the wearing of facemask rules 

still apply. Email address – juliejustin1@gmail.com mobile 

number 07930062552.  

Penance Service: We will have an Advent Penance Service on Monday 21st December in 

the Abbey Church: 7.30 p.m. There will be an introduction to the Service and guidance for 

your examination of conscience. Three priests will be present to hear Confessions. The 

wearing of facemasks and the usual Covid19 precautions will be in place. 

Confessions are also available on Sundays from 10.30-11.00 a.m. in St Placid’s chapel in 

the Abbey Church. 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent is Sea Sunday, when the Church 

prays for all those who live and work at sea. Without them, we would 

not have most of the items we buy in the shops.  Today’s second 

collection is for Stella Maris (Apostleship of the Sea), the Catholic 

Church’s official maritime welfare agency. It supports seafarers both 

practically and spiritually. For an appeal talk, and a video showing 

some of what Stella Maris does, please visit 

www.stellamaris.org.uk/SeaSunday. This collection is vital to enable 

Stella Maris to continue its important work. To donate, please visit 

www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate or text ‘SEA’ to 70460 to donate £5. Stella Maris is 

dependent on voluntary donations, so please give generously. Thank you. 

 

Still looking for Christmas presents? Then you can end your 

search with a click at the end of this paragraph. Here is a new book 

of testimonies to encounters with the Risen Christ given by very 

different people, ranging from school pupils to Abbesses. You are 

likely to know at least some of them. Dom Michael and Dom Leo 

think you will be encouraged and inspired as you read these 

accounts, many by young people. None of the testimonies is very 

long, and each one can be read at a sitting. This book is published by 

The Weave of Manquehue Prayer, a network of friends who seek to 

help one another to pray, cultivate spiritual friendship and share with 

many the good news of the Risen Christ. I Have Seen the Lord: 

Witnesses of an Encounter with the Risen Christ, is now available to 

buy here.  
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Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent (B) 

First reading 

Your House and your sovereignty will always stand secure before me 

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him rest from all the enemies 

surrounding him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am living in a house of cedar 

while the ark of God dwells in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and do all that is in your 

mind, for the Lord is with you.’ 

But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: ‘Go and tell my servant 

David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the man to build me a house to dwell in? I took you 

from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be leader of my people Israel; I have been with 

you on all your expeditions; I have cut off all your enemies before you. I will give you fame as 

great as the fame of the greatest on earth. I will provide a place for my people Israel; I will 

plant them there and they shall dwell in that place and never be disturbed again; nor shall the 

wicked continue to oppress them as they did, in the days when I appointed judges over my 

people Israel; I will give them rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make you great; the 

Lord will make you a House. And when your days are ended and you are laid to rest with 

your ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your body after you and make his sovereignty 

secure. I will be a father to him and he a son to me; if he does evil, I will punish him with the 

rod such as men use, with strokes such as mankind gives. Your House and your sovereignty 

will always stand secure before me and your throne be established for ever”’ (2 Samuel 7:1-

5,8-12,14,16). 

Second reading   

The mystery is revealed that was kept secret for endless ages 

Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live according to the Good News I 

preach, and in which I proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept secret for 

endless ages, but now so clear that it must be broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring them 

to the obedience of faith. This is only what scripture has predicted, and it is all part of the way 

the eternal God wants things to be. He alone is wisdom; give glory therefore to him through 

Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen (Romans 16:25-27). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: The Gospel this Sunday tells the story of the Annunciation, when the angel Gabriel tells 

Mary of God’s plan for her to bear his Son. Mary shows her willing obedience to the word, despite 

not fully understanding it. She says 'Yes', the ultimate 'Yes' to Christ. And Christ, the eternal and living 

Word, became incarnate in her womb. In Mary, God's love found an answering love. Like Mary, we 

are called to respond to the Word. 

But what does a ‘Yes’ to Christ mean for me? How does it affect my day-to-day life, the decisions 

I make and my relationships? Although we might not be currently receiving a visit from an angel – 

(And what must that have been like for Mary..?) – the Lord is with us also. And, as Mary did, we 

receive his grace in abundance. Are you willing to let Christ fully into your heart and life? 

   

 

 

 

 



'I am the handmaid of the Lord' 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 

man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the 

virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, 

‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ 

She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked 

herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel 

said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won 

God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive and bear 

a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be 

great and will be called Son of the Most High. The 

Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor 

David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever 

and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the 

angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I am a 

virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the 

angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High 

will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will 

be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her 

old age, herself conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth 

month, for nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what 

you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her (Luke 1:26-38). 


