
The Third Sunday of Advent (B) 
13 December 2020 

HE WHOLE SEASON OF ADVENT is filled powerfully with a 

sense of rejoicing because our salvation is close at hand. 

Whether things are going our way or not (frequently not!) we 

know that, in real and absolute terms, the Lord it at hand and He 

loves us. He has all our needs in mind, and there is no situation to 

which He cannot reach out in help and healing and holy love. This 

is our message to the world about us, which can only view the 

present situation in gloomy and material colours. We must be 

persons of trust and hope, and guide others to turn aside from mere material cares. The 

Lord waits to be gracious to us; let us therefore welcome Him into our hearts and care-

worn lives. He knocks at our door in a special way in Advent; we may not hear His gentle 

approach. In fact, we have to turn down the volume and background noise in our lives and 

minds. ‘No ear may hear His coming’, as the hymn puts it. Whatever the future brings, He is 

in it. May He richly bless you and guide you this Christmas and in the year to come. 

Dom Michael Clothier 

 

Mass Arrangements for Christmas 

Planning for Christmas is now underway. There will be four Masses in the Abbey Church: 

Christmas Eve – at 4.00 p.m. and 11.00 p.m. 

Christmas Day – at 9.00 a.m. and 11.00 a.m. 

More people may want to attend Mass at these times than the Abbey Church can 

accommodate whilst adhering to the social-distancing requirements. Therefore, we ask you 

to book your place to avoid being turned away. We can report that numbers booked in for 

the two Christmas Eve Masses are already high. Therefore, those coming on Christmas Eve 

without tickets can expect to be turned away. 

You can book now in one of two ways: 

1. The preferred option is to email downsideparish@gmail.com to request your place. If 

you do this, you need to ensure you include which Mass you want to attend and the 

names and contact details of everyone in your party. The maximum for a Christmas 

Bubble is six.  Your request will be confirmed by email and a ticket sent to you.  
 

2. However, you can also book a place by speaking to a steward at the end of Mass, who 

will record your request. They will need to know which Mass you wish to attend and 

how many others will be in your party. They will also check your contact details for 

track and trace. Your place will then be confirmed by email. For those without email, 

a ticket will be ready to be collected at the Mass the following week. 

 

N.B. In all cases, the maximum size of a Christmas Bubble is six. 

 

All confirmation emails will detail the arrangements for each Mass. 
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If you know anyone who wishes to come to Christmas Mass and who does not receive this 

Newsletter, please help by getting in touch with them and letting them know what they need 

to do. 

The Bishop reminds us that Christmas has an octave and that you can celebrate 

Christmas by attending any Mass from the Vigil Mass of Christmas Eve to January 1 2021, the 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. 

 

Current Mass Times:  

 Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church 

 Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

 Monday to Saturday (inclusive) 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

 Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 9.45 a.m. in Midsomer 
Norton, Church of the Holy Ghost  

 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules 

for social distancing will remain in place for all those attending 

Mass. 
 

Advent Service: an Advent Service of prayers and readings 

with some solo singing will take place on Sunday 20th 

December at 3 p.m. in St Benedict’s Parish Church. So that 

we can comply with government rules, we need to know 

exact numbers in advance. If numbers dictate, we will offer 

more than one service. To enable Julie Justin to plan, please 

email or ring and let her know how many seats you need. 

Remember that a Bubble can consist of no more than six 

members. Social distancing and the wearing of facemask rules 

still apply. Email address - juliejustin1@gmail.com mobile 

number 07930062552.  

Penance Service: We will have an Advent Penance Service on Monday 21st December in 

the Abbey Church: 7.30 p.m. There will be an introduction to the Service and guidance for 

your examination of conscience. Three priests will be present to hear Confessions. 

CAFOD: ‘We have a variety of Advent resources and prayer for your use with your parish. 

These include Advent prayer cards (one for each week), a series of day-by-day Advent 

reflections, online prayer events, an online carol service guide with a carol sheet, a chance to 

join or organise a fun run and other social events and more.’ For more information, please 

see cafod.org.uk/parishes 

Mary's Meals: The Link to Mary’s Meals own YouTube channel is:  

https://www.youtube.com/MarysMealsTV 

St Benedict’s Primary school – Help required! The 

school urgently needs the support of new Foundation 

Governors. The school was started almost 200 years ago by 

Dom Bede Polding, a monk at Downside Abbey, and has 

always enjoyed the pastoral care and support of the 

Benedictine community at Downside. We need new 

mailto:juliejustin1@gmail.com
https://shop.cafod.org.uk/collections/advent/products/advent-prayer-card?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
https://www.bigmarker.com/series/advent/series_summit?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
https://cafod.org.uk/parishes?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
https://www.youtube.com/MarysMealsTV


Governors now, not only because of the imminent departure of the monks, but also owing 

to the recent retirement of previous parish governors, which has left us with only three 

serving Foundation Governors. 

If you would like to discuss how you can help support Catholic education in our area, 

please contact Vince Schwartz, Vice Chair of Governors on 01761 233056 or by email at 

vinceschw@aol.com. 

 

Martyrology: Monday 14 December is the Memorial of St John of the Cross (1542-1591), 

the Mystical Doctor. When he was 14 John worked in a hospital for those suffering from 

incurable physical and mental illnesses. He became a Carmelite and helped St Teresa of Avila 

who, like him, came from a family of Jewish converts, in her work of reform. Fellow 

Carmelites, who did not want to be reformed, kidnapped him and locked him in a small cell, 

beating his three times a week. John of the Cross is known especially for his writings. Both 

his poetry and his studies on the development of the soul are the summit of mystical Spanish 

literature and among the greatest works of all Spanish literature.  

The Great O Antiphons: From 17 December until Christmas Eve there are special 

antiphons attached to the Magnificat at Vespers. They express our yearning for the coming 

of our Saviour. Each of the seven antiphons is addressed to Christ and begins with ‘O’, 

giving him a succession of messianic titles taken from the Old Testament – Sapientia, 

Adonai, Radix, Clavis, Oriens, Rex and Emmanuel. Each Antiphon is a rich tapestry of 

scriptural texts. The initial letters make the nonsense word SARCORE, but if read 

backwards you discover ERO CRAS – ‘I will be tomorrow!’ 

Readings for the Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday (B) 

First reading 

He has sent me to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 

for the Lord has anointed me. 

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, 

to bind up hearts that are broken; 

to proclaim liberty to captives, 

freedom to those in prison; 

to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.  

‘I exult for joy in the Lord, 

my soul rejoices in my God, 

for he has clothed me in the garments of salvation, 

he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, 

like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, 

like a bride adorned in her jewels. 

‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow, 

as a garden makes seeds spring up, 

so will the Lord make both integrity and praise 

spring up in the sight of the nations’ (Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11). 
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Second reading 

May you all be kept safe for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things give thanks to God, because this is 

what God expects you to do in Christ Jesus. 

Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the gift of prophecy with contempt; think 

before you do anything – hold on to what is good and avoid every form of evil. 

May the God of peace make you perfect and holy; and may you all be kept safe and 

blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you 

and he will not fail you (Thessalonians 5:16-24). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: Advent, a time of waiting, wanting, longing for Christ – a joyful period. It is joyful 

because, though we wait, we know that we are loved and that Christ is coming. With this certainty, I 

invite you all to let the Spirit transform you. When we do, we will recognise that each of us is called 

to be a witness to Christ and His Love. We will live out the good news in different ways, according 

to our vocations. Bearing witness in the wilderness – whether you are already in it or are still to 

enter it – may be daunting. But St Paul, in the second reading, gives us the ingredients to succeed: 

joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. Armed with these, I encourage you to step out this Advent and show 

your neighbour the transformative power of Christ. In the Spirit we cannot fail, and the Lord will 

make our works fruitful. 

'There stands among you the one coming after me' 

A man came, sent by God. 

His name was John. 

He came as a witness, 

as a witness to speak for the light, 

so that everyone might believe through him. 

He was not the light, 

only a witness to speak for the light. 

This is how John appeared as a witness. When the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, but he declared quite 

openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked ‘are you 

Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He 

answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must 

take back an answer to those who sent us. What have you to 

say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied: 

a voice that cries in the wilderness: 

Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 

Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put 

this further question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, 

and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there stands among you – 

unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-

strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising 

(John 1:6-8,19-28).  


